
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 
      Isiah Leggett                            Leslie Miles 
  County Executive                     Chair 
 
 March 30, 2011 
 
Francoise Carrier, Chair 
Montgomery County Planning Board 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
 
Re:  Historic Preservation Commission Evaluation and Recommendation: 
 Silver Spring Baptist Church, 830-832 Wayne Avenue, Silver Spring (Resource #36/61) 
 
Dear Ms. Carrier: 
 

On March 23, 2011, the Historic Preservation Commission evaluated the Silver Spring Baptist 
Church for addition to the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites and/or inclusion in the Master 
Plan for Historic Preservation.  The resource is located at 830-832 Wayne Avenue, in the Silver Spring 
CBD.  The Silver Spring Historical Society nominated this resource for historic designation and submitted 
a completed Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties form.  Under the HPC’s approved Executive 
Regulations, the Historic Preservation Commission must review submitted nominations and forward a 
recommendation to the Planning Board.   
 

The resource, known historically as the Silver Spring Baptist Church and now as the First Baptist 
Church of Silver Spring, consists of a complex of buildings that includes a 1925 parsonage that was 
remodeled and expanded in 1931 to its current Colonial Revival appearance with a rear sanctuary 
auditorium addition, and a 1956 modernist sanctuary at the Fenton Street corner.  
 

The HPC carefully considered testimony and material submitted for the record.  At the conclusion of 
its worksession, the Commission voted 6-2 to recommend the resource be neither added to the Locational 
Atlas nor designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation.  In its deliberations, the HPC 
evaluated whether the resource met the designation criteria identified in the nomination materials, making 
the following findings: 
 
1a.  The historic resource has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the County, State, or Nation.   
The congregation’s needs continue to evolve and so the church does not meet the cultural characteristics of the area.  The 
congregation can’t be separated from its building.    
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