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Figure 3 Existing Recreation Facilities at Parks and Schools in Upper Rock Creek

1 small softball 1 ’
field, soccer overlay

Magruder H.S. ﬁ;do;nmunity use

Agricultural Farm Park Meeting rooms/Office Building, Barn, farm buildings, fields

-Passive Recreation

Passive recreation needs in the Upper Rock Cresk Watershed may be met by the Rock
Creek and North Branch Stream Valley Parks and the conservation portions of Rock
Creek Regional Park. Passive recreation experiences depend on the presence of
natural areas and often require litle modification of the environment. There are many
types of passive recreation mentioned in the PROS Plan. They include: camping,
boating, picnicking, bird watching, hiking, nature walking, wildlife viewing, nature
photography, fishing canoeing and horse-back riding. :

High quality passive recreational experiences require high quality natural areas. These
areas contain a large diversity of native plants and animais, absence of invasive exotic
plant species, minimal human impacts, high water quality, large acreage, and offer quiet
opportunities to enjoy the out-of-doors.
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Shady Grove Master Plan Park and Trail Recommendations

Site

Recommendations

Justification

PARKS

Blueberry Hill
Park

Site 1- Preserve Blueberry Hill Park
as a recreation park. Provide
additional passive recreational
facilities in the wooded portions
including trails, picnic facilities,
seating areas, and improved
pathways to surrounding
communities.

Residents requested retention of undeveloped
wooded portion of the site, originally proposed
for school use. It can provide passive
recreation opportunities needed in the area.

The 1985 Gaithersburg and Vicinity Master
Plan notes that school sites often provide
community recreation and state that with
“fewer schools being constructed, there is a
greater demand for parks to provide public
active recreation facility.” It recommends that
Blueberry Hill be reserved for park use.

Redland
Road Local
Park.

Site 2 - Maintain the existing active
recreational uses at Redland Road
Local Park.

Rediand park includes important recreation
facilities but has no land remaining for
additional development

Stormwater
Management
Pond

Site 3 - Provide passive recreation
at the stormwater management
pond, including trails, interpretive
material, seating, and pichic
facilities. Provide a high point
viewing station and consider a
fountain in the pond. Connect trails
to the Metro station and to
surrounding communities.

This highly visible stormwater management
pond could be transformed into an aesthetic
natural area with paths and interpretive signs

Parks are often set aside to preserve natural
features, but land preserved to enhance
environmental function can also serve a
recreation role. The large stormwater
management pond at the corner of Redland
Road and Crabbs Branch Way has enough
land to accommodate trails and nature walks,
as well as a design feature that becomes a
community identifier. The paths can also help
connect the Park Estates neighborhood to the
Metro station and its proposed community.
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Shady Grove Master Plan Park and Trail Recommendations

Site

Recommendations

Justification

Jeremiah
Park

Site 4 - Create a 20-acre local park
in the Buffer Area, called Jeremiah
Park after Derwood’s founder. This
park should offer active
recreational uses including
ballfields, such as foothall, soccer
and lacrosse, tennis courts, and
multi-age recreation as well as an
area for a potential library, aquatic
center, or elementary school. If this
site is not available for a local park,
then an alternative site must be
found.

The 1998 PROS plan indicates a deficit of 12
ballfields, 5 basketball courts and 11
playgrounds in the Gaithersburg Area. A new
local park is needed to serve existing and
proposed residents. Recent construction and
current CIP Proposals for Parks and schools
could potentially add 8 or 9 fields, 2-3
basketball courts and 3 playgrounds. There
would be a remaining unmet need for 3-4
fields, 2 basketball courts and 8 playgrounds.
A local park generally provides 2 fields, 1
basketball court and 1 playground. However
the proposed 3,800 new housing units alone
(which were not accounted for in the PROS
needs), would create the need for an
additional local park. Jeremiah Park is well
located to serve proposed and existing
communities; offers significant amount of land
to provide needed ballfields and school or
community facility; offers opportunity to
recognize area history; ...

Amity
Neighborhood
Park

Site 5 - Create a neighborhood
park north of the ICC in the Amity
Drive area to provide nature-
oriented recreation. Active
recreation facilities will be located
at the proposed elementary school.

Active recreation, except for a playground,
does not appear feasible at this park.
However, if a school is located at this site it
could help reduce active recreation needs by 1
field, 1 playground, and 1 multi-use court. In
order to help meet PROS needs, a
neighborhood park with a playground and
picnic area should be provided at this site.
Natural surface trails will be used to provide
passive recreation and neighborhood
connections.

Town Square
and Town
Common
Parks

Site 6 - Create Town Square and
Town Common parks in the Metro
Neighborhoods that offer paved
pathways, seating areas, special
plantings, shade trees, and public
art (See Urban Park Networks).

These smaller, urban parks are essential to
creating a sustainable community that is more
than a collection of houses around a Metro
station. As the PROS surveys note, these
parks do double duty, serving residents and
employees. They also play an important urban
design role, defining usable public spaces,
creating safe and walkable streets, and
creating a community image.
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Shady Grove Master Plan Park and Trail Recommendations

Site

Recommendations

Justification

Private
Recreation
Spaces

Provide neighborhood recreation
and public use space in each Metro
Neighborhood to provide local
recreation opportunities that
supplement County parks.
Facilities can range from simple
seating areas and tot lots in the
Promenades to basketball courts
and rooftop swimming pools

Private recreation spaces will be created
through redevelopment and will add variety to
the area’s recreation options. They will also
help meet expanding park demand in a

planning area short on appropriate parkland.

Trail 7 - Explore the potential for
using sidewalks and a natural
surface trail in the Mill Creek
Stream Valley Park to provide an
east-west greenway connection
recommended in the Countywide
Park Trails Plan.

Project will provide community connections
and implement the Countywide Park Trails
Plan

TRAILS

Trail 8 - Explore opportunities for a
trail connection from Crabbs
Branch Stream Valley Park to Rock
Creek Park, or an alternative -
connection via Indianola Drive,

Project will provide community connections
and implement the Countywide Park Trails
Plan

Extend the bike route along Crabbs
Branch Way through the proposed
development at Casey at Mill
Creek to connect with Washington
Grove's bikeway system (see
Proposed Bikeways).

Project will provide community connections
and implement the Countywide Park Trails
Plan

Trail 9 - Provide bikeway access to
the Rockville Bicycle Beltway that
will eventually connect to Rock
Creek Regional Park.

Project will provide community connections
and implement the Countywide Park Trails
Plan

Retrofit existing residential
neighborhoods with pedestrian trail
connections that will link
communities with each other and
with community destinations

Project will provide community connections
and implement the Countywide Park Trails
Plan

Design the new residential
communities with path and trail
connections to park and transit
facilities.

Project will provide community connections
and implement the Countywide Park Trails
Plan

Develop all local parks with
internal trails to improve access
to all users including
handicapped users.

Project will provide important recreation for all
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