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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 

THE MARYLAND NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION  

 
FROM:  Molline Jackson,  

Art Review Panel Coordinator 
 

PROJECT: Downtown Silver Spring   
  SITE PLAN No. 819990020 
 
DATE:  October 7, 2015 

 
The Art Review Panel has generated the following meeting minutes based on our discussion of the design 
concept for the public use space on September 16, 2015 for Downtown Silver Spring. The 
recommendations provided in this memo should be incorporated into your review and considered by the 
Planning Board prior to the certification of the Site Plan and/or prior to the release of the first building 
permit. Should you have any additional questions and/or comments please feel to contact me. 
  
 

Attendance:  
Elza Hisel-McCoy (Area 1 – Supervisor) 
Molline Jackson (Art review Panel Coordinator) 
Mark Kramer (Panelist) 
Judy Sutton Moore (Panelist) 
Damon Orobona (Panelist) 
Germano Gomez (Panelist) 
 
Dan Figueroa (Applicant) 
Kelly Price (Applicant) 
Joseph Serrota (Architect) 
Jack Devine (Public Art Consultant) 
 
Meeting Notes: 

- Located at in Downtown Silver Spring, off Ellsworth Drive. 
- The existing stairwell will be renovated and remodeled, and the existing mosaic tiling will be 

removed (per the artist’s previous consent).  
- The proposed artistic panels will be painted on translucent acrylic, with a minimum life 

expectancy of 35-years. The panels will be sandwiched together between 2 tempered glass 
panels and illuminated by LEDs within the hand railings.  

- The artist’s ability to control the complexity/ simplicity of his composition made him the most 
suited for this particular project. The existing public artworks surround the stairwell add a level 
of complexity to the renovation project.  
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- The proposed panels are intended to highlight the stairs in the same way with the same 
creativity/energy that was established by the mosaic tiles (i.e. a landmark in the community), 
while also resolving a safe hazard and maintenance issue that currently exists.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Images from the Presentation 
 
Panel Recommendations: 

1. The Art Review Panel recommends approval of the removal of the mosaic tiling from the 

stairwell in Downtown Silver Spring. The existing tiling was developed with Site Plan No. 

819990020, and have started to deteriorate. This presents an unsafe condition that is 

aesthetically unappealing, as compared to the other surrounding public artwork(s). The 

proposed concept is a more permanent/creative solution for the stairwell.   

2. The Panel supports the use of LED lighting to highlight the public artwork in the evenings, and 

the panels are well integrated with the existing public artworks surrounding the stairwell. The 

crescendo of the color palette and geometric patterns compliments the existing public artwork 

very well.   

3. The Panel does not need to review this proposal again; however, would recommend that the 

following conditions of approval be added to the Staff Report:  

a. The Certified Site Plan must contain site details that clearly indicate the overall 

dimensions, prescribed materials, necessary lighting fixtures, footers and fasteners to 

ensure adequate safety and proper inspection of the artwork by the Montgomery 

County Department of Permitting Services (“DPS”). This information will most likely 

come from the engineered drawings, certified by the structural engineer. 

b. The appropriate signage should also be clearly visible, specifically identifying the title of 

the piece, artist name, materials, completion date, and overall dimensions. \ 
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c. Upon completion of the public artwork(s), the Applicant must submit at least three 

images and site details including the 1) project number, 2) title of the piece, 3) date of 

completion, 4) description of materials used, and 5) address. This information will be 

added to the existing inventory of the public artworks throughout the County 

(http://www.mcatlas.org/art/).   
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Design Concept – example panels

Detail
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Design Concept – example panels
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Subtle Projection Effect on stair treads
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