
ATTACMENT 5B



Please help us keep this community enjoyable, safe for our drivers, and able to sustain quality education. 

We urge you deny the annexation of this property and keep our neighborhoods from becoming overcrowded, 

over commercialized, and traffic ridden. 

Please see the attached download -- lists of concerned residents and their individual comments. 

Sincerely, 

Julie Focht 

should be seen as a security concern in today's world. Class sizes keep rising while budgets remain flat or get cut.. 

We are supposed to be one of the best school districts in the country but with this level of growth, that will not continue. 
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change.org 

Recipient: 

Letter: 

planning@gaithersburgmd.gov. 

Greetings, 

Don't let our neighborhood and schools become an overdeveloped, traffic ridden 

eyesore! 
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Signatures 

Name Location Date 

Julie Focht gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Paola Marugan Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Amy Feldman Farb Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Manju Subramanya Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Kassandra Merker Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Scott Petrola Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Alan Kresse Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Stacia Gueriguian Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Sophie Clowes Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Sarah Garwood Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Shira Evans Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Jason Green Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Adam Farb Spencerville, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Bobbie Motiwala Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Michael Patric Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Mary Thomsen Washington, DC, United States 2015-11-05 

Elaine Smullen Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Carolynn Young Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Emily Bosco Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Michelle Woodfork Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Karen Cosgrove Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Susan Crivella Millersville, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Katie Rapp Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Rina Rivera Rockville, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Jennifer Whitman Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Joanne Kostka Germantown, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Lauren Goodwin Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Sumbal Sheldon Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Michele Feuer North Potomac, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Danielle Milo Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 
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Karen Woolery Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Margo Kim Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Corie Reushlein Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Kathy Abbett Kennett Square, PA, United States 2015-11-05 

Danielle Walker Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Eric Reuschlein Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Beth Narrow Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

William Wolle Germantown, MD, United States 2015-11-05 

Aleksey Tulchinsky Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

R Kellogg Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Samuel Marks Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Stacy Loewentritt Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Michelle Morick Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Wayne Hsin Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Kristine Weiss Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Gary Flax Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Shilpa Maheshwari Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Kristen Webb Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Beth Odom Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Katie Schlatter Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Stephanie Kunkle Germantown, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Gwendolyn Francavillo Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Jeff Odom Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Martin Borrok Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Stewart Nickel Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Susan Yee Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Christine Sweeney Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Angela Yeatman Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Kathleen Cristian Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Tammy Pinson Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Ana Plaza Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 

Jeannie Waters Gaithersburg, MD, United States 2015-11-06 
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Bello, Michael

From: Debra Miller <drmiller323@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2015 9:09 AM
To: Bello, Michael
Subject: Quince Orchard Planning

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Michael, 
        I'm writing to you as a resident of Quince Haven and a concerned citizen of the area. I have lived here for 
25 years-raised my children here, and worked for 24 years at nearby Darnestown Elementary. 
        It's a great area! The residents have easy access to shopping, great schools and many county provided 
services. While I'm not opposed to the inevitable-the growth of the area, and realize that more amenities are 
necessary to meet the needs of this increase in population, I think there must be much thought and caution 
before decisions are made to build the kind of dense housing and retail services planned at the corner of 
Darnestown and Quince Orchard Roads. 
        I have several major concern: traffic, school over-crowding, safety of pedestrians-especially students 
walking to and from the high school, and the general quality of life the residents enjoy. A development of this 
magnitude will have grave effects on not only the immediate Quince Orchard area, but on drivers driving 
through potential gridlock on a regular basis. 
       The schools are already overcrowded, and according to school officials, student growth is projected to 
continue. This, and the fact that there are already budgetary constraints on future school construction, it is 
evident that the children in the area will be in overcrowded schools where their learning is compromised.  
        This intersection should not support this kind of high density development. It is my hope that the county 
planners will study this carefully and delay this annexation until it is proven that the schools and roads can 
support such a huge development.  
       I'm looking forward to the next community meeting to further discuss this issue.  
 
Sincerely, 
Debbie Miller 
12648 Granite Ridge Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
drmiller323@gmail.com 
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Bello, Michael

From: Gregory A Harrison <gregoryaharrison@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2015 9:59 AM
To: Bello, Michael; scott.c.stallard@lmco.com
Subject: Johnson Family home development Proposal

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
  
The traffic thru our community of Orchard Hills for commuting and going to and from the Marshall Elementary School via 
McDonald Chapel Drive is already thick enough! 
  
Rt 28 is at a standstill during rush hour near Quince Orchard Road that has not one but two speed cameras back to 
back.....no less. 
  
And, someone thinks it is now a good idea to add 180 more homes? 
  
Please don't let this happen.    DC Metro area is well known for its Misery Index due to Traffic.     
  
To add insult to injury, Someone thought it was a good idea to allow bicyclist to control an entire lane of Qunice Orchard 
Road on the way to Clopper!!!    What is Mo. Co. thinking?   Nobody uses the sidewalks along Q. O. road so stick the 
bikes thereon.   What happened to Common sense in Mo. Co.?     PS   I have a bike and would never Hog a lane of 
traffic!!!    
  
With Professional Regards,  
_________________________________ 
Gregory A. Harrison, Ph.D., P.E. 
Forensic Engineer 
Civil/Safety/Fire Protection Engr. 
MARYLAND REGISTERED PROF ENGR. NO. 8669 
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Bello, Michael

From: Klebs, Elmer <ekle@loc.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2015 3:11 PM
To: 'JSchlichting@GaithersburgMD.gov'; Bello, Michael
Cc: Klebs, Oksana
Subject: Concerns regarding proposed Johnson Property annexation

Dear Mr. Schlichting and Mr. Bello, 
 
As an area resident, I was recently alerted to the proposed annexation of the Johnson Property (at the corner of 
Darnestown Road and Quince Orchard Road) to the City of Gaithersburg, and look forward to future opportunities to 
offer public comment on the proposal before final action is taken.   
 
Mr. Schlichting, as you offered in a posting on the NextDoor DuFief website, please send me “a timeline of the process 
with estimated timeframes.” 
 
Mr. Bello, my neighbors and I are concerned about the proposed density of the property, if annexed and developed as 
planned, and would like our views to be heard. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Elmer Klebs 
11812 Silent Valley Lane 
North Potomac, MD 20878 
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Bello, Michael

From: Klebs, Elmer <ekle@loc.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 04, 2015 4:27 PM
To: 'John Schlichting'; Bello, Michael
Cc: Klebs, Oksana; Rob Robinson
Subject: RE: Concerns regarding proposed Johnson Property annexation

Thank you, Mr. Schlichting, for your response.  It does provide the additional information we need. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Elmer and Oksana Klebs 
 

From: John Schlichting [mailto:JSchlichting@gaithersburgmd.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 04, 2015 3:50 PM 
To: Klebs, Elmer; 'Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org' 
Cc: Klebs, Oksana; Rob Robinson 
Subject: RE: Concerns regarding proposed Johnson Property annexation 
 
Dear Mr. Klebs, 
 
Attached please find the requested timeline for the proposed Johnson property annexation.  Since we produced the 
attached document, we have set two of the dates.  The Planning Commission will be considering their recommendation 
to the Mayor and Council at their regular meeting at 7:30PM on December 2, 2015, and the Mayor and Council will be 
holding their Public Hearing at 7:30PM on February 2, 2016.  Both meetings will be in the Council Chambers here at 
Gaithersburg City Hall.  Also, the Project Page for the Johnson Annexation is now online at the City’s website here: 
 
http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/government/city‐projects/johnson‐annexation‐x‐7067‐2015 
 
I hope this is responsive to your request. 
 

 

John Schlichting | Director, Planning and Code Administration 
City of Gaithersburg | 31 S Summit Avenue | Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
P (301) 258.6330 | C (240) 421‐0812 | JSchlichting@GaithersburgMD.gov  

 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Klebs, Elmer [mailto:ekle@loc.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2015 3:11 PM 
To: John Schlichting; 'Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org' 
Cc: Klebs, Oksana 
Subject: Concerns regarding proposed Johnson Property annexation 
 
Dear Mr. Schlichting and Mr. Bello, 
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As an area resident, I was recently alerted to the proposed annexation of the Johnson Property (at the corner of 
Darnestown Road and Quince Orchard Road) to the City of Gaithersburg, and look forward to future opportunities to 
offer public comment on the proposal before final action is taken.   
 
Mr. Schlichting, as you offered in a posting on the NextDoor DuFief website, please send me “a timeline of the process 
with estimated timeframes.” 
 
Mr. Bello, my neighbors and I are concerned about the proposed density of the property, if annexed and developed as 
planned, and would like our views to be heard. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Elmer Klebs 
11812 Silent Valley Lane 
North Potomac, MD 20878 
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Bello, Michael

From: jack Borrok <borrok@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 04, 2015 10:34 PM
To: councilmember.katz@montgomerycountymd.gov; Bello, Michael
Subject: Johnson construction near QO & 28

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello, 
I live in Quince Orchard Manor and was recently made aware of a possible 180 unit housing project that may be 
constructed near me.  This strikes me as a huge development that will impact the area in a number of negative 
ways.  As a resident, I would like to say I am against this annexation and construction; at the very least we need 
a lot more time to understand the impact of such a project on the area.   
I am hoping my concerns and those of my neighbors do not fall on deaf ears. 
thank you for your time. 
Jack Borrok 
Sioux Ln 
Gaithersburg 
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Bello, Michael

From: Bresnicow@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, November 04, 2015 7:55 PM
To: Bello, Michael
Cc: stallardhome@verizon.net
Subject: Proposed Johnson Property Developement.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Mr Bello, 
Greetings, I am a homeowner in the Orchard Hills community in Gaithersburg and have been following the recent 
development proposal for the adjacent Johnson property and annexation into the City. 
  
I and my neighbors are of course concerned about the potential negative impacts on the community on both traffic, 
schools and overall aesthetics. 
  
We are not opposed to development of homes in moderation, something appropriate for the space.  What we oppose 
strongly is an over crowed high-density development as sounds like is possible.   We are told that the maximum number 
of housing units is 180.  I do not know how many units would really fit comfortably in that space but I'm sure 180 would be 
way too much.  We also oppose high density condo/apartments like the Mallory Square building on Key West Ave. or any 
of the taller multi-story building.   Such buildings would seriously impact the overall feel and appearance of this community 
and negatively affect desirability. 
  
Please keep our interests in mind, I know you will.   
  
Thank You 
Bill Resnicow 
12217 Mcdonald Chapel Dr. 
Gaithersburg. 
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Bello, Michael

From: bjolles1 <bjolles1@verizon.net>
Sent: Thursday, November 05, 2015 9:08 PM
To: Bello, Michael; councilmember.katz@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: Proposed annexation of Johnson property by City of Gaithersburg (at Rte 28 across 

from Quince Orchard High School)

Good evening, 
I am writing to you to express my concern about the proposed plans for the Johnson property where Safeway, 
CVS and Capital One Bank are currently located, as well as the rest of this large tract, which we understand 
from informed parties is slated for annexation by the City of Gaithersburg for developing a "Gateway" to the 
city. Route 28 is already extremely congested during the evening rush hour, with back‐ups frequently starting 
right past Main Street, traveling West, due to the bottleneck at Riffle Ford Road. I live 1 mile above Riffle Ford 
and cannot imagine adding a hundred cars or more (from the proposed 180 units) to that same stretch of 
road. Furthermore, our local schools are already at capacity; adding 180 units will bring many more students 
who will need to pile up in ever‐present "learning cottages" ‐ our school buildings are not designed to absorb 
all those students. Additionally, the area is not well served by public transportation. There are only 2 Ride‐on 
bus lines that serve this area, woefully inadequate for anyone who relies on bus service to get around. Finally, 
the character of this area of Gaithersburg is semi‐rural, due to its proximity with Riffle Ford Road. It must be 
preserved. 
I hope that you will consider other options and stay away from this plan that only benefits the owner of the 
land, to the detriment of surrounding property owners and commuters who use Route 28. A no‐growth or 
low‐growth approach would be preferable: keeping the property as parkland, or building the 30 single family 
homes that are on the original development plan. Thank you. 
  
Bernadette Jolles 
15804 Ancient Oak Drive 
Gaithersburg MD 20878 
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Bello, Michael

From: Jodi Cohen <jkmcohen@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 3:45 PM
To: Bello, Michael
Subject: Johnson Property plans

 
 
Dear Mr. Bello, 
 
After reading about the plans for the Johnson Property, I am taking this opportunity to let you know 
that I am strongly opposed to the development plans.  The area is crowded enough that this would 
make what is already a terrible commute worse.  We don't need any more retail -- the amenities in the 
area are great and we don't need any more people moving into the area to crowd the schools and 
cause more traffic congestion.  As it is, there will be an influx of people with the development of 
Downtown Crown.   
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to voice my concerns. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Jodi Cohen 
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Bello, Michael

From: Steve Gammarino <steve.gammarino@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 3:50 PM
To: Bello, Michael
Subject: Re: Johnson property annexation

Hi Mr. Bello, 
 
I will be testifying on November 12th on behalf of the Hidden Ponds HOA regarding the annexation/rezoning 
of the Johnson Family Property. It would be helpful for me if we could talk before the hearing. Could you 
please give me a call - 240.278.8490 tomorrow or let me know when it would be convenient for me to call you. 
 
Thx Steve - President Hidden Ponds HOA 
 
On Nov 3, 2015, at 2:18 PM, Bello, Michael <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 

Yes. They cannot have their review without receiving our staff report. I’ve sent the completed staff 
report in for recording yesterday. 
 
Thanks! 
  
Mike Bello, RLA, LEED AP BD+C 
Planner Coordinator  
Area 2 Planning Division 
Maryland‐National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
  
301‐495‐4597 
301‐495‐1303 (fax) 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
http://www.MontgomeryPlanning.org 
  

From: Steve Gammarino [mailto:steve.gammarino@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2015 12:24 PM 
To: Bello, Michael <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Cc: Katie Rapp <wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Johnson property annexation 
  
Michael, 
  
In terms of timing, is it important that we meet with you before the hearing? If it is, one option is 
for you to go ahead and meet with the other communities on November 10. Since I have 
flexibility to meet during the day, we could meet separately. Also, will the planning board be 
making their recommendation on November 12th? 
  
Addionally, I just learned from council-member Katz office that The City of Gaithersburg could 
hold a public hearing on this issue as early as November 16th. Are you aware of this and are you 
coordinating your respective evaluations? 
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Thx Steve 
 
On Nov 3, 2015, at 12:06 PM, Bello, Michael <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
wrote: 

Im afraid Khalid’s schedule show him being out on the 11th. But he is back on the 12th, 
Thursday. He is out again on Friday, the 13th. 
  
Mike Bello, RLA, LEED AP BD+C 
Planner Coordinator  
Area 2 Planning Division 
Maryland‐National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
  
301‐495‐4597 
301‐495‐1303 (fax) 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
http://www.MontgomeryPlanning.org 
  

From: Steve Gammarino [mailto:steve.gammarino@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2015 11:41 AM 
To: Bello, Michael <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Cc: Katie Rapp <wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Johnson property annexation 
  
Gang, 
  
I just remembered that 11/10 is my wife's birthday! Is there any chance we could 
get together on Wednesday, 11/11. 

Thx Steve 
 
On Nov 3, 2015, at 9:38 AM, Bello, Michael 
<Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 

Oh youre right. Sorry I have 12 things on my plate and checking 
availabilities is falling.   
  
Steve, sorry and please disregard my last email regarding the 10th. We 
are available and ready on the 10th if your teams like. 
  
Happy early Birthday Katie!  Great month by the way! I love Fall and the 
holidays around here.  
  
Best 
  
Mike Bello, RLA, LEED AP BD+C 
Planner Coordinator  
Area 2 Planning Division 
Maryland‐National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
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301‐495‐4597 
301‐495‐1303 (fax) 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
http://www.MontgomeryPlanning.org 
  

From: Katie Rapp [mailto:wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2015 9:06 AM 
To: Bello, Michael <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: Re: Johnson property annexation 
  
Mike, I thought your supervisor could do the 10th... he says 
below schedule it for the 9th or 10th. I can't do the 9th (it's 
my birthday!). 
  
Katie 

 
From: "Bello, Michael" <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
To: 'Katie Rapp' <wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com>; "'mmehra@qbiop.com'" 
<mmehra@qbiop.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2015 2:57 PM 
Subject: FW: Johnson property annexation 
  
fyi 
  
Mike Bello, RLA, LEED AP BD+C 
Planner Coordinator  
Area 2 Planning Division 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
  
301-495-4597 
301-495-1303 (fax) 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
http://www.MontgomeryPlanning.org 
  

From: Afzal, Khalid  
Sent: Monday, November 02, 2015 1:54 PM 
To: Bello, Michael <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: RE: Johnson property annexation 
  
I am out on sick leave Wednesday thru Friday, so try to schedule 
this meeting on the 9th or 10th.  
K 
  
Khalid Afzal 
Supervisor, Area 2 Division 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
301-495-4650 
Khalid.afzal@montgomeryplanning.org 
  

From: Bello, Michael  
Sent: Monday, November 02, 2015 1:15 PM 
To: Afzal, Khalid <khalid.afzal@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: FW: Johnson property annexation 
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fyi 
  
Mike Bello, RLA, LEED AP BD+C 
Planner Coordinator  
Area 2 Planning Division 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
  
301-495-4597 
301-495-1303 (fax) 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
http://www.MontgomeryPlanning.org 
  

From: steve.gammarino@gmail.com 
[mailto:steve.gammarino@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 02, 2015 11:38 AM 
To: Bello, Michael <Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org>; 
Katie Rapp <wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com> 
Cc: mmehra@qbiop.com; Tashu Travedi 
<ttrivedi1001@gmail.com>; eomajor@comcast.net; Martin Cunniff 
<Martin.Cunniff@arentfox.com>; David Klein 
<dLk27a@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Johnson property annexation 
  
Katie and Mike, 
  
At this time, I think it would be valuable for the leadership of 
the communities to meet with Michael before the November 
12th hearing. Given Katie's preference for an evening 
meeting, we can have one or more Hidden Ponds Board 
members svailable November  5,6,9 or 10. If necessary, we 
could meet at my house.  
  
Please let me know what works for you.  
  
I'm coping the Hidden Ponds Board on this communication.  
  
Thx Steve 
  
 
On Nov 2, 2015, at 9:46 AM, Bello, Michael 
<Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 

Hi Katie 
  
Same over there! Happy Belated Halloween! Great. 
We’re happy to meet at your team’s earliest 
convenience. We can meet during the day or 
evening during the business week. We can meet 
you at any of your community meetings as well. We 
can also conduct a conference call if you like. 
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I am only working on the Johnson Annexation. 
There are two other folks working on two other 
annexations: one in Shady Grove, and another in 
Kensington. Not sure what other annexation you 
speak of regarding QO/28. You may want to 
contact Josh Sloan with Vika Engineering. They are 
dedicating right-of-way along 28 and 124 and 
acquiring a part of 124 in order to show the 
Johnson property is contiguous and adjoining. 
Josh’s team is representing the Johnson 
Annexation if you would like more information. 
 
Quick facts regarding how annexations work in 
Maryland/Montgomery County and about this 
petition: 
        Josh Sloan and Vika are the leading planning 
and strategy team representing the Johnson 
Annexation.  
        While we review and transmit our findings to 
the county council.  
        The entire petition is required by law to be 
processed, including our staff report, because the 
City of Gaithersburg is approved the annexation 
and is siding with the applicant. 
        The county council has not denied an 
annexation to date.  
        The state only provides a regulation to which 
municipalities have to abide by when applying for 
annexation (the 5-year moratorium, contiguous and 
adjoining, etc.). 
  
Please let your community team know that my team 
and I are not permitted to stop an annexation but 
only review and transmit our findings. 
 
We look forward to meeting with you. 
  
Best regards, 
  
  
Mike Bello, RLA, LEED AP BD+C 
Planner Coordinator  
Area 2 Planning Division 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
  
301-495-4597 
301-495-1303 (fax) 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
http://www.MontgomeryPlanning.org 
  

From: Katie Rapp 
[mailto:wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 02, 2015 8:07 AM 
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To: Bello, Michael 
<Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: Re: Johnson property annexation 
  
Hi Mike... I hope you had a good weekend. 
Munish and I are going to reach out to the 
other community associations and get back to 
you with possible meeting times. I wanted to 
ask if it needs to be during business hours or 
are weekends/evenings a possibility for you? I 
am a single mom and I'm running low on 
annual leave that I have to save for winter 
break. I'll figure something out but wanted to 
ask if this is an option. 
  
Thanks for your help. I wanted to ask you... we 
found out the other corner of the QO/28 
intersection is simultaneously going through 
the annexation process. Are you doing the 
report for that annexation as well? Can you let 
me know who is and what the dates are as far 
as public comment getting included in that 
report and hearings. I'll let people know as it all 
affects anyone living in this area. 
  
Have a good day. 
 
Katie 

 
From: "Bello, Michael" 
<Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org> 
To: 'Katie Rapp' <wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com>; 
"'wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com'" 
<wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2015 5:54 PM 
Subject: Johnson property annexation 
  
Hi Katie, Munish, 
  
I’m writing regarding the Johnson property annexation. 
Please take a moment to find a few available days during 
the next few weeks to meet with us at our office in Silver 
Spring (address below). 
Once I have your times I will send a meeting request to 
you and your selected team as well as my supervisor and 
team to come together here and discuss the annexation in 
more detail. 
 
Thank you! 
  
Mike Bello, RLA, LEED AP BD+C 
Planner Coordinator  
Area 2 Planning Division 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
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8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring MD 20910 
  
301-495-4597 
301-495-1303 (fax) 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
http://www.MontgomeryPlanning.org 
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Bello, Michael

From: Williams, Catherine <Catherine.Williams@hq.doe.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 3:49 PM
To: Bello, Michael
Subject: The Johnson Property (Intersection of 28 and Quince Orchard - Please STOP the over 

development of our community

I have been a Montgomery County resident in the Wootton Cluster for more than 30 years, and I have seen a growing 
devastation of our community.    The overdevelopment of the RIO, then compressed design of the Crown Farm, and now 
the Johnson Property.   Our community is being devastated by the huge demand on its LIMITED resources.    The traffic 
in our area is non‐stop and now bumper to bumper every day.    The county has let the infrastructure deteriorate and 
we can't support the massive number of people being pulled into the area.    Not to mention the increased crime, road 
rage, and stress on our limited resources for schools.   
 
Please stand up and STOP the constant and pervasive over development in the Wootton/Frost/DuFief Cluster.    It's 
stressing the families and communities in this area.   We have seen massive demands on our limited resources.   We 
know the push is think of all the growth and income, but the reality is we can't sustain this development.   The 
developers get approvals for completely un‐realistic designs and the families living in this area are experiencing a drop in 
"quality of life".    Enough is Enough..  Stop the massive destruction of the suburbs.      
 
We don't need more CRAP, more STORES, or MORE traffic.    We want a quality of life back.     
 
Please stop the insanity.    
 
Sincerely, 
Rob and Cathy Williams  
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Bello, Michael

From: Igor Brailovsky <ibrailovsky@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 4:21 PM
To: Bello, Michael
Subject: “Johnson Property" rezoning and redeveloping

Dear Mr. Bello, 
 
I am asking you to reject/stop current plans on redevelopment of the intersection of Rt.28 and Quince 
Orchard Rd. 
Building apartments or condominiums at that intersection will: 
- overcrowd already large class sizes in Quince Orchard HS 
- instantly create additional traffic congestions around that intersection, which is already congested during 
rush hour 
- turn cozy suburban area into a noisy urban block 
 
Sincerely, 
Igor Brailovsky, 
Montgomery County Resident since 1989 
(301) 919-3935 

ATTACHMENT 5B



12

Bello, Michael

From: Elena <elenabrailovsky@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 5:07 PM
To: Bello, Michael
Subject: “Johnson Property" rezoning and redeveloping

Dear Mr. Bello, 
 
I am asking you to reject/stop current plans on redevelopment of the intersection of Rt.28 and Quince 
Orchard Rd. 
Building apartments or condominiums at that intersection will: 
 
- overcrowd already large class sizes in Quince Orchard HS 
- instantly create additional traffic congestions around that intersection, which is already congested during 
rush hour 
- turn cozy suburban area into a noisy urban block 
 
Sincerely, 
Elena Brailovsky, 
Montgomery County Resident since 1995 
(301) 275-6221 
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Bello, Michael

From: SUSANA BUENANO <sus959sus@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 5:06 AM
To: Councilmember.Rice@montgomerycountymd.gov; 

Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov; Bello, Michael
Cc: Vladimir Mejia
Subject: The Johnson property - rezoning

Dear Montgomery County Council Members Rice and Katz and Mr. Bello: 
 
We have been alerted about the plans to develop the crossroads at Route 28 and Quince Orchard 
Road.   
 
There are many reasons to oppose to this development, just to mention the most important:  it will 
have a negative impact in the already crowded area schools.  It is also important to mention the 
limited road capacity.  
 
We are confident that the report with the County Planning Recommendations for Annexation of the 
Johnson Property to be discussed on November 12, will incorporate the concerns of our 
neighborhood. 
 
We are certain that we will be very well represented, through you, and that our voices will be heard. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Mejia-Buenaño family 
301 675 9650 
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Bello, Michael

From: Xiaole Chen <xcnp08@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 9:46 AM
To: Bello, Michael
Subject: Johnson Property

Dear Mr. Bello, 

I'm writing to express my concern about the proposed Johnson Property that will be developed at the corner of 
Route 28 and Quince Orchard Ave.   
 
I have lived in the Dufief Mill area for 20 years and have children attend Wootton High School.  Traffic jam has 
been a growing problem for the residents in this area, and it's getting worse and worse. Wootton Park Way is 
the route the school buses take every morning.  what should have been a 10 minute drive often takes more than 
30 minutes.  The students take big naps on the road, but often arrive late for school.  
 
Traffic from Route 28 each feeds into Wootton Park Way and 270 south. I take Route 28 every morning and 
experience the heavy traffic daily.  I trust you have heard of the horror on 270 south each morning. It's jammed 
up from far north of Germantown each morning. Johnson Property will only aggravate all these problems.  

The majority of the residents in our neighborhood share my concern.  I hope the state, county and city will hear 
our voices and decide AGAINST Jonhson Property development. 
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Bello, Michael

From: Hoffman, Lindsay <Lindsay.Hoffman@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 1:56 PM
To: 'bjolles1'; Bello, Michael
Subject: RE: Proposed annexation of Johnson property by City of Gaithersburg (at Rte 28 across 

from Quince Orchard High School)

Dear Ms. Jolles, 
 
Thank you for your email regarding the proposed annexation of the Johnson family‐owned property at the corner of 
Routes 28 and 124.  My name is Lindsay Hoffman and I work with Councilmember Katz on matters related to land 
use.  He and I have discussed your email and he has asked that I respond on his behalf. 
 
We have been following this proposed annexation closely and I’d like to share the process for this type of action.  If a 
landowner holds property within a municipality’s maximum expansion limits, they may file a petition with that 
municipality for annexation.  It is, truly, the municipality that makes the decisions during this process.  The City of 
Gaithersburg will vote on whether to annex the property and the county is unable to stop that process.   
 
The County Council has only a minor role.  If the County Council does not agree with the density and use of the proposed 
development, it cannot block the annexation.  The county can, though, require that the land stay under existing county 
zoning for the first five years of annexation.  After that period, the City may apply its own zoning regulations to the 
property and development under the new zone may proceed. 
 
The County’s portion of this process begins with a recommendation from the Montgomery County Planning Board. This 
item is scheduled for discussion before the Planning Board during their meeting this Thursday, November 12th.  Their 
recommendation will, then, be transmitted to the County Council. 
 
The City of Gaithersburg, though, will make the decision about whether to annex.  The City contact on this project is Rob 
Robinson, Long Range Planning Manager.  He can be reached at 301‐258‐6330/ rrobinson@gaithersburgmd.gov.  He has 
informed me that a public hearing will be held at the City Council on February 1, 2016. In the meantime, the City has 
launched a webpage devoted to the proposal – it can be found under the City Projects section of the Gaithersburg 
website and includes details of the process and timeline for the proposal.  Click here for that website.   
 
As this process moves forward, our office will continue to closely monitor this issue and we look forward to staying in 
touch. 
 
Lindsay 
 
 
Lindsay J. Hoffman 
Legislative Senior Aide 
Office of Councilmember Sidney Katz 
direct: 240‐777‐7817 
 

From: bjolles1 [mailto:bjolles1@verizon.net]  
Sent: Thursday, November 05, 2015 9:08 PM 
To: Michael.Bello@montgomeryplanning.org; Katz's Office, Councilmember 
<Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
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Subject: Proposed annexation of Johnson property by City of Gaithersburg (at Rte 28 across from Quince Orchard High 
School) 

 
Good evening, 
I am writing to you to express my concern about the proposed plans for the Johnson property where Safeway, 
CVS and Capital One Bank are currently located, as well as the rest of this large tract, which we understand 
from informed parties is slated for annexation by the City of Gaithersburg for developing a "Gateway" to the 
city. Route 28 is already extremely congested during the evening rush hour, with back‐ups frequently starting 
right past Main Street, traveling West, due to the bottleneck at Riffle Ford Road. I live 1 mile above Riffle Ford 
and cannot imagine adding a hundred cars or more (from the proposed 180 units) to that same stretch of 
road. Furthermore, our local schools are already at capacity; adding 180 units will bring many more students 
who will need to pile up in ever‐present "learning cottages" ‐ our school buildings are not designed to absorb 
all those students. Additionally, the area is not well served by public transportation. There are only 2 Ride‐on 
bus lines that serve this area, woefully inadequate for anyone who relies on bus service to get around. Finally, 
the character of this area of Gaithersburg is semi‐rural, due to its proximity with Riffle Ford Road. It must be 
preserved. 
I hope that you will consider other options and stay away from this plan that only benefits the owner of the 
land, to the detriment of surrounding property owners and commuters who use Route 28. A no‐growth or 
low‐growth approach would be preferable: keeping the property as parkland, or building the 30 single family 
homes that are on the original development plan. Thank you. 
  
Bernadette Jolles 
15804 Ancient Oak Drive 
Gaithersburg MD 20878 
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Bello, Michael

From: Susana <sus959sus@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2015 7:26 AM
To: Hoffman, Lindsay
Cc: Rice's Office, Councilmember; Bello, Michael; Vladimir Mejia
Subject: Re: The Johnson property - rezoning

Dear Ms. Hoffman; 
 
Thank you very much for your detailed message, I understand the level of participation and decision making of 
the County Council; however by continuing to monitor and keeping us informed is already a lot. 
 
We will contact Mr. Robinson at the City of Gaithersburg. 
 
Regards, 
 
The Mejia Buenaño family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Nov 10, 2015, at 11:18 AM, Hoffman, Lindsay <Lindsay.Hoffman@montgomerycountymd.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mejia‐Buenaño family, 
  
Thank you for your email regarding the proposed Annexation of the Johnson family‐owned 
property at the corner of Routes 28 and 124.  My name is Lindsay Hoffman and I work with 
Councilmember Katz on matters related to land use.  He and I have discussed your email and he 
has asked that I respond on his behalf. 
  
We have been following this proposed annexation closely and I’d like to share the process for this type of 
action.  If a landowner holds property within a municipality’s maximum expansion limits, they may file a 
petition with that municipality for annexation.  It is, truly, the municipality that makes the decisions 
during this process.  The City of Gaithersburg will vote on whether to annex the property and the county 
is unable to stop that process.   
  
The County Council has only a minor role.  If the County Council does not agree with the density and use 
of the proposed development, it cannot block the annexation.  The county can, though, require that the 
land stay under existing county zoning for the first five years of annexation.  After that period, the City 
may apply its own zoning regulations to the property and development under the new zone may proceed. 
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The County’s portion of this process begins with a recommendation from the Montgomery County 
Planning Board. This item is scheduled for discussion before the Planning Board during their meeting this 
Thursday, November 12th.  Their recommendation will, then, be transmitted to the County Council. 
  
The City of Gaithersburg, though, will make the decision about whether to annex.  The City contact on 
this project is Rob Robinson, Long Range Planning Manager.  He can be reached at 301‐258‐6330/ 
rrobinson@gaithersburgmd.gov.  He has informed me that a public hearing will be held at the City 
Council on February 1, 2016. In the meantime, the City has launched a webpage devoted to the proposal 
– it can be found under the City Projects section of the Gaithersburg website and includes details of the 
process and timeline for the proposal.  Click here for that website.   
  
As this process moves forward, our office will continue to closely monitor this issue and we look forward 
to staying in touch. 
  
Lindsay 
  
  
Lindsay J. Hoffman 
Legislative Senior Aide 
Office of Councilmember Sidney Katz 
direct: 240‐777‐7817 
  
From: SUSANA BUENANO [mailto:sus959sus@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 5:06 AM 
To: Rice's Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Rice@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Katz's Office, 
Councilmember <Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; 
Michael.bello@montgomeryplanning.org 
Cc: Vladimir Mejia <sus959@comcast.net> 
Subject: The Johnson property ‐ rezoning 
  
Dear Montgomery County Council Members Rice and Katz and Mr. Bello: 
  
We have been alerted about the plans to develop the crossroads at Route 28 and 
Quince Orchard Road.   
  
There are many reasons to oppose to this development, just to mention the most 
important:  it will have a negative impact in the already crowded area schools.  It is also 
important to mention the limited road capacity.  
  
We are confident that the report with the County Planning Recommendations for 
Annexation of the Johnson Property to be discussed on November 12, will incorporate 
the concerns of our neighborhood. 
  
We are certain that we will be very well represented, through you, and that our voices 
will be heard. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
The Mejia-Buenaño family 
301 675 9650 
  
  

ATTACHMENT 5B



5

Bello, Michael

From: Mohamed Ghorab <mkghorab@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2015 4:41 PM
To: Bello, Michael
Cc: Arwa El Hagrasy
Subject: My opposition to the proposed development of the Johnson Property

 
 
Dear Mr. Bello, 
It has come to my attention that the Johnson Property (intersection of Route 28 and Quince Orchard Road area) are in 
the early talks of development.  I am writing this email to voice my strong opposition to the proposed plan for the 
development of the Johnson property at the Intersection of 28 and Quince Orchard.  The impact of the proposal if 
approved would be devastating to our area, particularly schools. We deliberately selected our house for the school 
district and pay significant property tax simply to send our children to a good school. However, as you know, the school 
district where I reside (Wootton HS) is already over‐crowded. The building of the proposed development is very 
frustrating and unfair as the overcrowded Schools will be expected to absorb more children anticipated by the building 
of this development. With the current limited resources and Wootton HS facility size this overflow of students will 
negatively impact the quality of education they receive.   Thus, I strongly oppose the proposal  and sincerely hope  you 
also reject it. 
 
Thank you for your attention in this matter, 
 
Sincerely, 
Mohamed Ghorab 
14613 Settlers Landing Way, 
North Potomac, MD  20878 
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