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1 Summary of Testimony
2 Joint Public Forum for the FY07-12 Capital Improvement Program
3 Thursday, April 7, 2005, 7:30 p.m., MRO Auditorium
4 |{Listed in speaker order
5 SUMMARY
8 i1 A . .
Continue commitment to projects already in CIP; accelerate timing when possible and fund adequately. Maintenance is integral. Develop projects
7 |with lower maintenance materials, replacement reserve, and fund periodic repairs.
8 |Keep Mid-County, White Oak North Potomac and North Bethesda community centers on schedule.
Provide construction funding for West County, Kensington, Wheaton and Kemp Mill recreation centers; indoor pools in Damascus/Clarksburg
9 |and the Western County; and Olney/Sandy Spring/Norwood outdoor pool, which have been through site selection and facility planning.
10 |Continue commitment to Gilchrist Center for Cultural Diversity and the Clarksburg Community Rec. Center.
11 |Complete S. Germantown Soccerplex and Laytonia Rec. in FY2007.
12 |Use Public/Private Partnerships to fund non-traditional CIP projects like indoor tennis or indoor baseball facilities.
Continue ballfield initiatives with lights, renovations and implementation of new technology such as alternative surfaces to increase safety and
13 |decrease maintenance,

Repair Capital Crescent Trail railroad bridge.

16

Hadley's Park rubberized surface is disintegrating.

17

Stream protection is needed in Little Falls Stream Valley Park to prevent erosion damage.

18
19

North Bethesda Community Recreation Center is scheduled for planning and design in FY10. This was a delay from the approved FY03-08
CIP. This rec. center will serve 150,000 citizens; fund to construct as soon as possible.
: InC atntv BA .

20

A recreation center in Clarksburg is needed for this growing area.

21

Keep park improvements and addtions on track, especially for ballfields and trails.

22

Move S. Germantown Regional Park nature center into the FY 06-10 time frame. In addition, consider a Brookside Garden's type of facility,
including an arboretum, in the upcounty area.

23

Rehab and renovation is essential to keep facilties safe and enjoyable for residents.

24

Encourage volunteerism for new initiatives like disc golf, as wells as park maintenance.

25

Firearm safety could be facilitiated by a firearm safety range, indoor or outdoor, perhaps in the upcounty area.

Need a medium skill level (easy, short), affordable golf course geered towards senior, youth and beginners. Reduced fees for seniors. Need a
countywide community forum to provide citizen input and public accountability for the various public golf courses.

More senior programs will be needed as the population of the upcounty area ages.
i RAB,
Construct small recreation center at Broad Acres as part of the renovation of that park.

Build a skateboard park at Fenton Gateway Park after acquiring additional property.

Provide connector trails between Long Branch Community Center and library to the commercial center. Supports LB Task Force
recommendations for better Long Branch Community Center sign on Piney Branch Road, and accessibility, and addressing maintenance issues at

31 llocal playgrounds.
32 |Renovate Flower Avenue Local Park. Fund renovations of 10 playgrounds per year.
33

Construct a hiker/biker trail within Pinecrest Local Park and improved park entrance.

Move renovation of Kemp Mill Urban Park forward.

Keep paved and natural surface trail projects on schedule at Matthew Henson, Rock Creek Parkway (bike lanes), Muddy Branch and Rock
Creek Park (natural surface). Construction the boardwalk "loop" at Brookside Nature Center. More connector trails throughout the County are

36 |needed.

37 |Fund parks' staff position to coordinate trail volunteers.

38 |Dredge Lake Needwood.

39 |Renovate/rebuild Wheaton Community Center. If relocation is necessary, it must be easily accessible to the community.
40 |Continue and increase after-school and other children's programs.

41 |Fund operation of Olney Manor skateboard facili

43

Increase lighting and security in local parks. Renovate where needed.

44

Build the White Oak Community Center at Colesville Road and New Hampshire Avenue so that it is within walking distance of the population
center of the community. The new police station should be co-located at that site
7 Park, Co

46

Renovate Takoma-Finey Branc"h deal f‘-‘érk. Park réhovafiori and play equipment replacement should be done at same time, and soon. This
park is adjacent to three schools, is heavily used, and needs improvements for better security.

47

Convert unused tennis courts at T-PB Local Park to skateboard facility. Request MNCPPC purchase equipment and City will staff the facility.

48

Improve Sligo Creek Parkway between NH Ave. and Piney Branch Road for pedestrian and bicycle safety. Stripe lane markings and repaint
crosswalks; resurface road; install speed tables from Maple to NH Ave.

49

Plan and design a park on the newly acquired Orchard Avenue property.

50

Implement erosion management and bank stabilization plan to limit effects of flood waters in Sligo Creek SVP.

NACIPACIP Forum\07-12\CIP PublicForum.xlswo Comment col. é

7/8/200510:48 AM Hf'ﬂé



c

SUMMARY

51

Playground conditions at Becca Lilly NP are poor due to flooding. The access bridge was washed out and a new one is scheduled for summer,
2006, but a temporary replacement is needed now.

52

Sligo Creek North NP is in deplorable condition - broken play equipment, flooding, muddy conditions, erosion of earth under basketball court.
Need signs posted to limit noise from basketball court. Additional police patrols needed.

53

Footpath at Carroll Avenue near bridge over Sligo Creek has eroded causing unsafe path.

54

Put Cherry Avenue connector trail back in the CIP.

55

Densely developed area means parks are heavily used and require more maintenance and renovation. Trash cans, sidewalks, crosswalks and
lighting fixtures are needed.

57

58

59 i8>

Routlne playground maintenance should include replenishing wood chips, mulching, surface mats; replace timbers and edging that move over
i d police officers to keep parks clean and safe

The WC League has been asking for at least one dedicated cricket field for 20 years. Teams are waiting to join the league, but league cannot
row until more cricket fields are found‘ Washington Cricket League will provide maintenaince of the field(s).

60

Renovate and upgrade Brook5|de Gardens

61

Work with with GSA to reopen White Oak Golf Course for public use.

62

Renovate old, develop new local parks where possible, add lighting for security where needed; add soccer fields where possible. Fund some use
of artificial turf.

63

Need bikeway along Jackson Road from NH Avenue to Paint Branch trail for pedestrian safety in accessing schools and MLK Rec. Park.

64

'Construct White Oak Community Center on April/Steward Lane site as soon as possible. Provide funds for small but full-service comm. center.

Supports an open sports park at newl acdu:red Orchard Avenue LP. Track and full field needed.

e Py equnpmen at Flower Av

p park should be renovated at that time.

Neighbor volunteers have adopted the park and take care of much of it's upkeep. Urges Commlssmn to institute policy of "Community Policing
through Environmental Design”. Asks Commission to work with neighborhood on playground and landscape design; add new bushes and treees;
replace lighting; control storm water so pathway isn't constantly flooded; return trash cans; separate "commercial” side of park from the

Kemp Mill Urban Park needs renovation now. Repair broken concrete; |re drinage; make it handicapped-accessible from parking ot.
Also. replace Ia emment at Kem Mell Local Park

At Orchard Avenue LP, install fence, 'baseball diamond, bieachers, smail football/soccer field; perhaps badmitten/volleyball pits; benches;
sledding h|l|

Opposes skateboard facmty at Fenton Gateway but supports acqumng adjacent land to expand park. Area residents prefer passive open space
or Ian recommends. Explore other options for a skateboard park in the Silver Spring are

This organizaﬁon'plays a7 game season at Mont. Blair High School football field, but often experience.locked 'g:ates and ;estroerﬁe, he;/e no
access to snack bar facilities, etc. Want same privileges given to $S-Takoma Thunderbolts who use the baseball facilities at MBHS. Washington

Chie yplunteer_s hel maintaiq field during the season yet are not allowed access. Want M-NCPPC to work cooperatively with them,

Acduwe parkland when available, such as Takbma Academy and land adjacent to existing parks; rehab Flower Avenue and Upper Long
Branch local parks which have drainage problems and need new play equipment; install new sign on Piney Branch Road for Long Branch Rec.
Center.
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Acquire parkland when available, such as Takoma Academy and land adjacent to existing parks; rehab Flower Avenue and Upper Long
Branch local parks which have drainage problems and need new play equipment; install new sign on Piney Branch Road for Long Branch Rec.
Center; need connector path from rec. center; replace trash can throughout area parks; increase police patrols: install trail markers in stream
valle

Sligo Creek Parkwy and Beach Dri\te ere too narrow for car and bike traffic. . \.I\I.icte.n.roadways and improve driver awareness. Pave parking

argas so ravel doesn t spill out onto road; build Muddy Branch and Matthew Henson hard surface trails; ICC bike trail

At North Four Corners LP, do not add more playmg fields, parking for more then 20 cars, a recreation center, skate facility, or golf course. The

o|process; use Low Impact Development and Green Building technologies when possible

Put trash cans in parks Lack of cans means park users can't help keep parks clean because they have nowhere to put the trash they collect.
intenance i { LP.

community would like a playground for older Kids, and a walking trail. Provide monthly status report and come back to the community for
comments before finalizing staff proposal. CIP process suggestions: put infrastructure tracking system in place; make CIP projects contingent
upon funding to maintain improvements; return trash cans to urban area; set sustainable use liimits; establish measures to assess park planning

Fund skateboard park at Fenton Gateway Park Probiems cited by opponents are operatlonal issues which can be addressed. Montgomery

Hills Local Park needs renovation and drainage improvements,
S A e R R s Ths oy i e D

Include a dog park as part of E. Norbeck LP renovation/expanaon. Site should be near parking and be handicapped accessible. Facility does
not need to be as large as M- NCPPC wants dog parks to_be

Renovate and expand Plumgar Commumty Center to |nclude Iarger gym, ADA compliant restrooms, activity rooms, computer lab, homework
room, vending machines, fithess equipment. This neglected facility serves 7-10 public schools.

‘ Correspondence Received

Broadacres Local Park - Letters in support of renovation.

Brookside Gardens Renovation - 93 letters in support of implementing Master Plan improvements.

Clara Barton Comm. Center - letter requesting renovation and improvements from the Friends of Clara Barton CC.

Fenton Gateway Park - 11 letters supporting a skateboard facility at this location; 4 letters opposed.

Flower Ave Local Park improvements, Upper Long Branch playground equipment renovation, restore trash can, are priorities of the Long

Hard Surface Trails - support for Matthew Henson, Muddy Branch, Rock Creek Ext., Paint Branch Ext., and ICC Trail.

Hillandale Local Park - letter from civic association regarding maintenance, trash cans.

126

Improvements in Sligo Creek Park: stormwater management; invasive plants; low impact development; maintenance issues; cited in letter from
Friends of Sligo Creek.

Lois Y. Green Conservation Park - letters from |zak Walton League, Chesapeake Women Anglers, and individual, in support of development

127]according to the Master Plan.
128|Montgomery Hills Local Park - 4 letters from neighborhood civic association in support of park improvements.
129|Muddy Branch Trail - 38 letters in support of paved trail; 2 letters opposed to a hard surface trail.

130

Muddy Branch Trail; safety improvements along Beach Drive and Sligo Creek Parkway; Matthew Henson Trail; snow removal along Capital
Crescent Trail; option one of Metro. Branch Trail corridor from Mont. College to Silver Spring - letter of support from Eric Gilliland, Wash. Area
Bicyclist Association.

131

New scoreboard at Montgomery Blair Baseball Field - request from $S-Takoma Thunderboits

132

Pinecrest Local Park - letter from neighborhood civic association in support of various improvements.

133

Sligo Creek Park - Cherry Avenue Connector Trail - 9 letters opposing construction of connector trail.

134

Trails: Support for bikeway safety improvements along Sligo Creek Parkway and Beach Drive; bike trail maintenance; supports paved Muddy
Branch Trail; complete Matthew Henson trail; two new trails from Lake Needwood; and study options for a bike trail along ICC. email from
Montgomery Bicycle Advocates (MOBIKE)

135

Wheaton Tennis Bubble - 45 letters in support of retaining this facility.

136

White Oak Community Center at April/Stewart Lane site and improve/expand existing rec. facilities at Colesville, Pilgrim Hill and Hillendale
local parks - 5 letters of support.
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Merrimac Neighborhood Park
6415 Winston Road, Bethesda, MD 20817

Acreage 9.8
Facility Code B35

M-NCPPC
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