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MEMORANDUM
TO: Montgomery County Planning Board

VIA: {Z’zo'llin Stanley, Planning Director

FROM: Dan Hardy, Chief % “\
Functional Planning and Policy Division

RE: Subdivision Staging Policy Update

The PHED Committee is scheduled to have a briefing on the Subdivision Staging Policy
on February 7 that will cover two topics:

e A briefing by the Executive Branch on the Transportation Policy Area Review
(TPAR) proposed replacement for Policy Area Mobility Review (PAMR)

e Studies for the Planning Department and/or Executive Branch to conduct during
FY 12 in preparation for the 2012-2016 Subdivision Staging Policy

This roundtable discussion provides a brief status report on both topics.
Transportation Policy Area Review (TPAR)

The Executive Branch briefed the Planning Board on the TPAR proposal on July 15,
2010. Since that time, the Executive Branch and Planning Department staffs have been
working to test the proposal using three of the twenty Policy Areas as a pilot test. These
results will not be available for full review by the PHED Committee on February 7, but
the briefing will still be a useful opportunity for the PHED Committee to provide their
thoughts and any direction on TPAR before it is turned over from the Executive Branch
to the Planning Department for further analysis and public outreach efforts in FY 12.
Pertinent policy questions, discussed with the Board in July, include returning to a system
that is reminiscent of “pay and go”, and extending the County’s time horizon beyond the
6-year CIP.

The Executive’s April 2010 report on the TPAR proposal is provided under separate
cover as Appendix A.
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Studies During FY 12

During the past decade, it was common for each Growth Policy document to recommend
the studies to be conducted during the following iteration of the biennial review. The
Planning Board’s 2009-2011 Growth Policy (transmitted in August 2009) recommended
12 such studies. During the subsequent conversion of the biennial Growth Policy to a
quadrennial Subdivision Staging Policy, the status of those 12 studies were briefly
discussed by the PHED Committee and full Council from time to time, but no action has
yet been taken to decide whether they should be conducted as proposed.

At a May 27, 2010 roundtable meeting, the Planning Board reviewed the 12 studies as
shown in Exhibit 1. Most of them were, as of last May, being deferred from FY 11 to FY
12 in order to adjust to the now-adopted quadrennial Subdivision Staging Policy
schedule. The PHED Committee discussed the materials in Exhibit 1 in June 2010 and
July 2010 and deferred any decision on the study status at those meetings.

Staff finds that the status of those studies as presented in May 2010 remains relevant; we
have submitted our proposed FY 12 budget with the capacity to complete those studies.
As noted, many of the transportation related efforts can be standalone analyses or would
perhaps more appropriately be wrapped into the TPAR discussion. There are three areas
we expect some focused discussion and direction would be productive:

e The manner in which carbon offsets should be considered (study F4)

e The interest in revisiting the 2009 recommendation to develop some level of
APF trading that would help promote the extension of APF vesting in transit-
served areas but reduce the County’s pipeline of APF in areas with lesser
accessibility.

e The manners in which the study of non-transportation impact taxes most
affects the economic conditions that might be anticipated when legislation is
adopted in 2012 (study F8 that the Planning Board proposed for Executive
Branch lead).

DH:ha: N:\ MOVE_Transportation\Hardy\ssp at mcpb roundiable 020311 v2.doc

Attachment:
Exhibit 1 - May 2010 Status of Proposed Future Studies in July 2009 Planning Board
Draft 2009-2011 Growth Policy
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