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1/24/04
ROBERT RAGER

2112 SAHALEA TERRACE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20905
301.384.0012 voice  301.384.5566 fax

January, 2004 RE@E”VE@

Fax to: ~

Derick Berlage, Chaim;an, 4 JAN 24 2004

Montgomery County Planning Boar

MNCPPC amﬁormm

8787 Georgia Ave. llﬂlwullmbwaum

Silver Spring, MD 20910 ok NS
Fax 301.495.1320 Page 1 of 8 total

Subject: PETITION AGAINST A NORTHERN ICC ALLIGNMENT

As President of the Oak Hill Estates Homeowner’'s Association, I am copying you on a
letter of petition, signed and supportéd by our members and area neighbors, sent to
Secretary Flanagan, of the Maryland Department of Transportation.

The petition is against the building of any so-called Northern Alignment to the ICC.
At the root of our democracy is the concept of ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’.

We have all been working with a rather good Master Planning process in Montgomery
County and have had the ICC in the Mater Plan for many years. We have all planned our
lives around this Master Plan.

It is patently unfair to our democratic process to labor under the Master Plan process and
then arbitrarily make drastic changes that impact so many people in such a major way.

Please respect our democratic values by honoring the Master Plan. If that does not suit,
then do not build the ICC in Montgomery County. It seems to me, and many people that I
have spoken with, that the more sensible approach to eliminating much beltway traffic
over the next 50 years would be to build a Howard County (Route 32 /108, etc } ICC
connection from Rockville to I 95, BWI, Annapolis, Baltimaore, etc.

We hope that you will take this petition to heart and stick with the Master Plan.
Sincerely,

W

Robert Rager, President
Qak Hill Estates Homeowner's Association

Attachment
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OAK HILL ESTATES HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION
—WWW

January, 2004
Secretary Robert Flanagan

Maryland Department of Transportation
7201 Corporate Center Drive
Hanover MD 21076

Dear Secretary Flanagan:

We would like to express our disapproval of yet another non-Master Plan approach being
considered for the ICC, the so-called ‘Northem Alternatives’ to the Master Plan. This road is an
affront to the concept of community planning as it stands in obvious violation of the Montgomery
County Master Plan, a document many of us have worked on for over twenty years and a guide with
which we have made many life decisions, including buying houses, improving homes and property
and locating near preferred schools and churches. All of this was done with the understanding that
an ICC, were it to be built, would be tocated on a well publicized master plan route far South of our
neighborhood. Beyond our own financial hardships, which would be considerable, any Northern
Alternative would undermine the faith and credibility that any community, any homeowner, can
place in the county's master plan commitment to its citizens and the ability of property owners and
families to plan their lives and investments with any certainty or predictability.

To cut across the area in which we live and at the same time be a limited-access highway, any
Northern ICC Alternative alignment would by necessity be partly an elevated highway, rising over
homes where no highway elevated or at grade was cver planned. The impact on the community
would be far greater than the number of houses taken in the direct path of the road, extending
virtually for blocks with visual, noise and air pollution. This is reminiscent of highways built
through poor innercity communities in the 60's, an abuse the NEPA process was, as you know,
designed to prevent,

The ICC was never intended to serve nor be located in this low density wedge of the county.
As the current Purpose and Need Statement explicitly states "The foundation for...Montgomery
County's...general plans for the last forty years has been the On Wedges and Corridors land
use concept...a public process that gives due consideration to sustainability, land preservation,
development density and environmental sensitivity". A Northern Alignment, which would plow
through the middle of low density residential neighborhoods and environmentally sensitive open
spaces and indeed slice in and out of the East county low density wedge, where no such highway
infrastructure was ever contemplated or permitted, runs counter to each and every one of those
concepts, and indeed to the very foundation of Montgomery County's General Plan, We, the
homeowners of Oak Hill Estates, trust you to give it the quick and timely death it deserves.

< 12——"1’ C_B/"
Robert Rag,

er, President
59 SIONATURES ATTACHED
cc. Congressman Albert Wynn, Steven Silverman, President Montgomery County Council,
Senator Rona Kramer, Delegate Karen Montgomery, Delegate Anne Kaiser, Delegate Herman
Taylor, Dan Johnson FHA, Neil Pedersen MSHA, Wesley Mitchell SHA, Glenn Orlin, Derrick
Berlage MCPB, County Executive Douglas Duncan.
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FAIRLAND MASTER PLAN CITIZENS

January 23, 2004

TO: Chairman Derick Berlage and Planning Boar..

We were disappointed to learn that the Fairland M

letter addressed to Dan Johnson and Neil Pedersen:

distribution over a month ago was evidently ot re
past week, inserted into the large packet compiled
letter was an effort to distill some key issues, and

regarding longstanding concerns about Corridor 2

of a specific alignment. Given the holiday interru

volume of material you receive on the subject, we
inadvertently did not get passed on at the time of :
communications addressed to Board members car.
where possible.

With respect to yesterday’s presentation by Mr. S.
Master Plan Committee and the MD 28-198 Citiz.
to the Board just a couple reactions since there w

1. Besides the documented manifold Genera:
to Corridor 2, the circuitousness of the Nc
resemtbles something between a Rube Go!
for Irag—should itself be reason for conc:

this U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-gonce:
tran; tio N tor
10 (1) lane levi cal cto

by sidg—a huge gash slicing through the
wedge that would declare the irrelevance

2. Leaving SIX (6) versions of Corridor 2 in
community north and south of MD 198 1
continuing uncertainty and anxiety after i

been held hostage to federal agency ICC

(Potomac) crossing came up during the T.
the harm that “a line on the map” would ¢
is scarcely a resident of Spencerville or B
under such a cloud for years. The “spagh
to it yesterday, pits not one or tWo butal.
another. It would be appropriate and hei,
recommendations to SHA urges that at le
dropped—in particular the no-brainer pr.
immediate vicinity of the reservoir—to al:

7A3 S26 7572

. .DVISORY COMMITTEE

ommissioners

or Plan Committee’s Deccrnber 9

2d sent to the Planning Board for

ived by commissioners until just this
- yesterday's ICC discussior.. The
vide a summary for the recc rd,

. haproper federal agency advocacy

ons and fully recognizing the large
sunic in this instance the item

Zip:. Wehope that in the future

. - ributed in a more timel:* fashion

.5, which I attended on beh:lf of the
t'..us Group, I would like to convey
. vpportunity for public testimony:

.. .nd Master Plan impacts relating
.1 route—with its loops an | dips, it
++ creation and the Kurdish proposal
. sunong the many anomalics that
L. Ute Wi roduce is :he
. 2-4 lage local highway :ntQ ﬁn 8
o -cgional connector would i side
| the east County resider tial
. County’s planning visior .

.« abjects virtually every
lirect or indirect impuct and to
+ 1n a decade of already having
~ - . When the issue of a wastermn
. ‘rcise, planning staff poi.ued 10
. r affected neighborhoocs. There
¢ille who has not beern li1ing

P.e2-83

" ag,” a8 one commissiontt referred

i1 neighborhoods again:i one
.ie Board in any follow-on

uple of the Corridor 2 cptions be

that veer far north in il ¢
 some of the uncertain(y and
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damage that persists so long as the preser
map.

3. In his remarks about the environmerital ot
on the challenges along Corridor 1, which
He should have noted, and you may want .
2 would pose an unacceptable threat to the
water supply as well as have similar poter
Branch.

Thank you for giving these points consideration.
well as the County Council, to protect the County
policies and principles from usurpation by federal
commitment to protect master plans—as manifest
Chairman yesterday—is greatly appreciated by th
propertyowners throughout the study area.

Smcj%w (EBdel—

Stuart Rochester

| 7@3 S8 vSvZ2 P.B3-83

‘eration of lines remain on the

to an ICC, Mr. Strauss fucused

rcoccupied the federal agencies,

nd him, of the fact that Corridor
¢nt Reserveir and the County’s
‘egrading the Upper Paint

.iiinue to rely on the Board, as
<15 and essential planning

-3, The Board’s continuing
. in a strong statement by the
. af vulnerable residents and

™TMTO P AR
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To: I!Mr. Derick Berlage E @ E ﬂ V E
Fax #: §01-495-1320 o'B 22
Subject: ]CC Impact ' FEB 09 2004
Date; ebruary 9, 2004

OFFicE U THIE CHAIHIAN
THE MARYLAND NATICKAL GASYTAL
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

Pages: , including this cover sheet.

——r A

I
Dear Mr. Bejﬂage:
We wanted j";rou to have a copy of this letter and petition being filed by our HOA for Drayton
Manor. Spepcerville Option D on Corridor 2 of the ICC being proposed now goes literally
through our ﬁ)ackyards. Our development is new within the last two years and when we
purchased OEI homes the ICC was a “dead’ issue. In fact, many of us moved to get away from
the ICC Mabter Plan alignment just in case. Little did we know that we would end up right back
in the ICC’d potential path.

Thanks,
e
w M O |u-f

Kevin P. O’Too]

From the desk of...

KEVIN P. O'TOOL

VP FINANCE

WILA-TV

4100 WILSON BLVD.
ARLINGTON, VA 22209

(703 ) 236-9202
Fax: (703) 236- 2344

£00/T00[R ‘ v vad 8ON/DALOEV ¥¥£Z 962 £0L Xvd T¢ 81 ¥002/60/20




' DRAYTON MANOR H.O.A.

'} , 12051-B Tech Rosd, Silver Spring, MD 20904-1999
February 4, 24)4

Secretary Robkrt Flanagan

Maryland De ent of Transportation
7201 Corporate Center Drive

Hanover MD : 1076

Dear Secretaq:r Flanagan:

We wouId like to express our exireme disappointment at learning yet another incarnation being
considered fot the ICC, the so-called ‘Northem Alternatives’ to the Master Plan, This road is en affront to the
concept of community planning as it stands in obvious viclation of the Montgomery County Master Plan, a
document nm'gy of us have worked on for over twenty years and a guide with which we have made many life
decisions, incjuding buying houses, improving homes and property and locating near preferred schools and
churches. Al of this was done with the understanding that an ICC, were it to be built, would be located on 2
well publicizéd master plan route far south of our neighborhood. Beyond our own financial hardships, which
would be conjiderable, any Northern Alternative would undermine the faith and credibility that any
community, any homeowner, can place in the county’s master plan commitment to its citizens and the ability
of property owners and families to plan their lives and investments with any certainty or predictability.

The ICC being proposed would cut across the area in which we live and at the same time be a limited-
access highwiy. It would also, by necessity, be partly an clevated highway, rising over homes where no
highway elevated or at grade was ever planned. The impact on the community would be far greater than the
number of hoi.xses taken in the direct path of the road, extending virtually for blocks with visual, noise and air
pollution. This is reminiscent of highways built through poor inner-city communities in the 60's, an abuse
the NEPA process was, as you know, designed to prévent.

!

The I'bC was never intended to serve nor be located in this low density wedge of the county. As the
current Purpgse and Need Statement explicitly states "The foundation for.. .Montgomery
County's.. .g?aneral plans for the last forty years has been the On Wedges and Corridors land use
concept...a public process that gives due consideration to sustainability, land preservation,
development density and environmental sensitivity". A Northem Alignment, which would plow through
the middle of low density residential neighborhoods and environmentally sensitive open spaces and indeed
slice in and dut of the East county low density wedge, where no such highway infrastructure was cver
contemplated or permitted, runs counter to each and every one of those concepts, and indeed to the very
foundation of Montgomery County's General Plan. We, the homeowners of Drayton Manor, trust you to give
the proposedéNortham Alignment the quick and timely death it deserves.

Sinc elz", /ﬂ

'cm1§Cmey, Prestdent
raytonManor Homeowner's Association
MEMBER SIGNATURES ATTACHED

¢¢. Congressman Albert Wyns, Steven Silverman, President Montgomery County Council, Senator Rona
Kramer, Delegate Karen Montgomery, Delegate Anne Kaiser, Delegate Herman Taylor, Dan Johnson FHA,
Neil Pedersqn MSHA, Wesley Mitchell SHA, Glenn Orlin, Derrick Berlage MCPB, County Executive
Douglas Duncaan.
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