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Chief, County-wide Planning | "

The Maryland-National Capital ; | by e 7
Park & Plan’ning Commission N ENVIRORMER e oo e 0 SO
8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Mr. Zyontz:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft Damascus Master Plan. We offer the
following comments for your consideration:

With regards to the “Two Lane Road Policy,” precluding any capacity improvements along
the higher classification roads, will lead to worsening congestion on MD 27, MD 108, and
MD 124 and place a larger burden on the lower classification roadways. We recommend
flexibility for providing the option of capacity improvements on State routes to address future
growth in the Plan’s boundaries.

The Highway Needs Inventory (HNI) includes the following roads in the Master Plan area:

MD 27 (Ridge Road), Skylark Road to Gue Road — divided highway reconstruct
MD 124 (Woodfield Road), Midcounty Highway to MD 108 — multi-lane reconstruct
MD 124 (Woodfield Road), MD 108 to MD 27 — multi-lane reconstruct

The Montgomery County section of the HNI will be updated in spring 2005. We will
continue to work closely with the County as this update takes place.

When addressing operational improvements related to state facilities, the County should

coordinate potential solutions with the State Highway Administration’s (SHA), Assistant
District Engineer for traffic, Mr. Lee Starkloff. He may be contacted at 361—513—7300 or
Istarkloff @sha.state.md.us.

On Page 59 and 60 under Proposed Bikeway Classifications, the matrix uses antiquated
classifications for denoting bicycle facilities. Class I, II, and T1I are no longer used by
AASHTO or members of the bicycling community.

Class I was replaced with “shared-use pathway”
Class 11 was replaced with “bicycle lane”
Class III was replaced with “shared roadway™

My telephone number/toll-free number is 410-545-5675 or 1-888-204-4828 @

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech: 1.800,735.2258 Statewide Toll Free

“Hrewrt Adddress: 107 North Calvert Street »+ Baltimore, Maryland 21202 « Phone 410.545.0300 = www.marylandroads.com




Mr. Jeffrey Zyontz
Page Two

Please coordinate your pedestrian safety and access improvements along State routes with
Mr. Harvey Muller, SHA’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator, at 410-545-5656 or at
hmuller @sha.state.md.us.

The SHA encourages the County to consider at least reserving right-of-way for a bypass
around Damascus. Reserving the right-of-way will allow for future transportation improvements to
be made along with future development and growth in the area. If any of the land proposed for this
project is located outside of a Priority Funding Area (PFA), we would suggest that the County take
the necessary steps to include this land in a PFA. If this land is not within a PFA, state funds may
not be available for infrastructure improvements/expansion or other growth related projects.

We are supporiive of the recommendations for improving park-and-ride lot pedestrian access
and the creation of a new lot near MD 27/MD 80 intersections. These recommendations
should be coordinated with Mr. Charlie Watkins, our District Engineer. He may be contacted
at 301-513-7300 or at cwatkins@sha.state.md.us.

When addressing your transit recommendations please coordinate with Leonard Howard,
Chief of Regional Planning with the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). He may be
reached at 410-767-0029 or at lhowardl @mtamaryland.com.

Thank you again for the opportunity to review and comment on the Public Hearing Draft of
the Damascus Master Plan. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Glen Smith,
our Regional Planner for Montgomery County. We may both be reached at 410-545-5675.

Sincerely,

Michael J. hZ]ey i l
Chief

Regional and Intermodal Planning Division

cc: Mr. Leonard Howard, Division Chief, MTA
Mr. Harvey Muller, Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator, SHA
Mr. Glen A. Smith, Regional Planner, SHA
Mr. Lee Starkloff, Assistant District Engineer-Traffic, SHA
Mr. Ed Strocko, Office of Planning and Capital Programming, MDOT
Mr. Raja Veeramachaneni, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, SHA
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
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