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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 
 

THE MARYLAND - NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION  

 
FROM:  Molline Jackson,  

Public Art Coordinator 
 

PROJECT: 8600 Georgia Avenue   
  820170070 PLAN No. 
 
DATE:  August 14, 2017 

 
The 8600 Georgia Avenue project was reviewed by the Art Review Panel on July 11, 2017. The following 
meeting minutes summarize the Applicant’s presentation, our discussion, and recommendations 
regarding the public art for the public benefits package. The Panel’s final recommendations should be 
incorporated into the Staff Report as conditions of approval and strongly considered by Staff prior to the 
certification of the Site Plan and/or prior to the release of the first building permit. Should you have any 
additional questions and/or comments please feel to contact the Public Art Coordinator. 
  
 

Attendance:  
Stephanie Dickel (Lead Plan Reviewer) 
Elza Hisel-McCoy (Area 1 Supervisor) 
Molline Jackson (Public Art Coordinator) 
Damon Orobona (Panelist) 
Germano Gomez (Panelist) 
Judy Sutton Moore (Panelist) 
Mark Kramer (Panelist) 
Ralph Bennett (Panelist) 
 
Applicant’s Development Team 
 
Bahram Kamali (Architect) 
Edward Williams (Artist) 
Susan M. Reutershan (Attorney) 
William Kominers (Attorney) 
 
Applicant’s Presentation: 

• The property is located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Georgia Avenue and 
Colesville Road 

• Currently, the property is an existing gas station; zoned CR 5.0 (C4.0, R 4.75, H-145T). The base 
density required by the CR Zone is 132,900 sq. ft. (14,540 sq. ft. less than the proposed density), 
the proposed density includes the commercial density from the sending site.  
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• Proposed Density: 147,440 sq. ft. 4.0 FAR; no public use space required; 13-stories; 173 
guestrooms at the Extended Stay Hotel with underground parking to accommodate roughly 28 
spaces.  

• Building Layout: The first floor (street level) includes the lobby, two separately leased retail 
spaces, loading areas, trash and recycling dumpsters. Above the street level, the breakfast room 
and kitchen, and several meeting rooms will also be provided. The guest rooms start on the 3rd 
floor with the penthouse level, fitness center, and rooftop terrace are located on the top floor.    

• Proposed Public Amenities: wayfinding signage, streetscape, and public artworks.  

• The public artworks consist of a large mural (on the south-facing side of the building) 
approximately 38 ft. x 66 ft. The Applicant has proposed installation of a smaller mural on the 
door of the garage entrance, which will be approximately 20 ft. x 9 ft.  

• The proposed materials use for each of these murals include: nova color artists’ acrylic paint.  

• The Applicant’s Architect emphasized the building’s design having some relationship with the 
overarching theme for the public artworks. Theoretically, the guestroom facades include 
punched windows and walls with a pattern flips and undulates up the building. This pattern is 
meant to recall the shimmering rocks of the spring. Above the main entrance to the hotel, a 
vertical wall reflecting glass separates areas of solid walls and windows. The glass symbolizes the 
water of the spring, and the solid wall symbolizes the rock.  

• The retail space, located at the corner of Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road will activate the 
streetscape. The dining space and conference rooms on the second floor will have windows 
overlooking the street’s edge.  

 
Major Discussion Points:  

• The Applicant presented the initial public art proposal on November 9, 2016. Therefore, this is 
the second review before seeking an approval of the Site Plan application by the Planning Board. 
The Applicant included their response to the Panel’s initial comments in their second 
resubmittal package.  

• The Panel was informed during this Art Review Panel meeting that the initial placement of the 
“semi-permanent” mural (referenced in Comment 1 of the initial Art Review Letter, dated 
February 6, 2017) was well received by the Planning Board. Therefore, the second resubmittal 
package had no significant changes to the location of the large mural. The Applicant stated that 
since there are no current plans to redevelop on the adjacent property (between the subject 
property and major views of the Silver Spring Metro) the large mural should be considered as a 
“permanent” display area for public art.  

• The adjacent property still has the potential to be redeveloped.  

• The streetscape is included in the public benefits package.  

• Given the approval of the location for the large mural by the Planning Board, the Panel shifted 
their review of the public art benefit points to being more specifically addressed along the 
streetscape.  

• The public benefit points will be reviewed for the provision of public art along the streetscape 
and not facing the Silver Spring Metro, as the impact at this location is greater and more 
accessible to the general public. The larger mural should not be used toward the public benefit 
points. 
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• The proposed public artwork along the street’s edge is not fully-integrated with the building’s 
architecture/ the development. The proposed artwork is a stand-alone abstract work of art that 
has very little movement and impact along the streetscape.  

• To gain the necessary public benefit points for public art, the concept for the smaller mural will 
be enhanced significantly to be more integrated with the building’s architecture.  

 
Panel Recommendations: 
The following recommendations should be incorporated into the Staff Report as conditions of approval.  

1. The smaller mural concept will be enhanced to emphasize movement/ or flow along the 

Colesville streetscape. By having two murals on either side of Colesville Road, this will 

strengthen the relationship between the proposed building and the street’s edge. This will also 

act a “gateway” into the retail core.   

2. The smaller mural concept will be used to improve the walkability of the streetscape and acts as 

a wayfinding method for pedestrians. The random placement of the murals on the building’s 

façade will indicate to the pedestrian that they are approaching the retail core of Downtown 

Silver Spring. The Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road intersection/gateway will be further 

emphasized with the expression of public art helping to frame major views in the north/south 

orientation.   

3. The Applicant will present the revised smaller mural concept along Colesville Road streetscape 

to the Art Review Panel prior to the certification of the Site Plan.  

4. The Certified Site Plan must contain site details that clearly indicate the overall dimensions, 

prescribed materials, necessary lighting fixtures, footers and fasteners to ensure adequate 

safety and proper inspection of the artworks by the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery 

County (“AHCMC”) and Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (“DPS”). This 

information will most likely come from the engineered drawings, certified by the structural 

engineer.  

5. The appropriate signage should also be clearly visible, specifically identifying the title of the 

artwork, artist’s name, materials employed, the completion date, and overall dimensions.  

6. Prior to final inspection of the public artwork(s), the Applicant must submit to the Public Art 

Coordinator with the Maryland – National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) at 

least three images of the artwork(s) on-site and information regarding the 1) associated project 

number, 2) title of the piece, 3) date of completion, 4) description of materials used, and 5) 

address. This information will be added to the existing inventory of the public artworks 

throughout the County (http://www.mcatlas.org/art/). 
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SILVER SPRING REGIONAL SERVICES CENTER 

    Isiah Leggett              Reemberto Rodríguez 
 C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e                           D i r e c t o r   

 

    
 
 

 
 
October 4, 2017 
 
Ms. Stephanie Dickel 
M-NCPPC – Area I 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
- DELIVERED VIA e-MAIL - 
 
Re:  8600 Georgia Avenue (Residence Inn) 

Wayfinding Concept Proposal; Site Plan No. 820170070 
 
 

Dear Ms. Dickel: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to advise you that I enthusiastically support the wayfinding concept proposed 
for the 8600 Georgia Avenue project to be constructed at the northwest corner of the intersection of 
Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road in Silver Spring. 
 
I have reviewed the wayfinding proposal and discussed with the developer’s consulting team the design for 
the cast bronze medallion to be incorporated within the proposed brick paving pattern located at the corner 
of Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road outside the entrance to the proposed hotel. The medallion will not 
only be a unique feature in the Silver Spring CBD but it will also be a helpful and attractive addition to the 
larger Silver Spring community.   
 
The wayfinding medallion will identify important sites in Silver Spring.  The medallion will contain arrows 
(and/or other symbolic means of communicating a direction) that will direct the viewer to various sites and 
provide the distances from the medallion to those locations.  The design is simple and easy to understand.  
I am working with the developer’s team to identify the most important sites within walking distance from the 
medallion, as well as to other local sites that may be of interest. 
 
The medallion will be informative on more than one level.  It will also function as a snapshot in time--a 
timepiece for the future.   In 2067 -- fifty years from now -- people could look at the medallion and see what 
the locations of importance were to those who passed the same way a half-century before them. I think the 
proposed medallion is an intriguing approach to wayfinding at this location.  
 
For these reasons, I support the medallion wayfinding concept proposed for the Residence Inn to be 
located at 8600 Georgia Avenue. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Reemberto Rodriguez, Director 
Silver Spring Regional Area 
 
 
CC: Robert Kronenberg 
       Elza Hisel-McCoy 



MCPB NO. 16-126 
Sketch Plan No. 320170050 NOV 2 2 2flI6 
8600 Georgia Avenue 
Date of Hearing: November 17,2016 

I 
/ 

WHEREAS, under Section 59-7.1.2 of the Montgomery County Zoning 
Ordinance, the Montgomery County Planning Board is authorized to review sketch plan 
applications; and 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL I'ARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

WHEREAS, on August 17, 2016, Starr Georgia, LLC ("Applicant") filed an 
application for approval of a sketch plan for construction of a hotel with up to 147,440 
square feet of non-residential development; Application includes a density transfer on 
0.87 acres of CR 5.0, C 4.0, R 4.75, H 145T zone, located a t  the northwest corner of the 
intersection of Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road ("Subject Property"), in the Silver 
Spring CBD Policy Area and Silver Spring CBD Sector Ptan ("Sector Plan") area; and 

WHEREAS, Applicant's sketch plan application was designated Sketch Plan No. 
320170050, 8600 Georgia Avenue ("Sketch Plan" or "Application"); and 

WHEREAS, following review and analysis of the Application by Planning Board 
staff ("Staff") and other governmental agencies, Staff issued a memorandum to the 
Planning Board, dated November 4, 2016, setting forth its analysis and 
recommendation for approval of the Application subject to certain binding elements and 
conditions ("Staff Report"); and 

WHEREAS, on November 17,2016, the Planning Board held a public hearing on 
the Application at which it heard testimony and received evidence submitted for the 
record on the Application; and 

WHEREAS, a t  the hearing, the Planning Board voted to approve the Application 
subject to certain binding elements and conditions, by the vote certified below. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Board approves 
Sketch Plan No. 320170050, 8600 Georgia Avenue, for construction of a hotel with up to 
147,440 square feet of non-residential development; Application includes a density 

Approved as to 
Legal Sufficiency: 

8787 Georgia Avcnuc, SiIvcr Spring, Maryland 203 10 Chairman's Office: 301.435.4605 Fax: 301.435.1320 

www.MCParkandPIanning.org E-Mail: mcp-chairrnan@mncppc.org 100% recycled paper 
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DEVELOPER'S CERTIFICATE
The undersigned agrees to execute all the features of the Site Plan Approval
No. , including Approval Conditions, Development Program,
and Certified Site Plan.

Developer's Name:

Address:
Phone:

Signature:

Contact Person:

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that these documents were prepared or approved by me,
and that I am a duly licensed Professional Engineer under the laws of the
State of Maryland.

Signature Date

Printed Name
JAGDISH C. MANDAVIA

Expiration Date
MARCH 22, 2019

License No. 20776
Title: SENIOR ASSOCIATE 

Starr Georgia, LLC

Timothy Eden

Date:

240.842.1388

E-FILE STAMP

SEE SHEET SP-4 FOR
DETAILED GRADING PLAN

NORT
H

ADDRESS DRC COMMENTS       7/25/17

PROPOSED SOIL PANEL

PROPOSED TRANSFORMER

EXISTING TRANSFORMER








	A-Public art letter.pdf
	B-Support letter for Medallion.pdf
	C-Sketch Plan resolution.pdf
	D-Site Plan drawing.pdf
	E-FCP exemption.pdf
	F-Stormwater letter.pdf

