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Overview of Presentation

Ä Prior Evaluations of Significance of Wild Acres

Ä Ch. 24A-3 Criteria for Designation of Resource

Ä Wild Acresô Historical and Cultural Significance

Ä Wild Acresô Architectural and Design Significance

Â Manor House

Â Carriage House

Â Gardenerôs Cottage

Ä Historical Integrity of Estate

Ä Conclusion
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Prior Evaluations of Significance

Ä Wild Acres appears in Roger Brook Farquhar, Jr.ôs  1962 Old 
Homes and History of Montgomery County , Maryland 

Ä Included as a potential historic property in the Locational 
Atlas and Index of Historic Sites, published 1976

Ä Surveyed and documented as significant by Sugarloaf 
Regional Trails for the Maryland Historical Trust, 1978

Ä Determined eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places for its historical and architectural significance by 
Federal Highway Administration and Maryland Historical 
Trust, 2000

Ä Historic significance highlighted in a December 1981 article 
in Journal of Forestry by Barry Walden Walsh, an SAF staff 
writer, entitled Historic Wild Acres.  Contained photo of 
colonial boundary marker with carved initials of early owner 
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Ch. 24A-3 Historic Preservation 

Ordinance Criteria

Ä Historical and Cultural Criteria: 

Â (1)a. has character, interest or value as part of the 

development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the 

countyé

Â (1)c. is identified with a person or persons who influenced 

society

Ä Architectural and Design Criteria

Â (2)a. embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 

period or method of construction

Â (2)b. represents the work of a master
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a.has 

character, interest or value as part of the development, 

heritage or cultural characteristics of the countyé
Ä Wild Acres is representative of the country estates which 

grew up along Rockville Pike in the early 20th century

Ä Rockville-Chevy Chase became popular with wealthy 

Washingtonians after area made accessible with 

establishment of trolley car and improvements to Pike

Ä Ranks among finest, alongside 1914 Classical Revival Corby 

Estate, designed for Charles Corby, a bread manufacturer & 

inventor; 1931 monumental Beaux Arts style Marwood 

House, designed for Samuel K. Martin III, heir to a Chicago 

fortune; and 1927-28 Woodend, another Classical Revival 

mansion designed for Chester Wells, naval officer, and wife 

Marian Wells, an Australian heiress 
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a.has character, 

interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the countyéWild Acres as a Farm circa 1918
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a.has character, 

interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the countyéWild Acres as a Farm circa 1918
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character, 

interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the county Farm and Manorðcirca 1929
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character, 

interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the county Wild Acresðcirca 1929
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)a. has character, 

interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the county Wild Acresð1950s
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified 

with a person or persons who influenced society
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified 

with a person or persons who influenced society

Gilbert H. Grosvenor (1875-1966)  as Editor, turned the National 

Geographic Magazine into a household name

He and his wife lived on Wild Acres for 40 years and celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary there with 500 guests
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified 

with a person or persons who influenced society

Wife Elsie May Bell Grosvenor was daughter of Alexander 

Graham Bellwho was a frequent visitor to the farm
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Historical and Cultural Significance: (1)c. is identified 

with a person or persons who influenced society

Birthday Party forWife of Chief Justice Taft
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period or method of construction

The Manor House

Ä Fine example of Tudor Revival architecture, reflecting earlier 

and later styles in two asymmetrical sectionsðhalf-timbering 

with stucco in-fill on the shorter east end and uncoursed 

rubblestone on the longer west end

Ä Asymmetrical appearance more pronounced on north 

elevation, with windows arranged as singles, pairs and 

triplets; more classical symmetrical on southern elevation

Ä Views of sweeping lawns and trees planted by the Grosvenors 

to attract birds on both elevations 
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.  embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period or method of construction

GranddaughterHelen Grosvenor laying cornerstone 1928
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period or method of construction

Cornerstone containing pamphlets about Wild Acres birds 
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period or method of construction

Manor Houseð1930s
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.  embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period or method of construction

South ElevationðAdult Grosvenor Children 1933
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period or method of construction

Family Portrait at Wild Acres (South Elevation)
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. 
Grosvenor Family Arms: ñDeeds Not Words Characterize the 

Nobleò
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Architectural and Design: (2)a.
Cast of Owl Plaques by Hashime Murayama
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. 

Cast of Birds Frieze Hashime Murayama
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. 
1950s Interiors of Manor House
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. Architectural 

Drawings of Manor HouseðSouth Elevation
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. Architectural 

Drawings of Manor HouseðSouth Elevation (West )
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Architectural and Design: (2)a. Architectural 

Drawings of Manor HouseðSouth Elevation (East)


