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Prior Evaluations of Significance

A

A

Wi ld Acres appears I n Roger
Homes and History of Montgomery County , Maryland

Included as a potential historic property in Limeational
Atlas and Index of Historic Sitgsublished 1976

Surveyed and documented as significant by Sugarloaf
Regional Trails for the Maryland Historical Trust, 1978

Determined eligible for the National Register of Historic

Places for its historical and architectural significance by

Federal Highway Administration and Maryland Historical
Trust, 2000

Historic significance highlighted in a December 1981 article
In Journal of Forestrypy Barry Walden Walsh, an SAF staff
writer, entitledHistoric Wild Acres.Contained photo of
colonial boundary marker with carved initials of early owner
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Ch. 24A-3 Historic Preservation

Ordinance Criteria

A Historical and Cultural Criteria:

(1)a.has character, interest or value as part of the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the
countyeé

(1)c.is identified with a person or persons who influenced
society

A Architectural and Design Criteria

(2)a.embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period or method of construction

(2)b.represents the work of a master
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a.has
character, interest or value as part of the development,

heri tage or cul tur al c hai

A Wild Acres is representative of the country estates which
grew up along Rockville Pike in the early'2€entury

A Rockville-Chevy Chase became popular with wealthy
Washingtonians after area made accessible with
establishment of trolley car and improvements to Pike

A Ranks among finest, alongside 1914 Classical Red@uoaby
Estate designed for Charles Corby, a bread manufacturer &
iInventor; 1931 monumental Beaux Arts stilarwood
House designed for Samuel K. Matrtin Ill, heir to a Chicago
fortune; and 19228 Woodend another Classical Revival
mansion designed for Chester Wells, naval officer, and wife
Marian Wells, an Australian heiress
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character,
Interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteri st iWildsAcresfas @ Fare circaol@18 t

Picture 1D: 286049

Picture File: 02540_194 jpg
Photographer: DR. GILBERT H. GROSVENOR

Legend: Full-length view of the Grosvenors' well-built barn, which has glass windows an d sliding wooden doors. The
small figures of teenaged Melville B. Grosvenor pe tting a pinto pony and another man looking on appear in the picture.



Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character,

Interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteri st iWildsAcresfas @ Fare circaol@18 t

Picture 1D: 286052

Picture File: 02540_197 jpg
Photographer: DR. GILBERT H. GROSVENOR

Legend: Circa 1918, Melville Bell Grosvenor sits to the far left of several rabbit hutc hes containing whirte and brown
rabbits in various stages of maturity. Straw ha ngs from the cages and covers the ground.



Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character,
Interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the counfyarm and Mana@ circa 1929




Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character,
Interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the counwild Acresd circa 1929
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character,

Interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the counwild Acred 1950s

Picture ID: 905295

Picture File: 03100_7278.jpa

Phetographer: VICTOR R. BOSWELL, JR

Legend:  Exterior view of the Grosvenor home in Maryland.
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified
with a person or persons who influenced society

Elsie May Bell m Gilbert Hovey Grosvenor
1878-1964 1875- 1966
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Melville B lI L,ertmd Hu bb rd Mabel n Waters Alexander Graham El e Alex dm Gloria Victoria
Grosve) Grosvenor Harlakende (..mw nor Bellt. rosvenor Carelyn Grosvenor  Grosoenor
1901- 82 1903-86 Grosvenor 1907-585 1909-15 1911- 1918-72
1905-
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified
with a person or persons who influenced society

Gilbert H. Grosvenor (187#%966) as Editor, turned tiidational
Geographic Magazinato a household name

He and his wife lived on Wild Acres for 40 years and celebrated
their 50" wedding anniversary there with 500 guests
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified
with a person or persons who influenced society

Wife Elsie May Bell Grosvenor was daughter of Alexander
Graham Bellwho was a frequent visitor to the farm

Picture ID: 844954

Picture File: 02540_1798.jpg
Photographer: BELL COLLECTION

Legend: Alexander Graham Bell and his daughter Daisy Marian
Fairchild at Wild Acres.
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified
with a person or persons who influenced society
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period or method of construction

The Manor House

A Fine example of Tudor Revival architecture, reflecting earlier
and later styles in two asymmetrical sectirmalf-timbering
with stucco IAfill on the shorter east end and uncoursed
rubblestone on the longer west end

A Asymmetrical appearance more pronounced on north
elevation, with windows arranged as singles, pairs and
triplets; more classical symmetrical on southern elevation

A Views of sweeping lawns and trees planted by the Grosveno
to attract birds on both elevations
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period or method of construction
Granddaughterelen Grosvenor laying cornerstone 1928
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period or method of construction
Cornerstone containing pamphlets about Wild Acres birds
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.embodies the distinctive

characteristics of a type, period or method of construction
Manor Housé 1930s
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period or method of construction
South Elevatiod Adult Grosvenor Children 1933

Picture ID: 286140
Picture File: 02540_285 jpg
Photographer: COVILLE, CABOT

Legend: In June 1933 the Grosvenor children, all adults, form a human train outside on their lawn. From left to right 19
are Gloria, Carol, Lillan, Mabel, Gerrrude, and Melville, Melville Is holding the front paws of an Irish setrer, who ks stand Ing
on his hind legs. Another dog, smaller and shaggy, lies on the lawn in front of the g roup.



Architectural and Design: (2)a. embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period or method of construction
Family Portrait at Wild Acres (South Elevation)
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PictureID: 286097
Picture File: 02540_242 jpg
Photographer: DR. GILBERT H. GROSVENOR

Legend:  Grosvenor family errrmt taken circa 1930 (possibly Christmastime) in front of a large doorway with a wreath
hanging in the window. Standing in the back row, from left to right, are: Cabot Coville, Paxton Blair, Carol Grosvenor,

Gloria Grosvenor, Mabel Grosvenor, and Melville Bell Grosvenor. Seated in the front are Lilian C oville with baby Gilbert

Coville, Gertrude Blair with Joan Blair, Elsie Bell Gr osvenor with Grosvenor Blair, Gilbert H. Grosvenor (President and 20
Editor of the Natio nal Geographic Society) with Helen Grosvenor, and Helen Rowland Grosvenor with Alex ander Grahar

Bell Grosvenor Il.



Architectural and Design: (2)a.
Gr osvenor Fesds Nof Wokds @lmracterze the
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rchitectural an esign. a.
Cast of Owl Plagues by Hashime Murayama




Architectural and Design: (2)a.
Cast of Birds Frieze Hashime Murayama
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.
1950s Interiors of Manor House

PictureID: 905279

Picture File: 03100_7262.jpa

Photographer: VICTOR R. BOSWELL, JR

Legend: Interior view of the Grosvenor home in Maryland.
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.Architectural
Drawings of Manor Houge South Elevation




Architectural and Design: (2)a.Architectural
Drawings of Manor Houge South Elevation (West )
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.Architectural
Drawings of Manor Houge South Elevation (East)
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