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_Montgomery Purks

FOUNDATION
6910 Greentree Road Bethesda, MD 20817

301-767-0002 Fax: 301-767-0054

MEMORANDUM

Date: October 14, 2004

From: Laura Rich, Intcrim Director, Montgomery Parks Foundation gg—'
Pamela K. Cudahy, President 2004-05, Bethesda-Chevy-Chasc Rotary Club

To: Decrick P. Berlage, Chairman, Montgomery County Planning Bouard and Vive Chainnan

of The Maryland-National Capital Park and P lanning Commission
Ce:  Willimn Mooney, Enterprise Division

Re: Norwood Playground — Donation of Installed, Acccessible Children’s Playground
Equipment

The Projeet. Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professiopal leaders that
provides humanitarian scrvice, chcourages high ethical standurds, smd helps build gondwill and
peace in the world, Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians bclong to morc than 31,000 Rofary
clubs loeated in 166 countries.

In 1985, Rotary lounched the PolioPlus program to protect children worldwide irom the crucl
conseyuences of polio. Tn 1988, the World Healrh Assemhly challenged the world to eradicate
polio. Since that timc, Rotary's cfforts and thosc of partncr agencies, including the World
Health Organization, the United Nations Children's Fund, the United States Centers for Disease

.Control and Prcvention, and governenis around the world, have achieverd a 99% reduction in

the number of polio cases worldwide, “The Rotarians now hope to cclcbrate the global
eradication of polio in 2005, the organization's centennial year.

As part of this celcbration, the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rotary Club (“BCC Rotary Club™)
wants o dunate and install new handicapped aceessible playground cquipment at Norwood
Park, located at 4700 Norwood Drive in Dethesda. This project is to be completed by June
2008, so it may be part of the celebration described above. 'The BCC Rotary Club onticipates
that the project will cost between 50,000 - 60,000. Ax parl of this project, the RCC Rotary
Club also intends to crente and use commemorative storyboards.

Public Benefit. The BCC Rotary Club belicves that this project will be a significant

contribution to the community, as it will enhonce the public benefits of Norwaod Park by
providing more inclusive recreational opportunities for all children. Furthcrmore, the
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cormmunily will henefit because it allows for The Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission (“M-NCPPC”) (o reallocate the funds it had cannarked for the eventunl
renovation of Norwood Park. According to Bill Mooney, it is unticipated that these funds will
now be used to renovate a pluyground in a more-needy arca. Thus, Montgomery County gets 2
»double” benetit from this projcct.

Construction Schedule. Tho goal will be to liave the gruundhresking ceremony for the
playground in April 2005 and to complete this projeet in Junc 2005. While an ambitious
timetablc, Bill Moaney und Mike Riley, Chief of the Park Development Division, have been
working with the Rotary Club from the start on this praject and we believe that this schednle is
cminently doable because of the hard work that both they  and their stafl — have alrcady put

n.

Project Funding. Provided that all appropriate approval is obtained, the BCC Rotary Club
will work with the Montgomery Parks Foundation Lo raise (he necessary fonds for the project.
The BCC Rotary Club is committed to directly providing up to $40,000 for the project and has
reccived commitments for over $17,000 from other sources, including via a grant from the
'Montgomery County Department of Recrcation and from the Rotary Cluby of Friendship
Heights. Tt js the BCC Rotary Club’s intent to generate support from other Rotary clubs and
the community — from whom we are already peiting positive feedback about this project - w0
supplement these contributions.

The Park Development Division will utilize Capital Improvemnmcnls Prigram funrdr tn prepare
the site by removing the existing outdatcd equipment and installing drainage, ncw wood chips
and a new perimetor, Park Development staff also is preparing the design for the project and.
will assist the Montgomery Parks Foundation with the solicitation of bids for the supply and
installation of the equipment. ‘ . ,

Equipment and Construction Oversight and Futurc Maintenance. An agreement will be
developed amonyg M-NCPPC, the Montgomery Parks Foundation and the BCC Rotary Club for
the donation and jnstallation of the accessible children’s playgruund eyuipment and the
expectations and standards for installation, maintenance, upkeep, cte.

ok denle sy

Pleasc focl fice to contact sithier of us for more information. Pamcla’s ielephone number is
301-493-0047, ext, 264. We look forward to your support for this projcct and to hearing from
you shortly. _
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