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September 10, 2001

Mr. Donald Spence, Jr. Chairman
Montgomery County Board of Appeals
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building
100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, MD 20850

Special Exception Petition No. S-2476
Dear Mr. Spence and Board Members:

At the regular meeting of the Planning Board on September 6, we reviewed the
special exception application of Safeway Automobile Filling Station located at 15421
New Hampshire Avenue, Cloverly, in the C-1 Zone. After discussion with staff, the
applicant and lengthy testimony from the community, including members of the Cloverly
Citizen Advisory Committee, the Planning Board recommends that this special exception
application be DENIED.

In addition to the motion, members of the Planning Board expressed additional
reasons for recommending denial of this special exception: the inappropriateness of
having a gas station at the gateway to the Cloverly Town Center; the proposal's
inappropriate size and intensity at this location; and the inherent circulation problems of
the site.

On a motion by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Wellington,
with Commissioners Bryant and Wellington, and Chairman Holmes in agreement with
the motion to support the staff recommendation, and Commissioner Perdue absent, the -
Planning Board recommends that this special exception application be DENIED for the
following reasons:

1. The proposed special exception use is not consistent with the spirit, intent, goals and
recommendations of the 1997 Approved and Adopted Cloverly Master Plan.
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2. The proposed special exception is not in harmony with the general character of the
neighborhood considering" .. .design, scale, bulk of any proposed new structures,
intensity, character of activity, traffic, parking conditions..."

3. The proposed special exception use has non-inherent adverse effects on the adjacent
Cloverly Town Center development.

a. The physical and operational characteristics associated with the proposed gas
station, will not enhance the proposed street-oriented and pedestrian character of projects
already approved around the subject site.

b. There are unusual circumstances within and surrounding the subject site such
that the proposed use will have adverse effects on overall vehicular and pedestrian
circulation between the existing uses and approved development in the adjacent Cloverly
Town Center.

Sincerely,
Arthur Holmes, Jr.
Chairman
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