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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY 

This Supplemental Staff report is an update to Staff Report Completed on September 14, 2015 
for Item Nos. 4A and 4B, Planning Board Hearing Date September 24, 2015.  On September 16, 
2015, the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services confirmed that a Water 
Quality Inventory was acceptable, and that a Water Quality Plan for the project was not 
required.  Therefore, the Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan has been removed from the 
agenda and all references to a water quality plan in the Staff Report should be disregarded. 

AGENDA UPDATES 

Item 4A. Staff recommends approval of the Preliminary Forest Conservation Plan No. 
PP2015002, with conditions. 

Original Item 4B. The Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan has been removed from the agenda 
because the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (“MCDPS”) has determined 
that a Water Quality Plan is not required.  The Planning Board agenda has been updated to 
reflect this by renaming the Montgomery County Department of Parks’ Facility Plan for this 
project (previously listed as Item 4C) as Item 4B. 

STAFF REPORT UPDATE 

On May 22, 2015, the Montgomery County Department of Parks (“Applicant”) filed an 
application for approval of a forest conservation plan and preliminary/final water quality plan to 
construct an 8 to 12-foot-wide, hard-surface, multi-use trail on the east side of MD 355 
(Frederick Road), connecting an existing asphalt trail from Snowden Farm Parkway to the south 
entry of the future Little Bennett Regional Park Day Use Area (“Application”).  The project 
includes stream restoration improvements within Sopers Branch tributary and stormwater 
management mitigation for MD 355. 
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On September 14, 2015, the Staff Report was posted online, and the approval memo from 
MCDPS for its portion of the Water Quality Plan review was pending. The Staff Report included a 
recommendation to approve the Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan for the project 
conditioned on receipt of MCDPS’ approval memo prior to Planning Board approval of the Water 
Quality Plan.  On September 16, 2015, MCDPS confirmed in writing that a Water Quality 
Inventory was acceptable, and that a Water Quality Plan for the project was not required.  
Under the provision of the SPA law, the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services 
is the lead agency for determining applicability of Chapter 19 of the Montgomery County Code, 
including the requirements to either submit a Water Quality Plan or a Water Quality Inventory.  
MCDPS has determined that this Application is not required to submit a Water Quality Plan and 
only requires a Water Quality Inventory.  M-NCPPC has no regulatory action involved with the 
approval of a Water Quality Inventory; therefore, the Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan has 
been removed from the Planning Board agenda and all references to a water quality plan in the 
Staff Report should be disregarded.  

 
MCDPS approved a Water Quality Inventory, including a stormwater management concept, for 
the Application by letter dated September 16, 2015 (Attached).  Stormwater management will 
be accommodated by using Environmental Site Design practices including permeable pavement, 
a rain garden, sheet flow to a conservation area and non-rooftop disconnection.  Payment of 
stream and BMP monitoring fees will be required by the Applicant for the areas located in the 
Special Protection Area. 

 

Attachment: MCDPS Approval Memo 
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