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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Transmit the following comments to the Montgomery County Department of Transportation: 
 

1. The project must adhere to the approved Forest Conservation Plan Exemption/Tree Save Plan 
and Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan. 

 
Previous Board Actions  
The Briggs Chaney Middle School bus lot was previously included in the application for MR2010804 
Thompson Road Connection, which went to the Planning Board on June 10, 2010.  The bus lot design 
plans were behind the schedule of the roadway connection and MCDOT requested that the bus lot be 
dropped from the project being reviewed by the Board.  Subsequently, the Thompson Road connection 
project was approved with comments and recommendations.  
 
Mandatory Referral Review 
The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) proposal for the construction of the 
26-foot wide asphalt driveway and associated sidewalks from the current bus lot to the intersection of 
Rainbow Drive and Thompson Road requires the Mandatory Referral review process under the 
Montgomery County Planning Department’s Uniform Standards for Mandatory Referral Review. State 
law requires all federal, state, and local governments and public utilities to submit proposed projects for 
a Mandatory Referral review and approval by the Commission. The law requires the Planning Board to 
review and approve the proposed location, character, grade and extent of any road, park, public way or 
ground, public (including federal) building or structure, or public utility (whether publicly or privately 
owned) prior to the project being located, constructed or authorized. 
 
The Montgomery County Forest Conservation Law is applicable to the project. However, the project 
qualifies for, and has been granted, an exemption by Planning Department staff (#42016065E) under the 
provisions of Section 22A-5(t) as a “Modification of existing non-residential property.”  In addition, the 
project is located in the Upper Paint Branch Special Protection Area and is therefore subject to Water 
Quality Plan requirements.  A summary of this review is provided in this staff report with a more 
complete analysis provided in the associated Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan staff report (Item B). 
 
Site Description 
The project is located on the north side of the Briggs Chaney Middle School, directly in front of the 
existing building.  At the existing bus loop entrance, there are woods on both sides of the existing drive.  
The proposed work focuses on the east side of the existing drive outside of the wooded area.  The rest 
of the area contains a line of trees dominated by white pines, as well as an open grassy area. 
 
Project Description 
The project provides a 26-foot-wide asphalt driveway from the intersection of Rainbow Drive and 

Thompson Road to the bus lot. The addition of the driveway creates a one-way bus drive, eliminating 

the single entrance/exit loop that exists currently. The project also provides a 6-foot to 8-foot-wide 

concrete sidewalk along the proposed driveway. A bio-swale with 9’-2" of bottom width and a 3:1 side 

slope will be constructed between the proposed driveway and the sidewalk. A grass swale that is 4’-6" 

wide with a 3:1 side slope will be constructed behind and along the curb just north of the school building 

for stormwater management purposes. 
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Master Plan Consistency 
The Cloverly Master Plan (1997) makes specific recommendations for Thompson Road and Briggs 
Chaney Middle School to enhance the safety for the drop-off of students.  The Master Plan did not 
recommend a specific design.  It was anticipated at the time that any related projects would be done on 
either right-of-way or Montgomery County Public Schools property and be reviewed by the Planning 
Board under the Mandatory Referral procedure. 
 
The proposed one-way driveway was selected to eliminate pedestrian conflicts that can occur with the 
current single entrance bus loop design. The project is consistent with the recommendations in the 
Master Plan. 
 
Public Outreach 
A notice of the Mandatory Referral was sent to area citizens associations. In addition, MCDOT sent an 
updated newsletter to adjacent and confronting property owners in April of 2016. 
  
Impacts to Parkland 
This application has no impacts on Parkland. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 

Environmental Guidelines 

The project area does not contain any environmental buffers, streams, other sensitive features.  It is 
located in the Cloverly Master Plan area, the Upper Paint Branch Special Protection Area, and within the 
Upper Paint Branch watershed, which is classified by the State of Maryland as Use Class III waters. The 
project is in compliance with the Environmental Guidelines. 
 

Forest Conservation 

The Application meets the requirements of Chapter 22A of the Montgomery County Forest Conservation 
Law.  The accompanying Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan staff report (Item B) includes a complete 
analysis.  
 
Special Protection Areas (SPA) Water Quality Plan 
This project is located within the Upper Paint Branch SPA and on publicly owned property.  The 
Mandatory Referral project is required to obtain approval of a water quality plan under Section 19-62 of 
the Montgomery County Code.  The Preliminary/Final Water Quality Plan staff report (Item B) includes a 
complete analysis.  
 
CONCLUSION 
Staff recommends that the Planning Board approves the Mandatory Referral and transmits 
recommendations as specified on page two of this staff report. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. MCDOT Mandatory Referral Request 
B. Rainbow Drive – Thompson Road Bus Lot Reconstruction SPA Plan 
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