












essential  to  its operations.   As  set  forth  in  the attached  letter dated December 17, 2009,  from 
Mary Beth Kelly, Deputy Chief in Charge, Facilities Management Division, Technology and General 
Services  Department  of  the  IMF  to  the  Planning  Board,  the  telecommunications  project  is 
necessary for the Bretton Woods facility because it serves as a vital back‐up headquarters facility 
to the IMF Headquarters in Washington, D.C.   
 

(See Attachment 9:   Title 22, Section 286h of the United State Code;   Attachment 10: Articles of 
Agreement:  Article IX-Status, Immunities, and Privileges.) 
 
The treatment of the Bretton Woods Communications Facility as a Mandatory Referral has raised 
considerable questions by numerous entities, including the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee, the 
Montgomery Countryside Alliance (representing six groups),and the Tower Committee itself.  Chair 
Royce Hanson’s letter to the applicant, included with Attachment 10, encouraged the IMF to file the 
Special Exception,  
 
The Mandatory Referral Review 
 
Staff has initiated considerable coordination among civic groups concerning the Bretton Woods 
application, as well as communication with the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee and Historic 
Preservation groups and the National Park Service.   Planning staff notified adjoining and abutting 
property owners within the past 30 days with notice of the hearing date; the notice was placed in the 
Planning Board meeting agenda and on the agency’s website.    
 
The applicant met with Michael Weill, of the National Capitol Planning Commission, but 
corresponded only by email or telephone with representatives of other groups:   Sugarloaf Citizen 
Association, West Montgomery Citizen’s Association, Rustic Road Advisory Committee, and 
National Park Service.  (See Attachment 11:  Applicant’s letters, dated August 24 and September 1, 
2010, outlining community contacts by telephone and email.) 
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