ATTACHMENT #3

Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge
Public Meeting Comments

May 1, 2003

The first Public Meeting for the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge Facility Planning Study
was held at Wheaton Woods Elementary School on Thursday, May 1, 2003. Approximately 15
citizens attended this meeting. Most of those in attendance live near the Rock Creek Trail or
access the Trail in the vicinity of the Study Area. Some of the attendees are bicyclists who use
the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail as their primary bike route to work and others use it for
recreation. No elected officials attended. Following a short presentation given by the Study
Team, a question and answer session concluded the meetlng The following displays were

available for public comment:

o Alternative 1 — No-Build
e Alternative 2 — M-NCPPC preferred Alignment
¢ Alternative 3 — SHA suggested Alignment (winding path through park)

o Alternative 4 — Direct Trail Connection (minimization of impacts)

The followmg specific comments and responses were recorded at the meeting and categorized by
subject in the following table:

) Generl

COMMENTS

field? Could a public walk-through be
organized?

. the proposed alignments marked in the -NPPC and DPWT will look

. RESPONSE

into the possibility of a public field
review

General

Neighborhood transit (bus) users would
benefit from improved access to the Trail
and the proposed crossing — to cross Veirs
Mill Road more safely.

All alternatives provide a safer
crossing of Veirs Mill Road and
access to the bus stop.

General

Bicycle commuters would benefit from
shorter, more direct trails. The Park already
has miles of winding path and additional
meandering is not desired.

Will be a consideration during the
decision making process.

General

Could a high fence block the view of the
bridge from the residences?

No, the required height of the fence
would be at least 20-feet in places,
which is an undesirable condition.
Fences may also detract from the
aesthetics of the bridge.

No-Build

How can the intersection be improved for
pedestrians with the soon-to-be constructed

widening?

As part of SHA’s project, signals
will be programmed to provide
adequate pedestrian Crossing time.
Pedestrian refuge will be provided
in the widened median. Improved
sidewalks will be provided along
the north edge of MD 586.
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Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge
Public Meeting Comments

May 1, 2003

General

Has wildlife habitat and road crossing been
accounted for?

Yes. As part of the study, impacts
to wildlife and habitat will be
accounted for and documented.
Currently, the Veirs Mill Road
structure over Rock Creek provides
for wildlife crossings.

Design
Criteria

Commuter bicyclist would like to see larger
curve radius to provide smoother travel at

greater speeds.

The Design Team will consider
this.

Impacts

How will impacts to environmental features
be mitigated?

Mitigation practices will be
performed for all impacts to the
environment as set by Federal,
State and Local Environmental
Agencies.

Bridge

What type of bridge will be constructed?

No decisions have been made about
the design of the bridge at this
point. It will be constructed to
provide a “Gateway to Rockville «
with certain features designed by
an artist.

Bridge

Could the bridge be skewed across MD 5867

That option was investigated and
was found not to be desirable due
to the length and depth of structure
it would require.

Timeline

How long before the project is complete?

Application for funding will
happen by Sept. 2003.
Construction will start two years
after funding approval.
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In reply, please refer to: 20828120-3.1
June 23, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO: File

FROM: Robert T Galla, Jr., P.E.

REFERENCE: Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge Study
Meeting with Aspen Hill Civic Association
Meeting Summary

A meeting between the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge Study Team and the Aspen Hill
Civic Association (AHCA) was held on Wednesday, June 18, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. in the offices of
the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) in Silver Spring,
Maryland. The purpose of the meeting was to review Alternative No. 5 with the AHCA. The
Team developed Alternative No. 5 to address earlier comments from the AHCA. The following

were in attendance:

Thomas Hardmon AHCA 301-871-6216
David Polinsky AHCA 301-466-4874
Carol Petzold AHCA 301-871-7413
Dilip Pandya M-NCPPC 301-495-2469
Tricia McManus M-NCPPC 301-495-3580
Rob Galla URS Corporation 410-785-7220

Mr. Galla began the meeting by describing Alternative No. 5. The AHCA representatives offered
the following comments:

¢ Consider sidewalk on Baltic instead of ramps in park.
e Who owns property on park side of Baltic? (Later confirmed to be M-NCPPC.)
e Add stairs from bridge at south side of Veirs Mill Road crossing.

e Put bus stop on south side of Veirs Mill Road next to bridge. Request State to put in sidewalk
to connect to new bus stop as a change order on CRS project.

¢ Request that SHA accommodate pedestrians at traffic signal at Aspen Hill Road intersection
by providing: more time for people to cross; island in middle; and on demand pedestrian.

¢ Community concerned that trail is located in isolated area.
e Lighting on bridge will not resolve security concerns.
¢ Snow removal/maintenance? M-NCPPC does not remove snow from trails.

e Provide AHCA copies (JPEG/PDF) of alternatives.



MEMORANDUM
June 23, 2003
Page 2

¢ Post public meeting notes at Glenmont Metro, WMATA bus stops in park.

The AHCA wanted to look at locating the bridge closer to the community. The group discussed
moving the crossing to the Aspen Hill Road intersection. It was agreed that a crossing in this
location would require substantial property acquisition on the north side of Veirs Mill Road in
order to provide an accessible route to the structure and would leave the bike trail within the

community. The AHCA understood the undesirable impacts at crossing at the intersection.

A copy of Altemative No. 5 display was left with the AHCA and an electronic version will be
provided so it can be posted on their website. :

The meeting ended at 11:00 a.m.

RTG:slm



In reply, please refer to: 20828120 |

MEMORANDUM

TO: Dilip Pandya

FROM: Romaine Kesecker, RLA, ASLA

DATE: July 8, 2003

REFERENCE: Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge Study

July 2, 2003 Public Meecting
Meeting Minutes / Action Items

The second Public Meeting for the Rock Creek Trail Bridge Project was held at Parkland Middle
School on Wednesday, July 2, 2003 at 7:30 PM. Approximately 10 citizens attended this
meeting along with a number of County and M-NCPPC staff. Most of those in attendance reside
near the Rock Creek Trail, or access the Trail in the vicinity of the Study Area. Some of the
attendees were bicycling commuters who use the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail as their primary
bike route to work, and others use it for recreation. House Delegates Carol Petzold, Hank Heller
(of District 19, Ways and Means Committee) and a representative of Council member Marilyn
Praisner’s office also attended. Following a project introduction by Dilip Pandya, a presentation
of the project, its latest alignment and other items was given by Romaine Kesecker via
PowerPoint, with a question and answer session concluding the meeting. The following
materials were available for public review and comment: :

e Alternative 5 Display

e 30% Construction Plans

The following specific comments and responses were recorded at the meeting and categorized by
subject in the following table:

* should

M-NCPPC

) 1. Bridge roposed is

How close is the bridge | The bridge as
over Veirs | to the nearest property | approximately 85° from the | establish a meeting with
Mill Road | and residence at 5114 | property line and 130’ from the | the homeowner in the

Adrian Street? Is the
bridge is too close? Can
it be moved farther
away?

adjacent residence. The bridge
needs to be reasonably close to
the intersection to be worth using
by pedestrians and bicyclists, and
especially for the transit stops. It
has been located away from the
adjacent property to the extent
possible to minimize

Jfield as soon as possible
to review the new
alignment and obtain any
additional concerns. The
homeowner at 5114
Adrian Street is, Fidel
Granados at 301-946-
2570, cell is 301-252-




environmental impacts and to
service the neighborhood
pedestrians and transit users.

2946.

2. Bridge | Will the bridge be | The Design team can work with | After further discussion
visible from the | the adjacent homeowner | of the homeowner’s
adjacent property? The | regarding additional landscape | concerns, the design
bedrooms of two young | screening possibilities for the | team should look at
girls face the bridge site, | view of the bridge from the | alternative means
and trail users should | house. (possibly structural) to
not be able to look into screen views to the house
the house. The adjacent Jrom the bridge.
homeowner does not
want  screening  of
landscape plant material
and is concerned that it
may attract homeless to
set up camp between the
landscape screening and
the bridge.

3. Bridge | Will the bridge be | The bridge will be designed for | M-NCPPC, the Park
designed to support | H-10  loading which will | Manager, Montgomery
snow removal trucks? | accommodate light maintenance | County, and related
The park needs to be | vehicles, such as pickup trucks. | transit  authorities  to
able to plow the bridge | M-NCPPC does not perform | discuss how snow
after snowfall. snow removal on their trails from | plowing will be handled,

a  maintenance standpoint. | and who will perform the
However, for transit users there | work.
may be a need for snow plowing.
Snow would have to be removed
from the bridge, as snow can not
be pushed/blown through the
barrier fence to the road below.
4. Bridge | Please coordinate with | The bridge will have 12’ wide | M-NCPPC to discuss

police so that they can
provide input on their
needs. Police need to
be able to drive on path
through park. Can a
police vehicle cross the
bridge?

inside clearance. A police cruiser
would be able to cross the bridge.
Placement of bollards at the
bridge entrances is not a standard
practice by the M-NCPPC, and
they are a safety issue with
bicyclists.

issues with park police to
determine need for a
police cruiser to cross
via the bridge.




The stair tower would consist of

M-NCPPC to determine

5.Stair Please describe the stair
Tower tower, and how far is | about 45 to 50 steps with | if stair tower is to be
the stair tower and the | landings at about every 12 steps. | included in application
connecting sidewalk | It would consist of an open | for funding. Preliminary
from Veirs Mill Road? | design for security concems in | cost estimates for the
Is too far away? Can it | order to allow for the clearest | stair tower are at
be moved closer? The | visibility to the structure. 340,000 however the cost
stair tower should be no may be substantially
further than 20 from | The path to the stair tower from | higher for all
the roadway. Many | the transit stop would vary from | requirements, including
trail users will be using | about 10’ to 40’ from the future | lighting and long-term,
the trail late at night and | edge of widened Veirs Mill Road | maintenance  of  this
will not feel safe using | (location of stop subject to | structure.
the sidewalk/stair tower | change). The sidewalk as it is
if it is so far from the | shown was set to avoid a
road. The sidewalk | proposed SWM ditch which will
should be along the | run along the widened shoulder,
road. The ingress/egress | and to avoid existing trees. The
to the stair tower should | sidewalk and tower can be
be oriented to the | moved closer to the roadway, but
roadway. the ditch may be impacted. Also,
moving the stair tower closer will
increase the number of steps
required. Too many steps may
deter pedestrians from using the
stair tower. The design team will
look into options for setting the
sidewalk and stair tower closer to
the road. It was shown as well
that there may be an alternative
to the stair tower by connecting a
path from the transit stop to the
southern terminus of the bridge.
The stair tower will also be
subject to available construction
funding for the overall project.
6. General | Will the various | Yes. The sidewalks and stairs
sidewalks and stairs be | will be appropriately lighted with
lighted? pedestrian poles or other suitable
fixtures. The bridge lighting may
be flush-mount type fixtures in
the parapet (assisting to reduce
glare considerations for
motorists).
7. General | Homeless  individuals | This will be a park police / park | M-NCPPC to investigate.

have been noted living

manager item to resolve.




within the forested areas
of the northern section
of the bridge area. Will

they be a problem living |

under the bridge?

8. Bus Stop

Can a more formalized
bus stop with either a
concrete pad or shelter
be provided?

The final design will investigate
this with the transit agency.

M-NCPPC and DPWT to
consider determining if
rider ship numbers exist
for the transit stops.

Additional topics discussed at the meeting include:

e Overall, there was general consensus the project would benefit the community, and that the
crossing would provide an excellent means of pedestrians and transit users crossing Veirs

Mill Road more safely.

e It was also noted that SHA widening work included reprogramming signal to provide
adequate timing for pedestrians and provision of pedestrian refuge in the center median.

e M-NCPPC also anticipates adding a public artist to the Team in the near future. The artist
will work with the Team for incorporation of artistic treatment into the project.

e The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) and the SHA’s District Office are
critical Team members in the project and will be involved in every aspect of the bridge

crossing.

¢ Drainage off the bridge will likely be pick-up with scuppers and directed to appropriate
stormwater management practices. No drainage discharge will occur over the roadway.

The attendance sign-in sheet has been scanned and is available from Dilip Pandya or URS.

Please contact me if there are any question or comments regarding the above.

cC.

Peter Noursi, M-NCPPC

Tricia McManus, M-NCPPC
Marian Elsasser, M-NCPPC
Rodney Brown, P.E., DPWT
Hai-yan Zhang, DPWT

Bob Simpson, DPWT

Robert T. Galla, Jr., P.E., URS
B.C. Mehta, P.E., URS

Chris Growchowski, URS




ATTACHMENT #4

26517 Aiken Drive =Y
Clarksburg, Md, 20871 EcEy VE
August 23, 2003
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Silver Spring, Md. 20910

Dear Mr. Berlage:

1 am a member of the Montgomery County Bicycle Action Group (MCBAG). MCBAG supports
the proposed bridge over Viers Mill Road connecting Rock Creek trail to Aspen Hill Road. The
traffic signals do not allow a safe crossing for bicyclists or pedestrians. The Rock Creek trail is

the only north south bike route in Montgomery County connecting Gaithersburg to DC. It is
important to improve the safety of thig trail.

K&W

Rosenbusch




Pandya, Dilip

From: Dwight Ufford [dwightuf@erols.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 29, 2003 3:55 PM
To: Pandya, Dilip

Subject: veirs mill bridge

Currently bikers cross veirs mill and then again Aspen Hill rd. to get
to the park trail. This creates an additional hazard against those
vehicles that turn from Veirs mill onto aspen hill, and also those
turning right onto Adrian. It would seem to make sense to provide a
pedestrian overpass that would be west of Aspen Hill Rd. and avoid Aspen

Hill road altogether.



MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND

OFFICE OF THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT

‘August 14, 2003

Derick P. Berlage, Chairman
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission

8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, Ma land 20910

Dear M}xéerlage:

The County Councilvsupports the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission’s application for $2.65 million in Federal Highway Administration Enhancement
Program funds to construct a bridge for the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail over Veirs Mill Road

(MD 586) at Aspen Hill Road.

The Council has already appropriated $330,000 for the initial planning work for this bridge,
which would carry the heavy volume of Rock Creek Trail users safely over the heavy and fast-
moving traffic on MD 586. This State highway carries an average daily traffic volume of nearly
35,000 vehicles per day. The speed limit on this section of MD 586 is 45 mph. The speed of
traffic often exceeds the limit on this straight, flat segment of the highway.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Subin
Council President

MLS:go
004596

STELLA B. WERNER CouNciL OFFICE BUILDING, 100 MARYLAND AVENUE, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 2085C
240/777-7900 TTY 240/777-7914 FAX 24Q/777-798%
WWW.CO.MO.MD.US/COUNCIL

s
L4



5\0 NS 4
Vo

an
o'

Years

THE MAI?YLAND—I\MHONAL CAPTAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
Office of the Chairman, Monigomery Couniy Planning Board

\URN,N
4
lfWa\\O

February 15, 2002

The Honorable Steven A. Silverman, President
Montgomery County Council

100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear Mr. Silverman:

The Planning Board proposes to amend its FY03-08 CIP submission to
incorporate a new project ($333,000) in the Facility Planning: Non-Local PDF 958776 in
FY03 and FY04, specifically, facility planning for a hiker-biker bridge over Veirs Mill
Road to connect portions of the Rock Creek Trail.

The County Council is familiar with the history of this project:

1) On February 13, 2001, the County Council adopted Resolution 14-773 pertaining
to the improvement of Veirs Mill Road/Aspen Hill Road intersection. Listed
among the County Council’s recommendations is “accommodation of a potential
Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail bridge over Veirs Mill Road. The Council will -

seek State funding for this pedestrian/bicycle bridge.”

(2)  OnFebruary 16, 2001, County Council President, Blair G. Ewing, wrote to Parker
F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration (SHA), that the

County Council

«js committed to seeking State funding to construct a bridge over MD 586 for the
Rock Creek Trail, which would allow pedestrians and bikers to avoid the
thousands of vehicles that pass through this intersection daily. We think it
appropriate that the State fund this bridge under the Access 2000 program, and we
hope it can be done on a schedule commensurate with the construction of the

intersection improvements, that is during 2003.”

(3)  OnMarch 21, 2001, John D. Porcari, Secretary, Maryland Department of
Transportation, wrote to County Council President, Blair G. Ewing, that
«We are recommending that Montgomery County apply for the improvement as
an Enhancement Project through the Executive Committee review process. . . It is

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20970
WWW.IMNCPPC.OTg



our intention to continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC and Montgomery County
staff to develop a strategy to address the hiker-biker connection at Veirs Mill
Road. We will also continue to investigate all funding sources available for this

improvement.”

On January 8, 2002, Neil Pedersen (SHA) and Department staff discussed the
project. Mr. Pedersen urged the Commission to submit an application for TEA

. funds in November 2003.

4)

It is likely that the federal Transportation Enhancement Act will be reauthorized

in Fall 2003 making more funds available for projects such as the hiker-biker bridge over

Veirs Mill Road. To be eligible for those funds, projects must be in public ownership,
design must be 35 percent complete, i.e. facility planning must be complete, and design
and construction must be able to begin soon after award of the grant. Grants are fifty

percent of the cost for remaining design and construction.

The Planning Board proposes to facility plan the hiker-biker bridge over Veirs
Mill Road to connect portions of the Rock Creek Trail so that the project will be eligible
for Transportation Enhancement Act funds by Fall 2003. We will be eligible to apply for
TEA funds for this project if we can begin facility planning in FY03. The need for the
project is described in part by Attachment 1, a letter from the Aspen Hill Civic
Association to the County Council dated November 24, 2000.

The PDF proposes to fund facility planning with County Current Receipts in
FY03 and FY04 so that facility planning can be completed in FY04 and an application
filed for TEA funds in November 2002 (FY04). The Planning Board seeks these funds in
addition to the level-of-effort funding already proposed in the FY03-08 program. FY02
facility planning projects in progress and expected to carry-over into FY03 are the Rock
Creek Maintenance Yard renovation, Woodlawn Park Police Special Operations Program
of Requirements, and Black Hills Regional Park hard surface trail renovation. The new
FY03 appropriation funds further work on the Woodlawn Park Police Special Operations
facility plan, a facility plan for a skateboard park at South Germantown Recreational
Park, and a facility plan for a dog park at a site to be determined. New FY04
appropriation funds facility plans for the Magruder Branch Hard Surface Trail extension
Capital Crescent Trail connector to Rock Creek Trail, and Wheaton hard surface trail
extension to Randolph Road. Our original appropriation request for FY03 was $135,000
and for FY04, $145,000. The sum of these two requests ($280,000) would not be
sufficient to meet the $333,000 needed for the hiker-biker bridge over Veirs Mill Road to
cormect portions of the Rock Creek Trail. The Commission cannot absorb this project in
effort expenditure schedule because it would require elimination of

program and all of the FY03 and FY04 programs proposed by
-biker bridge over Veirs Mill Road.

our current level-of-

part of our current FY02
the Planning Board prior to consideration of the hiker

The Maryland State Highway Administration proposes to acquire 3.3 acres fromr
Rock Creek Regional Park as part of its intersection improvement at Veirs Mill Road and
Aspen Hill Roads. The acquisition is likely to occur in Fall 2002 (FY03). The estimated



cost of the acquisition is $333,000. The acquisition may involve four parcels—some
owned by Montgomery County and some by the Commission. It is possible. that some or
all of the proceeds from the sale of the property to the State could be earmarked for a
portion of the local share of the project costs. Staff will pursue the viability of this option

as the SHA project progresses.

uest is shown in the Facility Planning: Non-Local PDF.

The text of this PDF has been changed slightly from our original November 1, 2001
s acceptance of the County Executive’s reduction to the

submission. The Planning Board’
Trails: Hard Surface Design and Construction PDF involved shifting two projects—

Magruder Branch Trail and the Capital Crescent Trail connector to Rock Creek Trail -
back into the facility planning PDF so that facility plans could be finalized.

Please note that this req

Yours truly,

Arthur Holmes, Jr:
Chairman - -

Attachments

NACIP\03-08 CIP\Transmittal lrs\VM-RC H-B Overpass.FP-NLamendment.MCC.doc
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-4 5PEN HICL CIVIC ASSOCHATION

' f’; November 24,2000 40 NOV 28 A9: 3
\/
montgomery Courty Council 034820
Mr Michael L. subin, Council President
100 maryland Avenue

RE: - Resoluton regarding SHA Intersection Improvements,
MD 586 (Veirs Mill Road) and Aspen Hill Road

Dear Council President Subin:

e to express the concerns of our

of the Aspen Hill Clvic Association, | would lik
Hilt Road and Veirs Mill

As President

Association regarding the intersection improvemennts at Aspen
Road (MD 586). The boundaries of the Aspen Hill Civic Association inciude all of Aspen Hill
Road and is pounded by Veirs Mill Road (MD 586) from Turkey Branch Parkway to the Rock
Creek Stream. The Board of Directors and our members are well aware of the accidents,
packups, and at around headaches that resuft from the amount of traffic driving through
this intersection- | am sure you are aware that-Aspen. Hill Road is a major cross county

route.

The Maryland State High Administration and Montgomery County Department of Park and

Planning have peen extremely generous in making themselves availabie to the Aspen Hill

Civic Association to explain the two options for improvement of this intersection. The Aspen
wation is very concermed because there is a large volume of bus, auto, bike,

Hill Civic

" and pedestrian traffic in 8 very complicated intersection in limited space. Part of the Rock
Creek Hiker Biker trall comes out of Aspen Hill Community Park, on to Battic Avenve and .
t, across Aspen Hill Road and then across Veirs Mmill Road. This trail ts highty:
utllized. Many families with small children use this trail in the
weekends. Many employees from the Parklawn Drive area use this trail during workdays.

This trail ie used for marathons during workdays and weekenas.

speed of traffic on Aspen Hill Road and Veirs Mill Road is 2 constant all dey long, and of
course, reaches 8 peak at rush hout. Careful sttention must be made in making this
intersection

safe for all pedestrians, hikers, and bikers.

At the Montgomery County Planning Board Public Hearing heid Thursday, November 16,

2000, Chairman Huyssmann expressed his concem for pedestrian safety at this intersection.

jt was 3 that the State procure funds for 8 ;an bridge to be built over Veirs
ng the Rock Creek Hiker Biker irail away from this extremely busy '

mill Road taki
intersection- The Aspen Hill Civic Association highty encourages this proposal.
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Montgomery County Council :
mr. Michael L. Subin, Council president
100 maryland Avenue

Rockville, MD 20850

egarding SHA Intersection I
Miil Road) and Aspen Hill Road

RE: Resolution ’ ovements,

MD 586 (Veirs

bors and friends have not tost their lives at this
intersection. However, itis extremely tragic that three people have lost their lives along
Velirs Mill Road §i it is very pos:dble that these three deaths are the resuit of trying
to cross this extremely bus hicie hit 8 bicyclist exiting the bike path
on to Veirs mill Road. - -

y road. Last winter a ve

| wouid ais© like to add that the res idents along Aspen Hifl Road are currently experiencing
problems exiting from their driveways on to Aspen Hill Road. Another problem jocal
residents currently encounter is “cut through” traffic. Residents on Arbutus Avenue and
Adrian Street have not found a way 1o probibit “cut through™ traffic. Therefore, they are
considering requesting traffic calming devices be instalied to at least slow down “cut

through” raffic.
respectively thank you for youf time and attention to

The Aspen Hill Civic Association and |
our concerns. We look forward to 8 safe and mutually agreeable resolution to the problems

at this intersection.

Sincerely,

. Donald A. Becher
Presideft .

13115 Dauphine Street
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Council member isiah Legoett
Commitiee

cc:
Chairman, Transportation and Environment
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FACILITY PLAN TECHNICAL REPORT
ROCK CREEK HIKER-BIKER TRAIL BRIDGE

INTRODUCTION

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission’s (M-NCPPC)
18-mile Rock Creck Hiker-Biker Trail is one of the most popular trails in the Washington
metropolitan area. A section of the trail near the Aspen Hill Road/Veirs Mill Road intersection is
discontinuous, relying on local streets within the Aspen Hill community to access the present
trail termini. Further, this route requires trail users to cross Aspen Hill Road at an unsignalized
crosswalk and cross Veirs Mill Road at a signalized crosswalk. Trail users encounter high levels
of vehicle traffic when using both crosswalks, which are also used by transit users accessing and

transferring between adjacent WMATA and County Ride-On bus stops.

The M-NCPPC proposes an improved connection for the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker

Trail across the Veirs Mill Road (MD 586)/Aspen Hill Road intersection, including sidewalk
-connecﬁons to the adjacent community and bus stops (see Figure 1). This 1,670 linear foot
section will provide, when built, a safer, high quality continuous connection between separated
segments of the popular Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail to better serve bicyclists, pedestrians and

transit users in the Aspen Hill region of Montgomery County.

M-NCPPC retained the services of the Montgomery County Department of Public
Works and Transportation (DPWT) to conduct a Facility Planning Study. The Facility Planning
Study by DPWT was conducted in accordance with the following:

e M-NCPPC's April 1994 Approved and Adopted Aspen Hill Master
Plan
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. M-NCPPC’S December 1993 Approved and Adopted General Plan
Refinement of the Goals and Objectives for Montgomery County

(General Plan)

e M-NCPPC’s June 1978 Approved and Adopted Master Plan of
Bikeways

The Aspen Hill Master Plan calls for a bikeway network of commuter and
recreational routes interrelated with a system of neighborhood routes that connect communities
to many public facilities, shopping centers and employment sites. The Rock Creek Hiker-Biker
Trail is an important element of the network of high quality trails in the County. An improved
connection of Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail in this location will in part serve to complete the
bikeway network. Improving the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail with other existing and proposed
bikeways in the Aspen Hill Planning Area would provide a comprehensive network of bikeways
for bicyclists, encourage more individuals to choose multi-modal transportation options, reduce
the congestion in the area during the peak commuting hours, and would promote the health and

welfare of residents within the Aspen Hill communities (Figure 2 shows the existing and

proposed trails in the vicinity of the Study Area).

The trail is very popular, as evidenced by the trail usage data shown in Table 1,
which provides a summary of Trail User Counts performed during the year 2000. While the data
was collected at the intersection of the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail and Dewey Road, which is
located just outside of this project’s limits, it does provide an example of the types and volumes
of trail users. The average number of users per hour is 35. This average was calculated from data

representing the 707 total trail users recorded for the duration of 20 separate hour-long

observations.
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TABLE 1: ROCK CREEK HIKER-BIKER
TRAIL USAGE DEMOGRAPHICS AND VOLUMES*

AGE GROUP

0-14 15-24
Bicyclists (312) 11% 10%
Walkers (312) 10% 10%

Joggers (50) 0% 1%
Inline Skaters (1) <1% 0%
Other (10) 1% 0%
Infants/Strollers (22) 3% 0%
Total (707) 26% 21%

~—~
E
2
=
L]
(=]
®
-
E
=
Q
<

*Data Represents Totals of 20 Separate Hour-Long Observations

The Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail is discontinuous near the Aspen Hill
Road/Veirs Mill Road intersection. Presently, the north side of the trail terminates at the circular
parking area at the Aspen Hill Local Park (see Figure 3). Users of the trail wishing to continue
south across Veirs Mill Road must follow the parking lot driveway to Baltic Avenue, and then
take Baltic Avenue to Adrian Street to Aspen Hill Road. Pedestrians and bikers then must cross
- to the south side of Aspen Hill Road to reach the crosswalk at the Veirs Mill Road/Aspen Hill
Road intersection (see Figure 4). The hiker-biker trail then re-emerges, and continues within
Rock Creek Regional Park south of the signalized Aspen Hill Road/Veirs Mill Road intersection.
Northbound trail users at this point must reverse the route described above to rejoin the trail at
the parking lot in the Aspen Hill Local Park. The dashed orange line shown on Figure 1
represents the existing path trail users must take through the neighborhood.

The existing hiker-biker trail is a multi~usé facility serving mostly recreational
bicyclists and pedestrians daily throughout the year, with larger numbers of users during the
warmer months. Pedestrians use the trail throughout the day for recreational walking and as a
means of travel to community destinations. Although the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail is used

primarily by recreational bicyclists and pedestrians, there is the potential for commuter bicyclists
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to travel from Upper Rock Creek and the Aspen Hill neighborhoods to Bethesda, North Bethesda
and Kensington, and perhaps beyond to Washington, D.C.

NEED

A continuous connection of the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail, between the Veirs
Mill/Aspen Hill Road intersection and the parking area of the Aspen Hill Local Park, is needed
to add continuity to the trail and provide a safer crossing of Veirs Mill Road. Users. currently face

an at-grade crossing at the intersection of Veirs Mill Road and Aspen Hill Road.

To address intersection capacity, the intersection of Aspen Hill Road and Veirs
Mill Road (MD 586) is the subject of a Congestion Relief Study improvement being
implemented by the SHA. Travel demand forecasts for SHA’s study indicate that the intersection
is currently experiencing a failing level of service (LOS F) in the a.m. peak and LOS E in the
- p.m. peak period and is forecasted to deteriorate further. In addition, the intersection of Adrian
Street and Aspen Hill Road also experiences high traffic volumes during the morning and
. evening peak periods. SHA’s programmed improvements at Veirs Mill Road and Aspen Hill
Road will improve the traffic operations, but pedestrians and bicyclists using the Rock Creek
Hiker-Biker Trail will still need to mix with high volumes of motor vehicle traffic as they cross
Veirs Mill Road at grade. Removing the majority of bicycle and pedestrian traffic from the Veirs
Mill Road/Aspen Hill Road intersection will improve the operations and safety of the

intersection for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians.

The existing high levels of traffic present a potential conflict between users of the
hiker-biker trail and vehicles traveling across Veirs Mill Road. Pedestrian crossing signals have
been implemented for the purposes of crossing Veirs Mill Road and Aspen Hill Road. However,
the at-grade crossings and general inconvenience pedestrian and bikers face at these congested
intersegtions may be a barrier to the continued use of the trail from the transition points. In

addition, those same pedestrians and cyclists present an element of danger and inconvenience to
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the motorists. By forcing pedestrians and bicyclists to cross at grade at an already congested
intersection, additional conflicts may be generated by motorists waiting for crossing pedestrians
and cyclists. The increased width resulting from the roadway expansion proposed under the CRS

improvement will increase the amount of time it takes for pedestrians and bicyclists to cross the

roadway.

Further, traffic accidents may result from motorists exceeding the posted speed
limit of 45 mph and reduced reaction time when faced with slower bicyclist and pedestrian
traffic. Data reported by the Maryland State Police for this intersection between January 1, 1998
and July 11, 2001 indicate that three pedestrians and two bicyclists have been involved in
accidents at the Veirs Mill Road/Aspen Hill Road intersection. Of the 41 total accidents reported
at this intersection, there was one fatal accident, a pedestrian collision involving an eastbound
vehicle (four of the five pedestrian/bicycle accidents involved vehicles eastbound on MD 586).
In addition, 24 accidents involved injuries. The most prevalent collision types were rear end
collisions (17), left turn collisions (14) and pedestrian /bicycle (five). There were five accidents
involving the use of alcohol (none of which were pedestrian/bicycle collisions). The types and

severity of these accidents illustrate the need for a safe bicycle/pedestrian crossing near this

intersection.

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED

The new trail alignments for all alternatives would be within existing M-NCPPC
property. The property is heavily wooded with dozens of specimen trees. Specimen trees have a
diameter 30 inches or greater when measured 4.5 feet above the ground. The portion of the
property north of Veirs Mill Road is higher in elevation than Veirs Mill Road. South of Veirs
Mill Road, the property is lower and lies within the 100-year floodplain. The presence of
wetlands is minimal in the adjacent floodplain. The ruips of Veirs Mill lie to the southeast of the

Veirs Mill Road crossing at Rock Creek. The ruins are not impacted by the project. They are
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located outside the project areas of all of the alternates, except Alternate 3. The ruins are located

within 100 feet of the alignment for Alternate 3.

The surrounding community would like the trail screened from their perspective,

however, they requested that the portions of the trail connecting the community to the transit

stops be highly visible to reduce crime and security concerns, especially during hours of

darkness,

Three build alternatives were presented to the public on May 1, 2003 (see

attached plans). A comparison of the alternatives is shown below.

Alternative 1 - No Build (see Figure 5)

Pedestrians and bicyclists would continue to cross, at-grade, at the

signalized intersection.
Alternative does not address the project’s purpose and need.

SHA’s widening improvements include upgrading the -existing

crossing to include pedestrian refuge in the median.

No impacts are anticipated.

Alternative 2 - Slightly Meandering Trail - Original Preferred (see Figure 6)

Provides park-like trail experience for users.

Trail comes no closer than 60 feet of Aspen Hill Park neighborhood.
Partially follows natural contours of park.

Elevated crossing of MD 586 is 600 feet northwest of intersection.
Introduces 1,925 feet of new trail.

Moderate parkland and floodplain impacts.
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Alternative 3 - Winding Park Trail (see Figure 7)

o Provides best park-like trail experience for users.

Trail comes no closer than 70 feet of Aspen Hill Park neighborhood.
o Follows natural contours of park.

Elevated crossing of MD 586 is 900 feet northwest of intersection.
Introduces 2,700 feet of new trail.l

Highest parkland and floodplain impacts.

Alternative 4 - Direct Path Connection (see Figure 8)

e Most direct trail connection.
Provides minimal park-like experience for user.

Trail comes within 25 feet of Aspen Hill Park neighborhood.
Elevated crossing of MD 586 is 400 feet northwest of intersection.

Introduces 1,560 feet of new trail.

Least parkland and floodplain impacts.

Alternative S - Revised Preferred Alternative (see Figure 1)

e Provides park-like trail experience for users.,

Trail provides adequate separation of trail and Aspen Hill Park

neighborhood.

Curved bridge crossing of MD 586 is 370 feet northwest of

intersection.
Adds about 1,670 linear feet of new trail.

Moderate parkland and floodplain impacts.
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Provides access to community and transit stops.

Impacts and Issues Summary

Issues and Alternative |
Impacts No-Build Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4 Alternative 5
Length of Bridge/ | No Structure 750  feet of | 825 feet of | 700 feet of | 610 feet of
Curved Section structure/75 feet | structure/200 structure/200 structure/542
of curved section | feet of curved | feet of curved | feet of curved
section section section
Wetland Impacts No Impacts None None None None
Anticipated Anticipated Anticipated Anticipated
Park Experience None Moderate Best Least Moderate
. Elevated: Elevated: Elevated: Elevated:
Impacts to 100- No Impacts 2,300 S.F. 7,300 S.F. 1,100 S'F. 7,800 S.F.
Year Floodplain Retained: Retained: Retained: Retained:
15,300 S.F. 20,300 S.F. 11,100 S.F. 27,600 S.F.
Parkland Tmpacts | No Impacts 33,500 S.F. 53,500 S.F. 29,600 S'F. 81,900 SF.
Elevated: Elevated: Elevated: Elevated:
Forest Impacts No Impacts 26,000 S.F. 46,000 S.F. 12,000 S.F. 7,900 S.F.
Retamed: Retamed: Retamed: Retained:
30,000 S'F. 50,000 S.F. 15,000 S.F. 57,900 S.F.
Specimen Tree | No Impacts 3 Specimen 3 dpecimen 3 Specimen 4 Specimen
Impacts Trees Trees Trees Trees
Impacts fo Vemrs | No Impacts No Impacts Minimal Impacts No Impacts No Impacts
Mill Ruins . (Within 100 Feet
of Ruins)
Tmpacts will increase for Alternatives 2 to 4 if stormwater management and community connections are included.
Construction None $4.2 54.8 34.1 34.7
Costs (Millions)
PREFERRED FACILITY PLAN

Alternative 2 was the preferred alternative after the first public meeting held on

May 1, 2003. Later, the Aspen Hill Civic Association requested that the project include enhanced

connections to the community and transit stops along Veirs Mill Road and Aspen Hill Road. The

enhancements were applied to the preferred alternative only. Also, as a result of incorporating

the latest topographic survey rather than photogrammetry on Alternative 2, grading impacts

increased significantly for the northernmost 300 feet of the trail. The revised Alternative 2 was
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renamed Alternative 5. These two above mentioned revisions to Alternative 2 would have similar

impacts if included under the remaining alternatives should they be developed further.

Enhancement funding is requested for a shared-use trail that will be 8 feet
minimum in width. Environmental features have been identified during field walks with the
Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and Montgomery County Department of
Permitting Services (DPS), along with correspondence from the Maryland Historic Trust,
Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Environmental Review, DNR Wildlife and
Heritage, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (see agency coordination letters). Based on

input received, environmental impacts have been minimized.

The project is designed to conform to the recommendations of the “Guide for the
Development of Bicycle Facilities” as published by the American Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). The applicable standards of the SHA, the requirements
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and Montgomery County requirements will also be

utilized.

The project includes the following features:
1,060 linear feet of Class I asphalt bike trail of 8-foot width;

610 linear feet of bridge crossing of 12-foot width able to

accommodate light maintenance vehicles (H-10 loading);

555 linear feet of concrete sidewalk of 8-foot width connecting to

adjacent community and transit stops;
stormwater management and water quality enhancement;
e Signage appropriate to design;

design aesthetics or treatments involving an artist who participates on

the design team; and
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e pedesirian lighting on new portions of trail bridge and sidewalk used

to transfer between transit stops.

There are no historic structures, historical districts, or archaeological sites within

the project area for the preferred alignment.

All of the right-of-way for the project is contained within the County-owned

right-of-way/parkland or State right-of-way.

CURRENT STATUS

The M-NCPPC has identified the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge as a
priority project. M-NCPPC with the support of DPWT awarded a contract to URS Corporation to
perform Phase I and II Facility Planning for the project in January 2003.

Data collection and base mapping, utilizing available GIS information provided
by the County, SHA right-of-way plats, SHA CRS Construction Plans, etc. were completed to
- allow for preparation of alternative alignments for the proposed trail. After a preferred route was
selected, topographic survey and geotechnical borings were obtained. Base maps show known
right-of-way boundaries, existing roadway locations, proposed roadway improvements where
known, stormwater management, and other features. The propoéed Class I, or shared-use path, is
shown on the 30 percent completion plans. This alignment was selected from three concepts and
best represents implementation of the trail to minimize environmental impacts, especially

floodplain, wetland, patkland, and specimen tree impacts, while avoiding utilities and disruption

to adjacent residential areas.

The Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge presents the fundamental type of
project that the Transportation Enhancement Program selects for funding. This trail will provide

a safe and attractive path for residents, pedestrians, and bicyclists using the Rock Creek Trail in
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addition to providing a safe, attractive, and lighted path for transit users accessing and

transferring between transit stops.

This project has continued public support as indicated by attendance at public
meetings and forums (meeting summaries attached), and the other individuals that have provided
support letters. The community requested safe, attractive, and lighted areas to the trail, while
adjacent homeowners requested a privacy buffer between their homes and the trail. After the first
public meeting, the community leaders felt that the original design alternates could have better
access to the community, so these requests were reinforced during subsequent nﬁeetings with the
Aspen Hill Civic Association (meeting summary attached). .Afterwards, the community
connections were further enhanced for the preferred alternative and presented at the second

public meeting. A third public meeting was held to introduce the artist and give her feedback.

Communication with SHA officials, including Messrs. Neil Pedersen
(Administrator) and Charlie Watkins (District 3 Engineer), has been ongoing for the past year or
more. They have been supportive of this overall project and encouraged M-NCPPC to apply for
Enhancement funds to facilitate the construction. This is clearly a regional improvement
considering the proximity to transit, schools, and recreational facilities in the vicinity. The
- project team also received recommendations from SHA representatives responsible for
administering the Transportation Enhancement funds program (Mary Feller, Victor Barreira, and
Mike Haley) at a project introduction meeting on June 18, 2003 (see attached meeting summary).

The TEP funding application and cost estimate incorporates these recommendatijons.

Several review meetings took place with M-NCPPC staff. A Development
Review Committee Meeting was held on July 28, 2003. During the meeting a request was made
for a meeting with historical and archeological staff at M-NCPPC. This meeting with Michele
Naru of M-NCPPC Historic Properties and Dr. Jim Sorenson of M-NCPPC Archeology was held
on August 4, 2003. After reviewing the researched documents, the staff determined that the

remains of Veirs Mill are located west of the preferred alignment, southeast of where Veirs Mill
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Road crosses Rock Creek. It was also noted that the alignment for Alternate No. 3 would come

within 100 feet of the remains.

A Plan Review Meeting was held on August 12, 2003 (see attached meeting
summary). Staff was concerned about the minimal benefits of the stair tower on the south side of
Veirs Mill Road; possible revisions that would reduce the large number of trees impacted; and
security, cleaning and maintenance requirements. Addressing these concerns should not

significantly increase the costs of the project and would be addressed during final design.

During final design, the Federal draft trail accessibility standards, which are more
permissive than the current ADA standards for walkways, would need to be approved for use on
the project in order to reduce the large number of trees impacted. The draft standards would be
applied to only the portion of the trail not used for transit access. Using the draft standards would
permit the designers to increase the slope of the trail along the parking areas approaching the
northern limit of work, thereby significantly decreasing the grading requirements. Also, if the
project was allowed to rely on less restrictive stormwater management requirements that

considered the non-motorized users, the treatment requirements would be reduced, thereby

decreasing the tree impacts to a lesser extent.

The Public Arts Trust of the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County
identified this project as an ideal project for incorporating public art. The Trust funded $10,000
to include an artist on the design team during the facility planning process. The artist was
selected through the Public Art Trust’s process. The Public Arts Trust identified a short list of
several artists with experience in bridge and highway design and construction. The artists were
interviewed by a panel consisting of representatives from the Public Arts Trust, Montgomery
County Department of Public Works and Transportation, and the Commission. Vicki Scuri, who

has a national reputation and extensive experience in this type of design, was selected for the

project.

The following outline is a status of Environmental Issues:
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II.

Wetlands

A.

o

Held field walk with agencies on May 9, 2003 (Meeting summary
attached). MDE requested that it be verified that no wetlands are

present at eastern limit of trail. Wetlands were not noted at eastern

- limit during informal JD held on June 21, 2002 for SHA’s MD 586

at Aspen Hill Road project.

URS verifed no wetlands during field investigation held on June

10, 2003.
URS sent follow up letter to MDE on June 17, 2003 (attached).

Waiting for MDE response to follow up letter.
After response, no additional effort expected before TEP

application.

Historical

A.

MHT deterfnined no properties were affected by SHA’s MD 586 at
Aspen Hill Road project. Since study area extended beyond Rock
Creek Trail project limits, no properties are thought to be affected
by Rock Creek Trail project.

URS sent letter and plans to MHT on May 29, 2003, requesting
that MHT concur that no properties affected by Rock Creek Trail
project (attached).

Received MHT’s concurrence on June 20, 2003 (attached).

Briefed Michele Naru of M-NCPPC Historic Properties and Dr.
Jim Sorenson of M-NCPPC Archeology on August 4, 2003.
Determined that the remains of Veirs Mill are located west of the
preferred alignment, southeast of where Veirs Mill Road crosses
Rock Creek. It was noted that the alignment for Alternate No. 3
would come within 100 feet of the remains.

On August 14, 2003, agreed to reqilest from Susan Sodenberg to
include bronze marker for Veirs Mill (attached).

No additional effort expected before TEP application.
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III.

VI

Forest
A,

URS submitted NRI/FSD to M-NCPPC on June 19, 2003
(attached).

B. Received M-NCPPC approval of NRI/FSD on July 25, 2003
(attached).

C. Preliminary FCP submitted on September 3, 2003 (attached).

D. Waiting on review comments on Preliminary FCP.

Floodplain

A. Held field walk with agencies on May 9, 2003 (Meeting summary
attached).

B. Submitted 100-year floodplain study to DPS on May 30, 2003
(attached).

C. Received DPS study approval on July 3, 2003 (attached).

D. No additional effort expected before TEP application.

SWM

A. URS submitted SWM Concept application to DPS on June 24,
2003 (attached).

B. DPS response received August 19, 2003 (attached).

C. URS addressed DPS comments and submitted response on August
29, 2003. Infiltration trenches were added along sections of the
trail at the request of DPS (attached).

D. No additional effort expected before TEP application.

Flora and Fauna

A.

DNR’ Wildlife and Heritage Service: Letter dated February 18,
2002 determined that no Federal or State rare, threatened, or
endangered plants or animals within SHA’s MD 586 at Aspen Hill
Road project site (attached). Since study areavextended beyond
Rock Creek Trail project limits, no species are thought to be

affected by Rock Creek Trail project. DNR strongly encouraged
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Board and County Council will need to act quickly so that the application can be completed and

submitted on time.

PROJECT FUNDING AND COST

Cost Estimate

The preliminary cost estimate that depicts the construction and total costs for the
Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge, and the funding allocation is $5,844,124 (attached).
Transportation Enhancement projects in Maryland are typically funded at 50 percenf State/50
percent Local match. Based on discussions with representatives at SHA responsible with
administering the Transportation Enhancement funding program, the cost of this project is
significantly more than past selections. The maximum expected matching Transportation
Enhancement funds would be $2,000,000.00 for a bridge over a non-interstate roadway. The
SHA representatives further noted that the applicant should be prepared to complete the project
should a full match not be approved.

Schedule

The attached schedule depicts the anticipated timelines for this proposed
Enhancement-funded project. The schedule is based on the assumption that an application for

Transportation Enhancement funds will be submitted in November 2003 with funds being

awarded in January 2004.
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NEXT STEPS

that it’s guidelines on Forest Interior Dwelling Birds (FIDS) and
other native forest plants and wildlife be followed.

DNR'’s Environmental Review Unit: Letter dated January 18, 2002
determined that anadromous fish species are not present in Rock
Creek drainage near the SHA’s MD 586 at Aspen Hill Road
project site (attached). Since study area extended beyond Rock
Creek Trail project limits, no species are thought to be present
within Rock Creek Trail project. DNR also stated that species in
the tributaries to Rock Creek should be adequately protected by the
Use I instream work prohibition period, sediment and erosion
control methods, and other Best Management Practices typically
used for protection of stream resources.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service: Letter dated February 22, 2002
determined that no federally proposed or listed endangered or
threatened species are known to exist within the SHA’s MD 586 at
Aspen Hill Road project site (attached). Since study area extended
beyond Rock Creek Trail project limits, no species are thought to
be present within Rock Creek Trail project.

No additional effort expected before TEP application.

The M-NCPPC is preparing an application for Transportation Enhancement grant

funds to match local expenditures to design and construct the bridge. The grant application

requires evidence that facility planning has been completed, including an approved preliminary

Forest Conservation Plan, and that the County Council has approved design and construction
funding for the project. The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) will set the due date

for grant applications when the Congress approves funding for the renewed program. Since SHA

expects to establish an October or November due date for these grant applications, the Planning
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Board and County Council will need to act quickly so that the application can be completed and

submitted on time.

PROJECT FUNDING AND COST

Cost Estimate

The preliminary cost estimate that depicts the construction and total costs for the
Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail Bridge, and the funding allocation is $5,703,352 (attached).
Transportation Enhancement projects in Maryland are typically funded at 50 percent State/50
percent Local match. Based on discussions with representatives at SHA responsible with
administering the Transportation Enhancement funding program, the cost of this project is
significantly more than past selections. The maximum expected matching Transportation
Enhancement funds would be $2,000,000.00 for a bridge over a non-interstate roadway. The
SHA representatives further noted that the applicant should be prepared to complete the project

should a full match not be approved.

Schedule

The attached schedule depicts the anticipated timelines for this proposed
Enhancement-funded project. The schedule is based on the assumption that an application for
Transportation Enhancement funds will be submitted in November 2003 with funds being

awarded in January 2004.
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ATTACHMENT #7

Rock Creek Pedestrian Bridge -- No. 048703

Category M-NCPPC Date Last Modified September 5, 2003
.~ Agency M-NCPPC Previous PDF Page Number NONE
Planning Area Aspen Hill Required Adequate Public Facility NO

Relocation iImpact None.
EXPENDITURE SCHEDULE ($000)

Thru Remain. Total Beyond
Cost Element Total FY02 FYQ2 6 Years FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FYO07 FYO08 6 Years
Planning, Design
and Supervision 1,025 0 0 1,025 0 0 300 250 325 150 0
Land
Site Improvements
and Utilities 4,486 0 0 4,486 0 0 0 0 3,140 1,346 0
Construction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 5,511 0 0 5,511 0 0 300 250 3,465 1,496 0
FUNDING SCHEDULE ($000
[ TEA-21 i 2,243 ] 0] 0] 2,243 | 0] 0 0] 0] 1,570 | 673 | 0}
[ G.0. Bonds | 3,268 | 0] 0| 3,268 | 0] 0 300 | 250 | 1,895 | 823 | 0}
ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT ($000)
DESCRIPTION

The Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail extends 15 miles from Beach Drive at the District of Columbia line to Lake Needwood in Rock Creek Regional Park. The trail
currently crosses Veirs Mill Road at grade at its signalized intersection with Aspen Hill Road. To the north of Viers Mill Road, the trail is on street for approximately
0.2 miles traversing Aspen Hill Road, Adrian Street, Baltic Avenue, and finally the access drive to Aspen Hill Local Park before continuing northward as a trail.

The proposed pedestrian bridge would provide a grade separated crossing for the Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail over Veirs Mill Road and remove the need for the on
street section described above. It would also provide the opportunity for local residents of the Aspen Hill community to cross Veirs Mill Road on the bridge to access
bus transit or other destinations without crossing at grade at the busy intersection of Veirs Mill Road and Aspen Hill Road.

The project includes a 28-foot high stair tower on the south side of Veirs Mill Road to access the elevated bridge structure. It is envisioned that residents of Aspen
Hill wilt use the stair tower to access relocated transit stops via the pedestrian bridge as opposed to the at-grade intersection of Aspen Hill Road and Veirs Mill Road.

The frequency of use of the stair tower will depend on pedestrian's choice between a more direct route involving crossing at-grade at a busy intersection vs. a grade
separated crossing involving a more circuitous route and climbing stairs.

JUSTIFICATION

The 15-mile Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail is one of the most popular trails in the Washington metropolitan area. A section of the trail near the Aspen Hill Road/Veirs
Mill Road intersection is discontinuous, relying on local streets within the Aspen Hili community {0 access the present trail termini. Further, this route requires trail
users to cross Aspen Hill Road at an unsignalized crosswalk and cross Veirs Mili Road at a signalized crosswalk. Trail users encounter high levels of vehicle fraffic
when using both crosswalks, which are also used by transit users accessing and transferring between adjacent WMATA and County Ride-On bus stops.

On February 13, 2001, the County Council adopted Resolution 14-773 pertaining to the improvement of Veirs Mill Road/Aspen Hill intersection. Listed among the
County Council's recommendations was "accommodation of a potential Rock Creek Hiker-Biker Trail bridge over Veirs Mil Road. The Council will seek State funding

for this pedestrian/bicycle bridge."

Plans and Studies

The Planning Board approved the facility plan on September 11, 2003.
Aspen Hill Master Plan, approved 1994,

Countywide Plan of Trails, approved 1998.

Specific Data

Design

STATUS

The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) is currently awaiting reauthorization of the six-year federal surface transportation legislation, currently known as
TEA-21, that expires September 30, 2003. As early as Fall 2003, MDOT may invite submission of new project proposals for review and consideration for
Transportation Enhancement Program (TEP) funding. Matching funds must be committed and documented in the local jurisdiction's budget prior to approval of TEP
funding. The TEP application requires evidence that preliminary design has been completed and that the County Council has approved funding for the project.

APPROPRIATION AND COORDINATION MAP
EXPENDITURE DATA Facility Planning: Non-Local Parks PDF 958776
Date First Appropriation EY03 ($000) || Trails: Hard Surface Design and Construction PDF
initial Cost Estimate 0 || 768673
First Cost Estimate Montgomery County Department of Transportation
Current Scope FY03 0 || State of Maryland Department of Transportation
Last FY's Cost Estimate 0
Present Cost Estimate 5,511
Appropriation Reguest FY04 0
Supplementai Approp.
Req. FY03 0
Transfer 0
Curmnulative Appropriation 0
Expenditures/
Encumbrances 0
Unencumbered Balance 0
Partial Closeout Thru FY01 Y]
New Partial Closeout FY02 1]
Totat Parlial Closeout 0




Projects must be advertised for construction within 18 months of the letter notifying the sponsor that funding has been awarded or the TEP funds may be withdrawn.

OTHER
The Public Arts Trust of the Arts and Humanities Council identified this project as an ideal project for incorporation of public art. The trust funded $10,000 to include
an artist on the design team during the facility planning phase.
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