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THE(MAngAND-NATuONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georga Avenue » Siver Sprag Maryland 20810-3780
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HMONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD
OPINION

Site Plan Review: No, 8-98010
Project: Wefiness Center
Date of Hearing. January 22, 1998

o APPROVAL SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. Malion was made by Commissioner Bryant,
seconded by Commissioner Richardson, with a vole of 5 to 0; Commissioners Baptiste, Bryant,
Hoimes, Hussmann and Pichardson voting for.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

On Cciober 23, 1997, TriCapital Corpocation (“Applicant”) filed the subject Site Plan review
apphcation as required for new comstruction in the Commercial Yransitioral Zone ("C-T Zon2")
pursuant to Monigomery County Code Section 59-C-4.309. On January 22, 1998, Site Plan
Review Mo. 838010 was brought before the Montgomery County Planning Board ("Planning
Board"} for & public hearkg, At the public hearing, which was duly naticed, the Planning DOoard
hedicd testinony and received evidence submitied Into the recard on the application. in presenting
the applcation to the Planning Board, the Board's expert technical staff ("S{afi") prepared packets

 of information including a Staff report and analysis of the proposal, plan drawings, 2 vicinity map,
the Applicaint’s description of future users of the property and conrespondence from the community.
Staff distributed the packats to the Plaoning Board and they are part of the record.

; ~ne aublect propesty is Jocated in Notth Bethesda on the south side of Edson tane,
approximately 700 feet west of Rockvilie Pike (MD 355). The site is 2 recorded lot, identified as
Lot 2 of Black A, The 23,270-square-foot preperdy contains an existing detached house which is
st back from Ihe street apicoximately 55 fest. The site is partially wooded, with mature trees in

. the fear yard and a stand of dense bamboo inthe , comer. Sections of brick walls with
piers are located aioag the front property line. The topography siopes down about four feet from
the west toward the sast.

i The primary use will be the Maharishi Vedic Medical Center/Educational institution, a
“wellness center”, which wit provide caunseling and educationat sessions on non-drug approaches
to the treatment and prevention of disease, nutition, siress management, and transcendental
meditation. There will be 7-8 employees on site at one lime and the sessions will have 1-7
attendess, athough the building will be able to accommodate more The building:will also
accommodate other general office uses, primarily professtonal

The proposal consists of lhe removal of the existing house and the construction of a two-
story, 7.620-square-foat building and 21 parking spaces. The new huilding wilt contain 5,320
square fee! of office space and 2,000 square feet of clinic space. Using the existing two access
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driveways off Edson Lane, the plan Propuses a one-way vehicular circbation pattern. The main
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sidewalznﬁlberehhedand&vees&eelheeswilbeprwidedabngEdsmLme. The parking
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edge. The kghis wilt be no higher than four feet The slormmwater management concept consists
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requested & 15% parking credi
Bethesda Share-A-Ride District.
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. Mid-fiseoﬁoebdﬁm(s—stmymu—nmy)wimm
wﬁgmmbﬁhdammzmwcwdma‘wmbo&sm«Ed&mLm.

R MW%BMMMWWWM1S§2MWM&PM
ummmmmv,nbmmmdmmmmmmmdemnm
between Woodgien Drive and Rocoilie Pike, For these lois, the Masier Plan recommended the
relanticn aR«Mzmhg.wﬁhdesigmﬁonch—Tzoni\gmaquﬂshome:hprwﬁe
& suitable J\siﬁonfmmmecomnerda!devebpmemshthemm\mtnh 2
detached housing [o the south. The Master Pian also i
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This plan encourages the assembly and uriied development of the properties
presently zoned R-90 north of Edson Lane. The Plan aiso recormmends that
radeveicpmem&fﬂﬂslncalbnhavaehmsﬁmhhe&sﬂdewendivgmmem
and east fowards the south and west i orger o be compatible with existing
development in the area.

mmm1w3.mmmmwmmwm33emduapmmm
rezaning akl five of the lots to the C-T Zone. The purpose of the C-T Zone is “to peovice sites for
kwe-intensity commercial bulldings which, singly or in groups, wi provide an appropriale o adsdic
between one-famify residential areas and high-ntensity commercial development.” #ontgomery
County Zonig Ordinance Chapter 59-C-4.301. The intent of the C-T Zone is to aliow fow-irtessity
commercial buildings thal wifi provide appropriate transition between Righ-itensity commercial
developments and single-famdy residential areas. Of the five lots, only the fot closest to Rockville
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Pk has been converted from residential to commercial use. The adjacent 1. operties 10 the wes!
and east of the site may be develoved as commercial uses in the future.

DHGCUSSION OF ISSUES

At the public hearing, the Planning Board considered sevaral specific issues that were
raised conceming the subject Site Plan und, in particular, considered the compatibility of the
proposed commercial bulding with the existing adjacent singwe-family detached houses,
Site Pan Approval Criteriz

In order to 2pprove a Site Plan pursuant to Section 55-D-3 of the Montgomery County
Zoning Ordinance, the Plarning Board must find that:

1. Tmsnepbnismistemmanappmveddevebpmentplan or @ project plan for the
optional method of o pment, if requiced:;

2. The Site Plan meets all of the requicements of the zone in which it is located;

3. Each sbucture and use is compatible with other uses and other site plans and existing
andi proposed adjacent development;

4. The Site Pian meets all applicable requirements of Chapter 22A fegarding Forest
Conservation; and

5. The locations of the buildings and structures, the open spaces, the landscaping,
recreation faciities and the pedestrian and vehicular circulation systems are adequate, safe and
eflicient.

Conformance to General Site Plan Approval Griteria

Staff submitted a report to the Planning Board which addressed the conformance of the

includes a comparison of the Site Plan to

review of the location of buikdings, open space, fanddscaping and circulation, The report alsa notes
that recreation fackities are nol required for commercial developments. In addition, the proposed
development is exempt from Forest Conservation requirements because the site is less than one
acre in size and the proposed activity wil not result in the cleanng of mare than 30,000 square fee!
of existing forest. A rgfidimpact study is not required because the propoesed development will
generate fewer than'50 tatal peak-hour trips. Staff found that the Site Plan met afl applicable
standards and regutations and racommended approval of fhe Site Plan with conditions.
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