'l MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

May 7, 2007
MEMORANDUM
TO: Montgomery County Planning Board
VIA: John Carter, Chief JAC

Community Based Planning Division

Mary Dolan, Acting Chief%
Countywide Planning Division

Richard C. Hawthorne; Chief W#
Transportation Planning

FROM: Tom Autrey, SupewisM

Transportation Planning

SUBJECT: Purple Line Functional Master Plan Draft Purpose and Outreach
Strategy Report and Update on Purple Line Draft Environmental
Impact Statement / Alternative Analysis (DEIS/AA)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

1. Begin the Purple Line Functional Master Plan process by approving
the Draft Purpose and Outreach Strategy Report.

2. Authorize the staff to establish both a Master Plan Advisory Group and
a Technical Working Group to provide input on work scope,
coordination issues, strategies, reports, and plan recommendations.

BACKGROUND

One element of the Planning Department’s FY 07 (and proposed FY 08) Work
Program is the development of a Purple Line Functional Master Plan. The Plan
will provide policy guidance for Transit Impact Area Sector Plans, and other
planning efforts (including development review) by formally establishing an
alignment, mode, and station locations along a corridor within the County
extending from Bethesda to the County boundary in the Takoma — Langley Park
area.
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The Purple Line Functional Master Plan effort will be closely coordinated with the
development of a Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact Statement / Alternative
Analysis (DEIS/AA) by the Maryland Mass Transit Administration (MTA). As
such, the plan schedule focuses on community outreach and staff analysis as a
prelude to providing input to the Planning Board and County Council concerning
the selection of a Locally Preferred Alternative by the Maryland Department of
Transportation. Once a Locally Preferred Alternative is selected, it is anticipated
that the Purple Line Functional Master Plan will either confirm that selection or
provide a solid rationale for any variation from the selected alternative — as well
as any variation from previously adopted plans.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DRAFT PURPOSE AND OUTREACH STRATEGY
REPORT

The accompanying draft report essentially sets the stage for the beginning of the
Master Plan activities by:

o Identifying adopted plans that include the Purple Line as part of the
plan’s transportation element;

. Summarizing past studies that examined the Purple Line in some form
or context;

o Acknowledging the critical role of the current DEIS/AA in the
identification of impacts of alternative alignments and as the prelude to
the selection of a Locally Preferred Alternative under the Federal
Transit Administration’s “New Starts” funding process;

o Identifying both the statutory basis for Functional Master Plans and
also current Master/Sector plans that could be amended as a result of
the adoption of a Purple Line Functional Master Plan;

o Briefly exploring issues being examined in the DEIS/AA now underway
— in the context of adopted plans as well as in the context of concerns
raised during the current outreach efforts by citizens, stakeholders, and
technical staff; '

Identifying alternatives retained for detailed analysis;

o Presenting a proposed outreach strategy that expands upon, but does
not duplicate that established by the MTA;
o Presenting a schedule for completion of the Master Plan effort.

RECENT RECOMMENDED MODIFICATIONS TO THE ALTERNATIVES
RETAINED FOR DETAILED ANALYSIS '

The MTA conducted a Community Focus Group meeting on Monday, April 23,
2007 at the Silver Spring Library and announced that they were recommending
the following changes to alternatives under consideration in the Silver Spring
Central Business District (CBD) and in East Silver Spring:



Sligo Avenue

The MTA Project Team announced that it was recommending dropping any
further consideration of either a tunnel or at-grade alignment of either Light Rail
or Bus Rapid Transit along Sligo Avenue. The tunnel alignment was dropped
because of cost and increased distance, as well as community opposition. The
at-grade option was dropped because of major traffic and property impacts as
and community opposition.

Tunneling Method

The MTA Project Team is recommending that deep tuhneling techniques be used
as opposed to “cut and cover” techniques. Total costs between the two methods
are viewed as similar and the deep tunneling will result in fewer impacts.

Fenton Village Area

The MTA project team is recommending that the previous alignment that was
delaying further consideration of the redevelopment of County Parking Lot 3 be
eliminated and another (deep tunnel) alignment immediately south of Lot 3 be
used to access (also via a deep tunnel) the Silver Spring Avenue / Thayer
Avenue easement.

Bonifant Street

An at-grade alignment along Bonifant Street to Fenton Street and then Wayne
Avenue is now under consideration. This alignment is being closely evaluated
with respect to the connection at the Silver Spring Transit Center.

CSX Right of Way

The MTA project team is recommending that the Purple Line enter the Silver
Spring CBD from the west, on the south side of the CSX right of way because of
existing development along the north side of the right of way. This alignment
relates to the proposed Falkland Chase development and existing Locational
Atlas Historic Site.

Brookville Road

One option under consideration at the eastern end of the Georgetown Branch
Master Plan alignment was to use Brookville Road. The MTA is recommending
that this option be eliminated because of travel speeds and conflicts, right of way
requirements, and possible conflicts with the Purple Line yard and shop layout in
this area.



Capital Crescent Trail Between Pearl Street in Bethesda and a Point 400 Feet
West of Jones Mill Road

The MTA project team is recommending that the trail in this segment only be
located on the north side of the right of way, instead of the south side as is
depicted in the Georgetown Branch Master Plan. This change will provide for
better vertical separation consistent with the topography — in general providing
for a better compatibility with the rail or bus operation.

Sligo Creek

The MTA project team is recommending that the crossing of Sligo Creek and
Parkway be done on an aerial structure only. At one point, a tunnel was being
considered. The impact on the park area is still currently estimated to be
approximately one acre.

PURPLE LINE PROJECT SCHEDULE

The MTA Project Team estimates that the Purple Line DEIS/AA will be
completed and public hearings held in spring 2008. The selection of a Locally
Preferred Alternative will be made sometime in late spring or summer 2008.
Construction of the Purple Line (after Final EIS / Preliminary Engineering, a
Record of Decision and Final Design) would follow within a time period now
estimated as beginning in spring 2012 and extending until or through summer
2015. The MTA Project has been invited to the Planning Board meeting on May
17, 2007. The Project Team will provide a brief update on the DEIS/AA study —
including the recent recommendations as well as the project schedule.

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DURING THE PURPLE LINE FUNCTIONAL
MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Staff continues to review applications for consistency or conflicts with alignment
and mode options under active consideration by the MTA project team. Every
attempt is made to advise applicants as early as possible of the on-going study
about the DEIS/AA and (now) Functional Master Plan that is underway, the
specifics of the alignment alternatives, and the need to maintain close contact
and coordination with the MTA staff and Planning Department staff.

The recent recommendations by the MTA study team reduces the number of
alignment alternatives under consideration in East Silver Spring and in
combination with the recommendation to avoid any cut and cover tunneling, also
reduces potential impacts upon existing property owners. It can be reasonably
anticipated, however, that there will be applications that will be submitted that will
conflict with some aspect of the Purple Line. As in the past, it is the staff's intent
to work with the applicant and MTA to resolve any potential issues in recognition



of the importance of the Purple Line, its role as a key element of adopted plans,
and the ongoing alternatives analysis and major investment study.

SUMMARY

The referenced Draft Purpose and Outreach Strategy Report marks the
beginning of the development of a Purple Line Functional Master Plan that will
provide policy guidance along the entire corridor, from Bethesda east to the
County line in the Takoma — Langley Park Crossroads area. Establishing a
Master Plan Advisory Group (MPAG) and a Technical Working Group will help to
insure the timely development of the Functional Plan given the MTA process and
set the stage for land use plans for individual station areas.

TA:tc

CC: Gwen Wright
Glenn Kreger
Judy Daniel
Dan Hardy
Mike Madden - MTA



Master Plan Community Focus Group

Chevy Chase Hills Civic Association
Chevy Chase Lake Apartments
Chevy Chase Land Company
Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association
Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trall
Columbia Country Club
Coquelin Run Citizens Association
East Bethesda Citizens Association
Eight One Zero One
EIm Street-Oakridge-Lynn Civic Association
Greater Bethesda Chevy Chase Coalition
Hamlet Citizens Association of Chevy Chase
Hamlet House Condo
Hamlet Place Owners, Inc.

Jones Mill Road Citizens Association
League of Women Voters Montgomery County
Northern Chevy Chase Citizens Association
Preston Place T.H./C.C.L.

Riviera of Chevy Chase Condo
Rock Creek Forest Citizens Association
Rollingwood Citizens Association
Town of Chevy Chase
Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board
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Jones Bridge Road Community Focus Group

Battery Park Citizens Association
B-CC Chamber of Commerce
Bethesda Urban Partnership, Inc.
Christopher Condominium
City Homes of Edgemoor HOA
East Edgemoor Property Owners
Greater Bethesda Chevy Chase Coalition
Hamlet House Condo
Hamlet Place Owners, Inc.
Hawkins Lane Hist. Dist. Local Advisory Panel
Hawkins Lane Historic District
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Jones Mill Road Citizens Association
Manor Care — Chevy Chase
National Naval Medical Center
Nat'l. Inst. Health, Office of Community Liaison
North Chevy Chase Elementary School
North Chevy Chase Elementary School, PTA
Northern Chevy Chase Citizens Association
Preston Place T.H./C.C.L.
Rock Creek Forest Citizens Association
Rosemary Hills PTA
The Chevy Chase Land Company
The North Chevy Chase Swimming Pool Assn. (NCCSPA)
Town of North Chevy Chase
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences
Village of North Chevy Chase
Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board
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CSX / Lyttonsville Road Community Focus Group

Action Committee for Transit
Barrington Apartments
Claridge House Apartments
Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trall
Friendly Gardens
Lyttonsville Citizens Association
Maisel Hollins Development Company
North Woodside
Park Sutton Condo
Rock Creek Forest Citizens Association
Rosemary Hills Primary School Principal
Rosemary Hills Primary School PTA
Round Hill Apartments
Silver Spring Citizens Advisory Board
Silver Spring Regional Center
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Directorate of Public Works
Woodlin Elementary School Principal
Woodlin Elementary School PTA
Woodside Civic Association
Woodside Mews HOA
Woodside Mews Homeowners Associations
Woodside Way Community HOA

Downtown Silver Spring Community Focus Group

Alexander House
Cameron Hills HOA
Discovery Communications
Elizabeth House Residents Association
Falklands Chase
Foulger-Pratt — NOAA
Greater Silver Spring Chamber of Commerce
Hollins Partners, LLC
Lee Development Group
Lofts 24
Metro Plaza
Montgomery Preservation, Inc
Silver Spring Advisory Board
Silver Spring Historic Society
Silver Spring Regional Center
Silver Spring Traffic Coalition
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East Silver Spring Community Focus Group

Alexander House
Between the Creeks Neighborhood Association
Bonaire Homes Association
Carolyn Homes Association
Department of Housing & Community Affairs
District Courthouse
DPWT/DTS/Commuter Services
East Silver Spring Citizens Association
East Silver Spring Elementary School
First Baptist Church
Friends of Sligo Creek
Greater Silver Spring Chamber of Commerce
Hartford-Thayer Condo
Historic Takoma
Hodges Heights Citizens Association
Indian Springs Citizens Association
Linden Civic Association
Montgomery Preservation, Inc.
North Takoma Citizens Association
North Woodside-Montgomery Hills Community Association
Park Hills Civic Association
Parkside Plaza Condo Association
Pineway Towers Condo, Inc.
Save Our Sligo
Seven Oaks-Evanswood Citizens Association
Silver Spring Advisory Board
Silver Spring Carroll Neighborhood Association
Silver Spring Historic Society
Silver Spring In’l Middle School

East Silver Spring Community Focus Group (cont.)

Silver Spring Regional Center
Silver Spring Thayer Opposed to the Plan
Silver Spring Traffic Coalition
Sligo Branview Community Association
Sligo Creek Elementary School
Sligo Park Hills Citizens Association
St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church
Top of the Park Condo
Woodside Forest Civic Association
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Takoma-Langley Community Focus Group

Action Langley Park
CASA of Maryland
Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association
Department of Housing & Community Affairs
Eighth Precinct Civic Association
Field Rep. for Congressman Van Hollen
Langley Park/McCormick Elementary School
Latino Affairs Liaison, Prince George’s County
Lewsidale Citizens Association
Long Branch Business League (LBBL)
Maryland’s International Corridor CDC
Montgomery County Business Development Specialists
New Hampshire Estates Civic Association
New Hampshire Estates Elementary School
Prince George’s Council Member, Second District
Puente, Inc.
Quantum Companies
Silver Spring Citizens Advisory Board
St. Camillus Catholic Church
Takoma-Langley Crossroads Development Authority
West Hampshire Civic Association

Additional Outreach Contacts Not Currently On MTA Mailing List

Gwendolyn Coffield Community Center Advisory Board
Recreation Advisory Board
Impact Silver Spring
Community Action Board
Adventist Social Services
Recreation Advisory Board
Boys and Girls Club
Langley Park Recreation Center
Spanish Catholic Center
Identity, Inc.

Takoma East Silver Spring (TESS) Center
Maryland Vietnamese Mutual Association
Boat People S.O.S.

Long Branch Community Center Advisory Board
Clifton Park Baptist Church

36



	
	
	
	
	
	


