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Background

The partially developed 680-acre Northwest Branch Recreational Park (NWBRP) is located in the mid-
eastern portion of Montgomery County, north of Bonifant Road. This area is not currently served by a
regional or recreational park. (Recreational Parks are defined as parks larger than 50 acres that are more
intensively developed than Regional Parks but may also contain natural areas.) (See Figure 1) The
NWBRP currently includes a Golf Course operated by the Revenue Authority, the National Capital Trolley
Museum and a closed landfill. It is adjacent to the existing Layhill Local Park. The undeveloped portion
of the Park has been envisioned for many years as a future recreation area. A master plan is needed at
this time to provide a vision and sketch plan for the park related to many current proposals in and near
the park including: the Trolley Museum relocation, a proposed Verizon Telecommunications Tower, ICC
construction, the Rachel Carson Trail, and the proposed Llewellyn Fields Athletic area. The Park also has
the potential to provide several of the recreation facility needs identified in the 2005 Land Preservation,
Park and Recreation (PROS) Plan. (See Figure 2)

This memorandum presents objectives and related issues, an outreach strategy, and schedule for the
Northwest Branch Recreational Park (NWBRP) Master Plan development, for Planning Board approval.
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Overview

The major focus of the Master Plan for Northwest Branch Recreational Park will be to develop a concept
plan for a family destination area that will complement the Trolley Museum Facilities. With the future
ICC Construction, the Trolley Museum is required to relocate its track and building, and will have a large
new visitors center and car barns. We have an exciting opportunity to provide future facilities such as
picnic areas, playgrounds, trails, etc. to augment the Trolley Museum facilities and have a place where
families and groups could come and spend the day. There is no large picnic/playground facility in this
area at the present time, and Wheaton Regional is extremely overcrowded. Preserving areas for nature
study and nature trails is also important. The Rachel Carson Trail will travel the length of the park to
connect the Trolley Area to Norbeck Road and a hard and natural surface trail system could connect
various elements throughout the park. Additionally, ballfields will be located at the future Athletic area
on the Northern edge of the park near Llewellyn Fields to be constructed by the State as mitigation for
the ICC.

Proposed Plan Objectives

As an early step in the Master Plan process, staff identified preliminary objectives and related issues for
the Park Plan and discussed them with the community and other groups. This input helped shape the
Plan Objectives recommended below. Issues related to each objective that will be explored during plan
development are also discussed.

1. Complement and Enhance Trolley Museum and Related Facilities to provide a Family
Destination Park

The National Capital Trolley Museum (NCTM) is the main component of the Park at the present time. It
opened to the public in 1969 and has approximately 20,000 visitors a year to the Exhibit Hall, car barns

and trolley ride. The preservation and interpretation of the historic trolley system is the major function
of the NCTM and there are many opportunities to expand and enhance this function during future park
development.

The ICC alignment will eliminate the museum at the current site on Bonifant Road, and SHA is funding
construction of a new museum, car barn, trolley track and parking on the undeveloped portion of
Northwest Branch Recreational Park (See Attachment 3). A Plan for the relocation and expansion of the
Trolley Museum was approved by the Planning Board in 1999. The new museum facilities will include
streetcar display, streetcar maintenance and visitor buildings which will look like former electric railway
buildings in Washington, DC. A new railway segment will connect these facilities to the end of the
present railway. A central plaza (not yet funded) is also envisioned for the future which will create a
1950’s urban village setting for the trolley including street furniture, a Little Tavern building, 50’s auto
dealership store, etc. Additional museum features may be provided by partnering in the future with
activities that would draw in families, are historic, and relate to transportation. A possible “festival
area” open space might also be appropriate adjacent to the northeast of the trolley to accommodate
antique car shows, etc.

An important design issue to consider during planning will be providing maximum safety for both park
and trolley users by locating any active recreation areas away from the track, by placing an attractive
safety barrier such as a split rail fence, adjacent to the tracks, and by locating driveways and paths to
avoid the trolley tracks. Views for the trolley passengers must be considered, as well as sharing parking
to reduce impervious areas.



Figure 2 — Existing Situation Map
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2. Provide additional Recreation Facilities to serve area and County Needs

To complement the existing and future facilities at the Trolley Museum, a creative playground with a
transportation theme (one that could showcase play equipment based on airplanes, cars, trucks, and
potentially streetcars) would be a lively addition to the park. Providing trail facilities for bicyclists is also
an important recreation need. Related requests received from individuals or groups include bicycling
facilities on both natural and hard surface trails, a bicycle skills area, and a BMX facility.

Developing the area in a way that does not impact adjacent residents is an important issue to the
community, and concerns regarding noise from any potential dog park have been expressed.

There are several future recreation facility needs identified in the 2005 PROS Plan (Land Preservation,
Parks and Recreation Plan) that can be considered for the Park, including: athletic fields (to be provided
by the future Llewellyn Fields portion of the park); playgrounds, picnic shelters, and group picnic areas,
trails, natural areas and a dog park. The adjacent Layhill Local Park also has 4 athletic fields, shelter and
a small playground. (See Attachment 5) A fifth field being displaced by the ICC will be relocated at
Llewellyn Fields. There are 6 undeveloped areas north of Bonifant Road near the Trolley Museum that
have the potential to provide future Recreation. The rolling meadow topography offers the potential to
develop knoll areas, leaving the lower areas as meadowland with nature trails. (See Attachment 8)

3. Develop a trail system to provide recreation, exercise and connectivity
There are many issues relating to providing a trail system in the Park. The most important include:
e Development of The Rachel Carson Greenway that traverses the park;
e Providing connections to the Layhill Local Park; and
e Developing loop trails for nature, recreation facility access, bicycling, and health and fitness.

These issues are described in more detail below and shown on Figure 3. The ICC Bikeway and related
connections are discussed in Objective 6 on page 8.

A. The Rachel Carson Greenway Trail.

The Rachel Carson Greenway Natural Surface trail is proposed to run north-south through the
eastern portion of the park. Challenges to this trail include its connections to other portions of the
park, including Llewellyn Fields athletic area (which includes wetlands and a required stream
crossing) and the ICC bikeway as well as the adjoining neighborhood. Providing a safe crossing of
Bonifant Road is one of the most difficult issues to be studied, and alternatives may include a user-
activated traffic light. Additionally finding an alignment through the narrow gap between the golf
course and Blake High School will be very difficult.

The 2005 Rachel Carson Greenway Trail Corridor Plan provides the foundation for the study of the
issues relating to this trail, and included the following trail planning recommendations.

1. Assure that the location and design of the Inter-County Connector (ICC) allows safe and
attractive trail passage.

2. Coordinate trail location in relation to golf course and Blake High School. (This area is extremely
right due to close proximity of golf course holes and school ball fields.)

3. Integrate trail location with trolley museum and use museum parking lot for trailhead parking.



Additionally, The Rachel Carson Trail Plan recommended nature interpretive themes for this trail
segment to interpret the “changing seasons”. (See attachment 6)

Figure 3 — Trail Issues Map
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B. Providing trail connections to Layhill Local Park

Connecting Layhill Local Park to the new NWRP recreation area is extremely desirable. Floodplains,
the ICC, and avoiding the trolley track and flood plains make this link difficult. An alignment near the
ICC that uses boardwalk may be the most feasible way to make this connection. The old un-used
portion of the trolley track will also be looked at as a possible trail connection.


































































