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Following adoption of the FY16 Annual School Test, the County Council amended the FY15-20 

Capital Improvements Program to increase programmed funding for both the Walter Johnson 

and Northwood clusters. These additional funds increase capacity within the next five years and 

avoid a potential moratorium in these clusters. Development approvals within the Walter 

Johnson, and Northwood clusters will still be required to make school facility payments at each 

school level over 105 percent utilization.  

 

Adopt the Off-Cycle FY16 School Test Results 

 

Typically, the Planning Board conducts an annual review of the school test results in June of 

each year. The school test results, compiled by the Montgomery County Public School Division 

of Long Range Planning, compares projected enrollment five years into the future with projected 

capacity for each of the 25 high school clusters at the elementary, middle and high school 

levels. The school test results are finalized in May of each year upon the Council’s adoption of 

the Capital Improvements Program (CIP).  The school test determines if residential subdivisions 

in any school clusters should be subject to either a school facility payment or a moratorium. 

If projected enrollment at any level exceeds 105 percent of program capacity, new residential 

subdivisions in the affected cluster are required to make a school facility payment. In addition, if 

projected enrollment at any level exceeds 120 percent of program capacity, the affected cluster 

will be under moratorium so no new residential subdivisions can be taken to the board for 

approval. 

Effective July 1, 2015 sixteen school clusters exceed the 105 percent program capacity ceiling; 

eight of which exceed at more than one school level. Thus, residential development in these 
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sixteen clusters is subject to a school facility payment. For those clusters inadequate at more 

than one school level, a school facility payment will be required for each inadequate school 

level.  

At the time the school test was adopted two school clusters were over 119 percent utilization: 

the Walter Johnson cluster was at 119.8 percent at the high school level, and the Northwood 

cluster was at 119.6 percent at the middle school level. These high utilization rates suggested 

that relatively little additional residential development could obtain subdivision approval in these 

cluster areas in the coming fiscal year.  

On July 28, 2015 the County Council approved an amendment to the FY15-20 CIP for both the 

Walter Johnson and Northwood cluster. The CIP amendment for the Walter Johnson cluster 

includes funds to design and construct eight permanent high school classrooms. For the 

Northwood cluster the amendment includes funds to design and construct six permanent middle 

school classrooms.  These additional classrooms would meet capacity requirements under the 

Subdivision Staging Policy, avoiding a residential moratorium in the Walter Johnson and 

Northwood cluster. The County Council anticipates that the Board of Education will request a 

specific project in each of these clusters that would add these classrooms by the start of the 

2020-2021 school year at the latest. These funds would be used towards that purpose.   

Planning staff recommends that the Planning Board accept the results of the amended school 

test, as calculated by Montgomery County Public Schools staff, for the remainder of FY16. 

These findings are attached on pages 3 (summary table), 4, 5 and 6 (detailed table by cluster 

for each school level). Once accepted by the Planning Board, these tables (along with the 

resolution adopted by the Council in November 2012) will constitute Montgomery County’s 

Subdivision Staging Policy as it relates to school capacity. 



3 

 

 

 
 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 


