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ABSTRACT

These guidelines are intended to provide direction in meeting the goals @é¢nemantown Employment Area SectorrPlEhey are approved by

the Planning Board for staff @sn reviewing development proposals and should be used as well by developers in shaping their projects, and by
citizens interested in the pattern and character of development in their community.

SOURCE OF COPIES

The MarylaneNational Capital Park and Rlang Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20943¥60

Online at: http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/community/germantown/index.shtm

THE MARYLANBATIONAL CAPITAL KRARND PLANNING COMBEION

The MarylaneNational Capital Park and Planningr@aission is a btounty agency created by the General Assembly of Maryland in 1927. The
Commission's geographic authority extends to the great majority of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties; the Mé&aglandton

Regional District (MNCPPC planningrisdiction) comprises 1,001 square miles, while the Metropolitan District (parks) comprises 919 square
miles, in the two counties.

The Commission is charged with preparing, adopting, and amending or extardirgenerdaPlan(On Wedges and Corridofs) the Physical
Developmentofthe Marylandl A KAy 32y wSIAA2yFf S5Aa0NROG Ay az2yi3d2YSNE |yR t NAyOS

The Commission operates in each county through Planning Boards appointed by thegmemtynent. The Boards are responsible for alloc
plans, zoning amendments, subdivision regulations, and administration of parks.

The MarylaneNational Capital Park and Planning Commission encourages the involvement and participation of individuals with diaaMilities,
its facilities are accessibl€or assistance with special needs (e.g., large print materials, listening devices, sign language interpretation, etc.),
please contact the Community Outreach Office,-395-4600 or TDD 304951331.
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How to Use These Guidelines

These guidelines are intended to implement the approved and
adopted theGermantown Employment Area Sector Rign
providing design guidance for applicants seeking development
approval or epital improvement projects. They reflect the
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outstanding design.

The guidelines were developed through work with property
owners, residents, institutions, interest groups, and the County
BEecutive.

These guidelines are approved by the Planning Board for use in
developing and evaluating proposed building projects and
applications. They will be revised to reflect new technologies or
field conditions and updated comprehensively at least once
every six years.

With the exception of street standards and Sector Plan
approved features, these guidelines are not regulations that
mandate specific forms and locations for buildings and open
space. They illustrate how Plan recommendations and pririple
might be met, and encourage applicants and public agencies to
propose designs that create an attractive and successful public
realm.

Streetsq These guidelines are in conformance with the Road
Code and are binding unless a waiver is granted by the Algnn
Board to achieve context sensitive design. Local street layouts
illustrate design principles and are not mandated.

Open Space The guidelines are illustrative except for open
spaces identified in the Sector Plan.

Buildingsg The guidelines are ilitrative and are intended to
create an urban built environment.

The Design Framework, Area Wide Design Guidelines and
specific District Guidelines provide general to specific guidance
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Applicants are encouraged to schedule informal consultation
with staff while plans are in an early conceptual stage before
submitting applications. Applicants also should refer to the
Germantown Employment Area sector plan, the Zoning
Ordinance, ad other guideline documents such as the
recreation and noise guidelines.



Introduction

Germantown, a corridor city located in the western end of

Montgomery County along the270 Corridor, is evolving into a

more urban place with mixed aslevelopment, tall buildings

and urban open spaces. The Urban Design Guidelines assist this
transformation and focus upon the public realm. The quality of
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from lively transit centers to natureriented stream valleys will

strengthen the long term economy, sustainability and spirit of

the Germantown community.
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