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To the Montgomery County Park and Planning Commission: 

My name is Dan Spiro and I have lived in Stratton Woods most of my life.  I was a young child 
in 1962 when my family became the original owners of a home on Renita Lane, which is where I 
grew up.  From 1990 until now, I have lived in a house on Corkran Lane adjacent to the field.   

Given the location of my home, my initial reaction upon learning about the development was to 
bemoan its effect on the field itself, which has long been a source of aesthetic beauty and a boon 
to the environment.   But the more I thought about this development, the more I realized that the 
loss of the field was just the tip of the iceberg.  This neighborhood already has overcrowded 
schools, and the Toll Brothers’ development could exacerbate those problems.  Still, the County 
can take steps to alleviate those burdens.  By contrast, the traffic congestion problems threatened 
by this development are not so easily solved.   

I live roughly 14 miles from my office in downtown DC.  It takes nearly one hour for me to 
commute using a combination of driving to the metro and taking the train.  The last thing people 
want to do when they are already this far from the city is sit for long periods of time in traffic.  
Currently, that is what I must do.  The problem is especially bad during the evening rush-hour 
when I drive north on Fernwood Road, where traffic moves at a snail’s pace.  Now, if we were to 
add another 300 or so homes in the field, this bad problem would only get worse.  Largely, you 
can attribute the situation to the fact that this community is bordered by 270 on one side and 495 
on another.  Neither Fernwood nor Greentree Road appear to be equipped for a significant influx 
of additional traffic. 

If those problems weren’t bad enough, the Toll Brothers’ plan is threatening to turn Renita Lane 
into a thoroughfare.  I know Renita Lane as well as anyone, and I can assure you that this will 
end up resulting in plenty of accidents.  Indeed, you can take my letter to be both a prediction 
and a warning that people will die if Renita is opened to through traffic, as the plan suggests. 

Why do I make that dire assessment?  Consider that Renita Lane has narrow driveways and the 
residents must park on the street.  Renita Lane itself is so narrow that there is effectively room 
for only a single moving vehicle when cars are parked on both sides of the street.  It is also 
highly curvy, at least in the section between Tusculum and Rutley.  At night when darkness sets 
in, cars often line one portion of the street (such as when a resident is having a party) but not 
another portion.  As a result, when a car is cruising up the uncongested portion of the road at a 
decent clip, the driver would not be in a good position to recognize what they are about to 
encounter when they take the curve – namely, a one-lane road (because cars are parked on both 
sides of the vehicle coming directly toward them).   This is a clear formula for head-on 
collisions.    

Add to that problem the fact that there are no sidewalks on this curvy, narrow road, which opens 
up the possibility of accidents involving pedestrians.   What you have is just about the most 



dangerous possible mix of circumstances:  (a) no sidewalks, (b) a curvy road with a fairly blind 
turn, and (c) a road that is narrow enough to provide for no means of escaping oncoming traffic.  

 At the beginning of this process, I had a meeting with County Councilman George Leventhal at 
which he told me that the County planned back in the 1990s to allow the WMAL field to be 
developed.  I accept that.  But Councilman Leventhal also showed me that the plan did NOT 
provide for Renita Lane to be opened up to through traffic.  And for good reason: the County did 
not want to see economic development lead to injuries or deaths.  That is a bridge too far.  I 
implore the Planning Commission to prevent Renita Lane from being opened up to vehicles to 
and from the new development.   If it must be connected, it should be for pedestrians and 
bicycles only.  Renita is simply not a road built to be a busy thoroughfare, and that problem, at 
present, is the single worst proposal in the Toll Brothers’ plan.  

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to express my views. 

      Yours, 

 

      Daniel Spiro 
      9702 Corkran Lane 
      Bethesda, MD 20817 




