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THE AMARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

April 4, 2002
MEMORANDUM
TO: Montgomery County Planning Board
VIA: John A. Carter, Chief J&¢,

Community-Based Planning Division

Judy Daniel, Rural Team Leader
Community-Based Planning Division

FROM: Maria Martin, Planner MAM,
Community-Based Planning Division

SUBJECT: Agricuitural District Petitions
- Damascus Road, Gaithersburg
- Bucklodge Road, Boyds

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL to establish Agricultural Districts, and
transmit recommendation to the County Council.

Attached are copies of the petitions, and supporting documents, for the establishment of
two Agricultural Districts. The first is on the Suddath property and the second on the
MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C, MDR Friends Advice L.L.C., and MDR Friends Ahoy LLC.
Copies of the tax maps indicating the location of these farms are attached.

1. Howard F. Suddath made a written application to Montgomery County's
' Agricultural Easement Program (AEP) to sell an agricultural land preservation
easement on 106.3 acres located at 7373 Damascus Road in Gaithersburg.
The Agricuitural District consists of one parcel totaling 118.3 acres and is
subject to two exclusions. One exclusion consists of five acres and the other
of seven acres, therefore bringing the total acreage under the District to 106.3
acres. The property is located within the Agriculture and Rural Open Space
Master Plan Area and is currently zoned RDT. This property is in active
agricuitural production consisting of a rotation of small grains and hay. The
property is over one mile from the incorporated municipality of Laytonsvilie
(Attachments 1 and 2).
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2. MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C., MDR Friends Advice L.L.C. and MDR Friends
Ahoy L.L.C. made a similar written application to Montgomery County's AEP
to sell an agricultural land preservation easement on three properties
consisting of 491.595 acres located at 18601, 19301 and 20306 Bucklodge
Road in Boyds. The Agricuitural District consists of three parcels totaling
591.595 acres and is subject to four exclusions of 25 acres each, therefore
bringing the total acreage under the District 10 491.595 acres. The property is
located within the Agriculture and Rural Open Space Master Plan Area and is
currently zoned RDT. This property is in active agricultural production
consisting of a rotation of small grains and hay. The property is over one mile
from the incorporated municipality of Poolesville (Attachments 3 and 4).

Planning Board action on these petitions is required under State law and subsequent
guidelines established by the Maryland Department of Agriculture. Planning Board
responsibility is as follows:

“Within 60 days of the referral of a petition, the County planning and zoning body
shall inform the local goveming body. whether establishment of a district is
compatible with existing and approved County plans, programs and overall
County policy, and whether the planning and zoning body recommends
establishment of the district. In the process of review, the local planning and
zoning body shall consider compatibility of district establishment with state and
local plans and programs.” '

Planning Board action is required before County Council review, scheduled in late April
or early May. The Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board
approved creation of the Suddath Farm and MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C., MDR Friends
Advice L.L.C.. and MDR Friends Ahoy L.L.C., Farm Agricultural Districts on December

13, 2001.

The current status of the proposed Agricultural. Districts is outlined on the attached
memo from John Zawitoski, Director of Planning and Promotions, Agricultural Services
Division of the Montgomery County Department of Economic Development
(Attachments 5 and 6).

Staff believes that the proposed Agricultural Districts are compatible with local programs
and policies to preserve agriculture. Therefore, staff recommends approval of these
farms for inclusion in Agricultural Districts.

Attachment 1: Vicinity Maps for Suddath Farm

Attachment 2: Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board letter to recommend approval
for Suddath Farm

Attachment 3; Vicinity Maps for MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C etc.

Attachment 4: Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board letters to recommend approval
for MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C efc.

Attachment 5: Transmittal letter dated February 28, 2002, from Department of Economic
Development for Suddath Farm and status of Agricultural District

Attachment 6: Transmitta! letter dated March 22, 2002, from Department of Economic
' Development for MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C and status of Agriculturai

District
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ATTACHMENT 2
APAB Approval Letter

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

December 13, 2001

Mr. Howard Suddath .
7373 Damascus Rd.
Gaithersburg, MD 20882

Dear Mr. Su :

[ am writing to you today on behalf of the Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation
Advisory Board, to inform you that the Board met on December 11 to discuss the Agricultural

District application for your farm.

The Board recommends the approval of the Agricultural District and instructed me to actively
pursue the preservation of this farm by obtaining the necessary approvals by both the County
Planning Board and County Council. The agricultural productivity of the farm is excellent due
to 86% of the soils consist of prime and productive classifications: 70.3 acres of USDA Class 1l
prime soils classification and 21 acres of USDA Class I1I prime soils classification. [ explained
to the Board how the preservation of this farm would enable you to ensure the continued viability

of this farming operation.

The recommendation at this time is to create an Agricultural District through the Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation. The designation of the District will enable an
agricultural easement to be purchased on the farm as a part of the FYO03 program cycle.

[ took forward to working with you on this property in an expeditious manner. Should you have

any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call me at 301-390-2831.

Sincerely,

1 P. Zawitoskl
Adricultural Services Division

cc: File
a:suddath{dec2001)

Deparument of Economic Development » Agricultural Services Divisioa



ATTACHMENT :

Agricultural Districts- MDR Friendly Acres etc.

2] Property Lines
I Rivers, Streams, Lakes & Ponds

s/ Single Line Streams
/\/ Maijor Transmission Lines
[l Building Footprints

Il Wcodlands

] Pasture Land

[] Cropiand

ISR Major {over 200") Private Rds,
Drives & Paved Parking Lots

1y

¢l

tioplee Road



PeQs

Baig /154 R

200.00 A%

Tax Map (Highlighting Exclusions)

T.L. A E.J. Waras
s@I15/742
23.00 A,

AQAD

M. Rickman
TAAES 552

6§2.47 Ac.
PE6E3

ADVWLE L-L. C

{Sae Mop GAd oT2y ~15l

P zos
53,15 AL,

BUCKLOODGE

3649/ 50, €648/3l, 7847

o 51187 $TO

201.00 ac.

. il Ly [} pls

Feiends
ANy Lo

5649/ 22
5116/ 313

281 .31 Ac

&. 0. Wedemayar Erdl Te

7887/63 , 6648/ 83 ,

449/ 46, IS 7370,

89 .96 Ac.

ROAD

T-SLETS




ATTACHMENT 4
APAB District Approval Letter

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

December |3, 2001

Mr. Michael Rubin
MDR/Friendly Acres LLC
20306 Bucklodge Road
Boyds, MD 20841

Dear Mr/R;(/ﬁ &L

f am writing to you today on behalf of the Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation
Advisory Board, to inform you that the Board met on December 11 to discuss the Agricultural -

District application for your farm.

The Board recomumends the approval of the Agricultural District and instructed me to actively
pursue the preservation of this farm by obtaining the necessary approvals by both the County

Planning Board and County Council. The agricultural productivity of the farm is exceilent due
to 93% of the soils consist of prime and productive classifications: 52.65 acres of USDA Class 11

prime soils classification and 28.88 acres of USDA Class 11 prime soils classification. I
explained to the Board how the preservation of this farm would enable you to ensure the

continued viability of this farming operation.
: L}

The recommendation at this time is to create an Agriculrural District through the Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation. The designation of the District will enable an
agricultural easement to be purchased on the farm as a part of the FYQ3 program cycle.

I look forward to working with you on this property in an expeditious manner. Should you have

any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call me at 301-59C-2831.

" Sincerely,

29

P Zaw1tosk:
fricultural Services Division

cc: File
a: friendlvacres{dec2041)

Department of Economic Development * Agricultural Services Division



APAB District Approval Letter

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

December 13, 2001

Mr. Michael Rubin
MDR/Friends Advice LLC
20306 Bucklodge Road
Boyds, MD 20841

Yeu
Dear Mr. n:

[ am writing to you today oa behalf of the Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation
Advisory Board, to inform you that the Board met on December 11 to discuss the Agricultural

District application for your farm.

The Board recommends the approval of the Agricultural District and instructed me to actively
pursue the preservation of this farm by obtaining the necessary approvals by both the County
Planning Board and County Council. The agricultural productivity of the tarm s excelleat due
to 98% of the soils consist of prime and productive classifications: 126.15 acres of USDA Class

11 prime soils classification and 21.88 acres of USDA Class Ill prime soils classification. [
explained to the Board how the preservation of this farm would enable you to ensure the

continued viability of this farming operation. .
]

The recommendation at this time is to create an Agricultural District through the Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation. The designation of the Distnict will enable an
agricultural easement to be purchased on the farm as a part of the FY03 program cycle.

[ look forward to working with you on this property in an expeditious manner. Should you have
any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesttate to call me at 301-590-2831.

P. Zawitos
icultural Services Division

cc: File
a:friendsadvice{dec2001)

De¢partment of Economic Developament * Agricuitural Services Divisica




APAB District Approval Letter

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

December 13, 2001

Mr. Michael Rubin
MDR/Frends AHOY
20306 Bucklodge Road
Boyds, MD 20841

Dear Mr. M/ﬁi L

[ am writing to you today on behalf of the Montgomery County Agriculwural Preservation
Advisory Board, to inform you that the Board met on December L1 to discuss the Agricultural

District application for your farm.

The Board recommends the approval of the Agricultural District and instructed me to actively
pursue the preservation of this farm by obtaining the necessary approvals by both the County
Planning Board and County Council. The agricultural productivity of the farm is excellent due
10 95% of the soils consist of prime and productive classifications: 178.67 acres of USDA Class
{I prime soils classification and 40.41 acres of USDA Class I1I prime soils classification. I
explained to the Board how the preservation of this farm would enable you to ensure the

continued viability of this farming operation.

El

The recommendation at this time is to create an Agricultural District through the Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation. The designation of the District will enable an
agricultural easement to be purchased on the farm as a part of the FY03 program cyc<le.

I look forward to working with you on this property in an expeditious manner. Should you have
any questions regarding this mater, please do not hesitate to call me at 301-550-283 1.
“Sincerely,

P. Zawitél

adericultural Services Division

ce: File
2:friends AHO Y (dec20Q!)

Deparunent of Economic Development * Agricultural Services Division




' ‘ ATTACHMENT 5

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

David W. Edgerley

Douglas M. Duncan
. February 28, 2002 Director

County Executive

To: Mr. Arthur Holmes Jr., Chairman
Montgomery County Planning Board

/"

i
E

From: John P. Zawitoski, Director of Pla Pramotions
Department of Economic Developndent | / - :
Subsect: Creation of 2 Maryland Land Presé‘i;\_rgxfibn Foundation (MALPF)

Agricultural District- Suddath: 106.3 acres.

In accordance with the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF), a
petition 1o establish an Agricultural District (See Attachment A.) has been received from the
following entity and is described in detail below.

1. Mr. Howard F. Suddath. : 106.3 acres
7373 Damascus Road, Gaithersburg Md 20882

Total Acres for Agricultural Districts 106.3 acres

The Agricultural District consists of one parcel totaling 118.3 acres and is subject to two
exclusions. One exclusion consists of five acres and the other exclusion consists of seven acres
as outlined on Attachment B, therefore bringing the total acreage under District to 106.3 acres.
The above property outlined on the tax map identified as Attachment B, is in active agricultural
production consisting of a rotation of small grains and hay. The properties are over 1 mile from
the incorporated municipality of Laytonsville.

The Planning Board is required to make written comments to the County Council as to
whether creation of such a District is compatible with the planning policies of the County.

The status of the Agricultural District is as follows:

On December 11, 2001 the Moﬁtgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board
approved the creation of the Agricultural District (Attachment C).

Montgomery County Planning Board to review the petition to establish the Agricultural
District in March 2002.

Agricuitural Services Division

I . - 1w . e ad A4 AL mARCrS . FATSNA I0A2 TAN 2071 500 02N



The Montgomery County Council will introduce Distnict establishment resolution in late
ApriVearly May 2002,

The County Council must hold a public hearing and vote to approve the resolution to
establish the District in late April fearly May 2002.

The Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF) Board of Trustees to
review and approve the District during June 2002.

The application to sell an easement and other supporting documentation must be
processed by the Department of Economic Development (DED} pending the approval of the
resolution to create the requested Agricultural District. _

The landowners wish to submit an easement application to MALPF prior to July 1, 2002.

To enable this landowner to make application to seil a MALPF easement by the July 1,
‘2002 application deadline, we will need the Planning Board’s support in approving this District
prior to the Country Council Introduction of Resolution, Public Hearing, and final action on the
Resolution. Once the County has approved the Resolution, the DED will process the
Agncultural District and Easement Application.

Please let me know, at your earliest opportunity, when the Planmng Board can schedule
review of this Agricultural District. We would like to get the District before the Council in early
April if possible. The Planning Board should forward written comments on the creation of the
Agricultural District to the Montgomery County Council and also to the DED.

Thank you for your assistance and consideration. Should you have any questions or need
additional information, please call me at 301-590-2831.

Attachments:

{A)Petition to Establish an Agricultural District
(B) Tax Map (highlighting exclusions)

{C) APAB Approval Letter

(D) Soil Map and supporting documentation

cc:  David W. Edgerley, Director DED

Jeremy Criss, Manager DED
Judy Daniel, Rural Area Team Leader

A20020AHolmes(mydocumments)



4/01/02 MON 14:33 FAX 3015002838 AG 5VS DIV @oo4

ATTACHMENT 6
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Douglas M. Duncan David W. Edgerley
Couny E ; March 22, 2002 Direct
To: M. Arthur Holmes Jr., Chairman
Montgomery County Planning Board
From: John P. Zawitoski, Director of Planning and Promotions
Depanment of Economic Development
Subject: Creation of a2 Maryland Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF)

Agricultural Districts- MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C: 109.539 Acres, MDR Friends
Advice L.L.C: 150.9797 ecres, and MDR Friends Ahoy L L.C: 231.0764 acres,

Tn accordanbe with the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF),
petitions to establish Agricultural District’s (See Attachment A.) have been received from the
following entities and are described in detail below.

l. - MDR Friendly Acres L.L.C. 109,539 acyes
19301 Bucklodge Road, Boyds, Md 20841

2. MDR Friends Advice L.L.C 150.9797 acres
20306 Bucklodge Road, Boyds, Md 20841

3. MDR Fricnds Akoy L.L.C 231.0764 acres
18601 Bucklodge Road, Boyds, Md 20841

Total Actes for Agriculnral Districts 491.595 acres

The Agrcultural Districts consists of threc parcels totaling 591.595 acres and are subject
to four exclusions. Two (2) cxclusions totaling 50 acres will occur on the Parcel identified as
MDR Fricndly Acres L.L.C and the remaining two (2) exclusions totaling 50 acres will occur on
the Parcel identified as MDR Friends Ahoy L.L.C., thus bringing the total acreage under Distnict
to 491.595 acres. The above properties and proposed exclusions, outlined on the tax map
ideptified as Attachment B, are in active agricultural production cousisting of a rotation of small
grains and hay. The properties are well over 1 mile from the incorporated municipality of
Poolesville.

The Planning Board is required to make written comments to the County Council 2s to
whether creation of such a district is compatible with the planning policies of the County.

Agricultural Services Division
18410 Muncaster Road * Derwood, Maryland 20855 301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839
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The status of the Agricultural Districts are as follows:

On December 11, 2001 the Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board
approved the creation of the Agricultural Districts (Attachment C).

Montgomery County Planning Board to review the petition to establish the Agriculturat
Districts in April 2002.

The Montgomery County Council will introduce District establishment resohutions in late
April/early May 2002,

The County Council must hold 2 public hearing and vote to approve the resolution to
establish the Districts in late April /early May 2002,

The Maryland Agricuitural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF) Board of Trustees to
review and approvc the Districts during June 2002.

The application to sell an easement and other supporting documentation must be
processed by the Department of Economic Development (DED) pending the approval of the
resolution to create the requested Agricultural Districts.

These entities wish to submit an easement application to MALPF prior to Jaly 1, 2002,

To enable these entities to make application to sell MALPF easements by the July 1,
2002 application deadline, we will need the Planning Board’s support in approving these
Districts prior to the Country Council Introduction of Resolution, Public Hearing, and final
action on the Resolution. Once the County has approved the resolution, the DED will process
the Agriculttural Districts and Easement Applications.

Please let me know, at your earliest opportunity, when the Planning Board can schedule
review of these Agricultural Districts. We would like to get these Districts before the Council in

early Apnilif possible. The Planning Board should forward written comments on the creation of
these Agricultural Districts to the Montgomery County Council and also to the DED.

Thank you for your assistance and consideration. Should you have any questions or need
additional information, please call me at 301-590-2831.

Aftachments

(A)Petition to Establish an Agricultural District

~ (B) Tax Map (highlighting exclusions)

(C) APAB Approval Letter
(D)Soil Map

cc:  David W. Edgerley, Director DED
Jeremy Criss, Manager DED
Judy Daniel, Rural Area Team Leader





